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Truc Chriſtians Love 
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OR, A 


Diſcourſe, chiefly tending to excire and 
promote the decaying Love of 
Chriſt in the hearts of Chriſtians. 


With an Apperdix concerning Chrifts 
Manifeſtation ot himſelf to hen that 
Love him. 
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x Cor. 16. 22. If any Man Love not the 
Lord Feſus Chrifl, let beim be Anatheme 
Maranatha. 
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© a Sa ingy ſent as E257 2's ſrom heaven td tbe 


way ber light, if fr did not icant wer JOU. BY 
the ſams hand at the (ave time be nt anotber Epiltt 
To the rhirch of Laodicea, ner in 5! Yeprotern 
tr Ly b warmniſs, and threatittyh R becauie he WAS 
merry bot nor coll, he wonl4 (put ber out of kgs 
mouth, Rev. 2.4. 5. & 3 15 15. And ave 
Chritians in England under n1 ſuch (iv, 3n no ſucn 
anger ? rrhen ſome (off at the flames of love to 
briſt. like dogs that bark.at the A19n ſo jar 200te 
bem; when the mo't nomina! Chriſlia''s art whody 
a"gers to this Love, whaftuer thity notionac 
nowledge be ; the former broking upon #t £5 Out & 
ancy, the | tter hating it only in the Tileory.; 4d 
en 1: among t theſe Chriſtians who love Chri't an fin- 
Cerity, there are ſo few that know what 2t ts to Lowe 
hrift with ſrrvour and ardency : whe" there # (0 
General a dtcay of Lowe to Chriit in the Lay, Lord 
What is like to become of Englan 4 ? Have we not 
prova'ed the Lord to take away Ou) Cqndltti%þ, to 


fer tie Worſe than Eg\ ptian dirkutſ; tO AVI... 
pread us ag-in, end cover our Light, bicauſe tt 
hintth with (uch cold beams , hs. tye Light f 
owledge in the head is accompanzed wit 
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the ſams laid at tre Faure tie ye nt another ED27. 
fo the 7 hich of Laodicea, n+ reign 17 riprotity 
btr Lib wa mniſs, and threati*!n, Creanie he rs 
neit'tr bot nor col (, Le wonal' (out ber ont of «2. 
W0u: 7, Rev. 2. g. 5+ "On 3 15 Ss, - And are 
C11vs 7 rams in England under n1 [15% fr, zn no ſuc 
A2nger 1 2 17 hen IN ſ-off At tre pion of {07 'P 0 
aCiri,t. like dogs that bark at the nts ſo jay £9977 
oe, when the m9 {nomine! Chritia s ave Wng) 
| \ſtrz Zers to tits Love, whaſece? bets vtora: 
Kern vledgebit tie fwomer frobing upon it os bit 0 
Je1'y. the! ttrr nating tt only #1 the Theory: a14 

vp Ds among t thee Chriſtians wll ? to: e CnYt'L an ane 
Cerity, there are ſy few that know what it 7s t0 Love 
Chit with f-rvo0ur and ardency: 1 , » there is ſo 

VGereral a atcay of Lowe ty Chitit in the Laid,Lord 
*wrat i5 (ihe to become of Englan+ ? 11: e we not 
Provo ca the Lord to take away vu C4ni ttt, to 

ſi\f:> the wore than Egyptian d- TRAYS, to AVE 

ſpread us ag-in, cnd cover ous Lig: t, gicauſe it 
efointty with ch 01d brams becauſe te Light of 
«Knowledge in the head ti accompanzed with 
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2» *s. aan 0 ” "a £ | RV « HO ſae:, 
dzvew ? 1:hem lame (oj at fe fiims of love to 


Je1.'v. toe! ter natinett only in the Tho: -: a4 
BP 0? 1208 ft *ritle Cliriſttane w j) 105 E eCn't 7; an lan- 
crvety, treve ave ſy ſew that buoy wit dts to I 9.4 
C17 with fra and erdency: mh there is jg 
Atcay of Lact ts Chit in tne Land Lord 

WirOafzs [ Re fn DECOME of cid aa  ' H1-ve we not 
Pr0va 2 the Lora to rake a:4dy vur Cqni t5%h, to 
ſite" tne wirl* than ; Ep: Pon 4 "4 itly to IN 
fi Y 847 5 JE Tho 1nd COT? 01) Ligit, vecauſo 7t 
afonenitts nl, incl, (014 Dfa'r.s X DEC ; TH the HigHt of 
1 towitige 7 tre read Is acc  mpanied with 
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The Preface. 


c 
fo little warmth of Love to Chriſt in the beavts of ſu 
moſt Chrifiizans? Every one will ſetch water to c 


ow fire in a general conflagration ; and ſure- ( 
y there is need in @ day of ſuch General decay of 0 
Love to Cirzit , that ſome ſhould fetch fire, fire n 
from heaven, and uſe bellows too, Arguments 1 b 
mean, to inkindle and blow up the ſpark of Love i 
to Chrift, which ſeems ſo ready to expire. Reader, t 
The following diſcourſe concerning the True Chri- | 
ſtians Love to the unſeen Chriſt, is nat finely ſpun, 
and curiouſly woven with neatneſſe of wit and 
language; it is not flouriſhed and ſet off with 1a- 
ritty of Metaphores, Hyperbolies, Rhttorical Ele- 
gancits, or Poetical Fancies and Fragments; it is 
not adorned and fringed with the ſpectous ſhow «f 
many Marginal Quotations, txcerpted ont of dt- 
vers Authors ; The dilcourſe is plain, but the Au- 
thoy hath endeauoured that it might he waym, his 
deſign being move to advance bis Maſter than Him- 
felf in thy efleem ; and if ht have liſs of thy praiſe, 
ſo his Loyd may have more of thy love, his great end 

is attained. The chief part of bis diſcourſe conrer-"- 
ning the love of Chvift is Application, and about 
two thirds of it Exbortation ( there bring generally 

in this knowing age more need of excitation than, 
information ) where thou haft variety of arguments, 
and matives to ſtir up and proveke unto the love oj. 
Chriſt, __ with dArvers atreftions how to at-' 
t$4in this love sn the truth and ſirength of it, and 


wherein the ſtrength of love to Chrift ſhould evi- 
dence it ſelf. There is aiſo an appendix added 
for further excouragement unto the love of Chrift, 

On, 


The Preface. 
conecrning Chriſls maniſeſtation of himſelf unto 


of ſuch as love him. The whole diſcourſe is practs- 
fo cal , nothing in it cottroverſal not only Prote- 
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of 


ſtants, but Papiſts too will verbally achnowledet the 


obligation which Chriftians have to love Chriſt, and 


Ye. none will oppole this that art true Chriſtians, none 
I but Turks, Infidels and Devils are profeſſedly againſt 
ve it, That this little Book may be _— by th: Lond 


r, to be a means to warn and inflame t 
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ne keart with 
love to the unſeen Chriſt, is the tarneſt Prayer of, 


A hgarty well-wiſher to thy ſoul: 


Thomas Vincent 
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The True Chriſtians Love to 
the unſeen, CHRIST. 
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1:-Pet, I. 8; 


;. hom having nt ſeen, y4 Low, in whim, toovgh 
\ » now ye ſee him not, yet Biitcuing, jy! Rejny'e 
2 with Foy unſpeakable, and ju.l of Glory. 


[E Life of Chriſtianity doth confiſt 
ve.i -nuch in our love unto Chritt. 
\W1hout [| ove unio Chriſt, we-are as: 
| :nuch without Sp1r!tual Life, 3S 4 Car- 
; 11s when the Suul is flec4 frem it, is 
withour Natural Life. Faith witho:: Live to 
Ch 15a dead Faith; an 2 Chriitian 41hour 
Love ÞÞ Chriſt, is a cead Chriitian; dead in S$i2s 
and ſpaſſes. V/1r!our love to Chrift, we 
may have the Name of Chriſtians, brt/we re 
vholly without the Nature; we way have the 
| A 4 Þ 07N 
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' Speak. for him, their Hands will Work for hi 


- The Trxe Chraflians Love. 
Form-of Godlinefs, but are wholly without the 


And Give me thy Love, isthe language of Chriſt 
unto all his Diſciples. | 

Chriſt knowerh the command and influence 
which Love to him, 1o the Truth and Strength 
of ir, hath : How it will engage all the other Af- 
fe ior:s of his Diſciples for him ; that if he have 
their Love, their Defires. will be chiefly after 
Him ; their Delights will be chiefly in him, their 
Hopes and Expettarions will b< chiefly from him; 
their Hatred, Fear, Grief, Anger, will be carried 
forth chiefly. unco Stn,as ir is Offenſive unto Him, 


"He knows that Love will Engage and Employ, 
for him all the Powers and Faculties of their 


Souls ; their Thoughts will be brought into Cap« 
tivity and obedience vnro him ; their Under- 


Rtandings will be employed in Sceking and Find- 
ing out his Truths ; their Mc:mories will be Re- 


Power. Give me thint Heart, is the language of 
God ro all the Children of Men, Prov. 23. 269 


\ 


cepracles to r-tain them ; thetr Conſcience will - 


be ready to Accuſe and Excuſe as his faithful De- 
aties; their Wills will Chootc and Refuſe accor- 
ding co his Dire&ien and Revealed Pleaſure. All 
their Senſes and the Members of their Bodics, 
will be his Servants: their Eycs will See for him, 
their Ears will Hear for him, their Tongues will 


nd 


cheir Feer will Walk for him : Alkcheir Gi 


Talents: will be at his Devotion and Servige. If 


he have rheir Love, they will be ready ro do for 


=: him what he requireth ; they will be ready co 


| 


| 
| 


| | Suffer for him, whatever he hc calleth them un+ | 
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" and Maſter, ſo Powerfully Commanding 


» the tnſern Chriſt 3 


to: If they have mach Love to him, they will not 
think much of Dcnying themſelves, taking up his. x 
crols & tollowing him wherever he leadeth th:m,Xa 
love to Chriſt then being ſo Eſſentia] unto true © 
Chriſtianity, ſo earneſtly look'd for by our Lord 


Soul and over the whole Man, ſo Grearly-: : 
en:ial on Duty ; IT have made cholce of his 
je& of Love to Chriſt, tro Trear on; and my chicf 
Endeavour herein ſhall be to Excite and Provoke 
Chriſtians unto the Lively and Vigorous Exerciſe 
of this Grace of Love unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
of which Incemtives, there isa Great and Uni- 
verſ.] need. 

The Epiſtle wherein my Texr lyeth, was wrirt- 
ren by Peter the Apoſtle of the Circumciſion, and 
is dire&ecd to the Strangers ſcattered throughout 
Pontas, Galatia, Cappadocia, Afia and Bithynla, 
as in the firſt v. of this Chapcer. By theſe Stran- 
gers we are to underſtand the ſcattered Fews,who 
were Strangers 1n theſc ſeveral] Countries where * 
they did Inhabit. We read in the 24 of the As 
that there came; up many of theſe Jews, from 
theſe and other Countries,unto 7eryſalem ro Wore * 
ſhip, and in the Temple hearing the Apoſtles : 
ſpeik with divers Tongues, which were of uſe 
in the divers places where they did live, arid thar 
without Inſtrudion from Man, bur as the Spirit 
gave them utterance ; they were Amazed and 
Confounded: and afterward hearing Peter preach, 
through the Wonderful Power of the Spirir,thiee. 
thouſand of them were Converted by one Ser... 
mon unto the Chriſtian Faith, and added © the. 

As5 Chrij- 


The True Chriſtians Love. 

Chriſtian Church. Wren the Feait of Pentecoſt 1 
was over, thele Converted 7irvs r:turned into 
thelr Councries where thelr ſeveral Dweilings, Fa- 
milies ani Ca:lings were : win.ci Countries DUng 
Heari.en {h «nd Idolatrous , n: ) d014)t bur there 
they met with Oppoſition atic. Sofferins 3 upon the 
acecunt of the Chriiiian Reliv! M a " ney he- 
; cane Zealous Profeſlors "Ba e415 wonat they 
endured from their own Country- OY or Un- 
"Converted 7ews who hated” Ciiriiiianity more 
| than the Hezthens d1'!, The Apoſtle doth ſeem 
| to have a reſpe& unco theſe 18 this Epiſtle, where- 
in he doth:enccurayec [iN <£Mm vader their (ufterings 
for the lake of Cini1:; 7% many Coniolatory Argu- 
= ments. Inthe 24. he whheth that Grace and 
Peace might be muitipiyed in them and towards 
them, an ten though ther Wuficrings did a- 
bound, 'their Coniol4itons would abound much 
more. In the 3d, q4ch and 5th <6, He blcfſerh God 
= for his abnndait Mercy toads them, in beget- 
2 tmg them unto a lively Hope of the loricus and 
never fadir.g Heaverly Inh: TItance wlyzch was rg-" 
ſerved for ot.em chrcugn G7os Ii tinite Grace, an. 
unto which they wererelerzed ant kept t! 2rougt 
Faith by Gods: Infintte Power, In the 5h and: 
ADK U (js, ne rellein ihe N, HOWever rey v.CIC 
in heavine': | S901 JU 18 i 5Bhs 1; by; T + $ De bla lOns, hat 
is Aﬀftjaiors, which are the Worlds fe had 
Temptations -  yerhe 4 Wh [em tO urderftand 

that rele afficitions they were wut for a ſeaſon ; 
WECpINg ma engurefcran Tk , dIthe 10y CQOmc th; 
in the mornin? ; they were but n<edful ro many 

ble them, to purifie them, to <ru5 iſs them to the 
VY 07 1a, p 
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to the tnſeen Chriſt. | 5 


r-.r1d, to make them confermable to inteir head 
"c Lord Jeſus Chrift, and that they were for 
2 : rial of their Faith, that the eruth of ic migh: 
appear both to themſelves and others, and that 
the oth of1t might appear how. much mare 
"rec! us than G:.1 when ir | Tf n the Fire, 
Which carrying them thorow their (ufterings, 
Tj:'* be found boin to thetr Own praiſe and 
i327 Hafters honour, at rhe appeart: po? Jus 
C:r.fi; ardriienihe A potile dotl: rake eccaſil 
{0 to Texttiotpeak of rneir Love which they d1d 
mer anto this Jefus Chriſt, and of that vnſpca%- 
12 Ln giorious joy, Which doth refu't from he- 
ie ay 'y1n hm al houzh they had nn fight of him, 
'.*: 30 trove Of "zMiRlon could overatie!n 
:.UCT, ! [03 having not ſeen ye love, in mw +4 
21.2.3 NIw ye f:C bi not, yet belituving ye 1015; .2 
*» 1% wiſptababie and full of Glory, Hence 
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- [22 "(rue Chriſtians Love, 

3. Concerning the Joy of Chriſtians in Believing, 

For the preſcnr 1 thall ſpeak only of the Love of 
ariftians unto Chiilt under the firſt DoQrine, 


the other two 1 may have opportur1:y to treat of 
afrerwards 


i. 
Y _— 


SECTI. I. 


Hat it 3s the Property and. duty of trut 
Chri{tzans ts love the Lord Feſus Chrif, 
whom they haue nevty ſeen, 

In handling of this point I ſhall ſpeak, 1, Con- 
cerning true Chriſttaiis who do _ Jeſus Chrilt. 
2. Concerning I-\us Ciiritt whom chey have ne- 
ver ieen, the O',). .t of ctheir Love, 3. Concern- 
Ing che _m which ev bare unto this unſeen 
Chriſt. 4. Shew that it 1s the Property of truc 
Chciſlians to Love Je:us Clirift whom they have 
n.y:r ſren. &. That it is their Duty to love him. 
6, How they ought to love Him, 7, Why they 
do love Him, where | _ give the reafons of rhe 
owe e. Mike ſom ! < and Application. 

. Cor Cc raing rrue Cheiſitens whole property 


Do. 


Je js ro {ove Jeſus Chriſt whom they have never 


ten, 19% v4ing not ſeen ye love, ye dove, that 1s, - 
\C ww: © are true Chriſtians, who arc ſo in reality ? 

+ well a5 peofcifion, and of theſe rrue Chrifttans 
wo 40 love Chrift , the Apoſtle dothgive a de-. 


ter 1ption 'n the 2d ver, where He ealls them, Ele(t-* 


£0 di"g to th? frrtknowledge of G14 the Father, 
(1:3 0421, S@nels fic: 101 of the Spc it untn1 obedience, 


and jprinlling of te blaod of Fſ:ts Chrift. True 
Chri- :, 


of 
of 


\ God according to the Counch of his own will,ac- 


to the #1ſeen Chriſt. 7 


Chriſtians are EleR according tothe fotecknow- 
ledge of God the Father, they are ſuch whom 


cording to his own purpoſe and grace,did chooſe 
from all Eternity to be a holy and peculiar people 
ro himſelf,to glorifie him here on Exrth,and that 
they migit be glorified by him hereafter In hea« : 
ven. And this cle&ton deth evidence it ſelf 
the SanRiacation of the Spirit, true Chriſt 
are (aaQified, being ſeperated and ſet a pare Ie 
py. 


the reſt of the World, for Gods uſe an ice: * 
God hath (caled them for himſelf, and*Wereby 
diſtinguiſhed them from all others , the Mot - 
ro of which Seal is this, Holineſs unto the Lord. 
S:e a deſcription of them 1n this reſpe&, 2 Tim. 
2. 21. If ary man purge himſelf from theſe, he ſhall 
be a w+(ſell unto Honour, ſanftifyed and meet for the 
Maſters uſe, and prepartd unto every good " 
they arc purged from the defilement of fin, whic 
doth pollute and diſhonour them, they are vel- 
(cls unro honour, like thoſe ob Silver and Gold it 
a great houſte, which are'adorned with Pearks -*, 
and precious ſtones; they are adorned wirh all *2 
ſandtifying graces, which are of mare worth than; 
the ricieft Jewels; and hereby they are bots, 
beautiful in Gods eye, and they are made meet. 
for Gods ue, being hereby prepared: and eng; 
bled unto every good work. This the Ap»ftle ; 
prays for in the þchalf of the Theſſalonzans, tTheſf. 
5 23 An4 the viry God of prace ſunfiifir you whol- 
ly, and 1 pray G1d your whole Spirit, and'Shul, and 
L 1dy ve preſerued blamtleſs unto the coming of  0ur 
Lird 7eus Chrijt: True Chriſtians are ſandiiyed 
% whally, x 


8 Tt TYiie Ckraftgan LIUP. 


wholly, in thelc whole man, though th. be not 
ſanRified tho: owly : they are Candtifie! , very 
part, though 1þ:cy ars not ſanQifed 31 wy we 
eſt degree, let whole Spirit 35 farict!! 1thit 
18 the i1igher faculties of the Soul, v-:ly the 
underſtanding and the will : their UV! Erie 
Ings are entich; 1 1d by ti __— 01279 Sp!ricual 


diſcerning bet': uf gOcc and «© v!!, b:yo-d WH, 't | 


any natural man doi or can ©: {1 vato z rf IT 
wills are boned, orcather rivitlie and ide 
ſtraight, being irclized unto God and his Lav, 
Their Souls are ſanQified In the we. [G7 facule 
ties, Inall the aft: &1o1;s Delongin? 00! [1220 Tne 
concupiſcible. and the 1rr2'cible appertte ; rheir 
liking affe&ions of love, defire, d:ityht and :ope 
are towards God and Chrilt {nl things aver 
their diſliking affeRicns cſhairet,, fear, prisf 


and angcr are towares fin. Tir dirs 21th are 
canRificd ! be!rg made mend. ro. cfCiril?, and 11 
ſiruments of Righteous; rhur roo, ear;, 


tongues, Hans, {cer and vcry 4s | 
£d ro God :n} mate uic co for! C| 
rue Chrifilans cre lartifien iv | 
they are {at ined {7 00. ETON oe .44C.S 
which are wicugat by 55 trrivi tn their hare, 
do appear in the oceliohes Ct ther [:v<s : the 
ccurle of th: ir lives 's 2 covric or o264iet wo. onto 
the linsot Chriſt: L:12Y ore anctifica uh 

altence, Nn d tHcy are land bcy untoiprink ts 
the blood c# Teſs Chriſt Godiauly 163: theta 
part :0 Oc {prinxied with the ood of the tt nas 
culate L[2tib, WRO takes 21NAYy 10 At tat 
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be pardoned and ſaved , ſuch are truc C!\1riilians 


. who love Ci:rifſt whom they have not ſeen. 


TECE Its 


Qcondlvg  Oncerning the objeA of true Chriſt- 

{ ans Love, and that 1s Jeſus Chriſt 
whom they have never ſeen, This Jeſus Chriſt 
whom they love is the Eternzl Sons of God, the 
ſecond Yerſon in the glorious Trinity , who in 
time aſuned our Humane Natur: clothed him- 
(elf wit! our mortal Fleſh, lived like a ſervant 'n 
4 irean condition, died like a tralefictor the cure 
cd Death of the Croſs, and all for our ſakes, for 
our fins, roſe again the third day for our Juſtif« 
cati5n, aſcended up into heaven after forty days, 
anl theres (er down it the right hand of the 
Throne of the Majeſty on high, ro mak? inter- 


. ceilion tor us, and to make preparation there 


for our reception, into the glorious Manſions and 
E-crnsl HahHirations , which are in the Fathers 
1,0uc. He is called Jeſus from the He'yrew word 
Wo) which fnifieth 5 ſave heciuſe be | weth bis 
Pine from thery ſins, Matth. 1.21. He 1s called 
C':rifl trom the Greek word 7Jelw, Which fipnifte * 
etil to anoine, he being anointed by the Father 
Wit) the Spirit and with Porver, 19 be Media - 
tor Hetiwcen God and Nin, to be the great Pro- 
pct, and Priclt, and King, oftte Church, This 
(evs Chriit, Chriltiars have not ſeen with the 


ye of fer; indeed fome Chrifitans 1h the ori- 


mitſy- 


 Aﬀcended ; but no Chriſiians now a alive have 1 
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mitive times, as the Apoſtles who were of hls fa- 
mlly, and other diſciples who converſed with 
bim frequently , did ſee Chriſt with the eye of 
ſenſe , bur It was In his ſtate of Humiliation, 
when he was here upon theEarth,not in his ſtate 1 
of Exalration , now he is in Heaven; yer ſome *©' 
have ſeen Chriſt after his Aſcention, namely Paul Ct 
at his converſfon, and Stephen the Proto-Martyr 
before he dyed ; but none have had a perfe&'& 
ſight with bodily eyes of the Glory which is up- © 
on Chriſts body , the luftre of which Is fogreat: _. 
that none can behold it in this ſtate of weakneſs 
and imperfeftion , and live. But whatever 
fight ſome Chriſtians have had formerly, no 
Chriſtians now have a fipht of Chrifts Perſon; 
they have heard of him with the hearing of the 
Ear, but they have nor ſeen him with the ſceing 
of the eye ; they have ſeen Repreſentations of 
Chriſt in the Sacrament , but they have never 
ſcen his Perſon that is repreſented ; they have 
ſeen his Image upon their Fellow-chriſtians, bur 
they have not ſcen the original from whom this 
Image hath been drawn. Some Chriſtians have 
been in Judea, and ſeen the place where the 
Lord lived; and at Feryſa'em, and (cen the place 
where the Lord dyed ; and vifrted the plaec of 
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' his Sepulchre where the Lord for a.time did lye: þ 


and they have ſeen the Mount whence che Lord ; 


been in 7eruſa/em , and on Mount S$/9n, which i199; 
above , to fee where the Lord now 1s 1n his Glo-?! 
ry. TIt.1s thiz Jeſus Chriſt whom Chriſtians have3 
not ſcen, that 13 the Obj<R of their Love. } 
SECT 
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1, SECT. I. 
© Thirdly. $7 the Love which true 
: Chriſtians do bear unto this unſeen 
i Chriſt. Love js the going forth of the Heart un- 
) to the Obje& Beloved; and the Love which true 
Chriſtians do dear unco Jeſus Chriſt , is a Grace | 
" wrought by the Spirit in their hearts , whereby 
upon diſcovery and believing Apprehenſions of 
of Chriſts infinite Lovelineſs and Excellency, his 
Marchleſs Love, Grace and Mercy ; their Hearts 
do go forth rowards him in earneti defires after 
| Union ro him, and Communion with him, where- 
' 1lnrhey rake chief Complacency; and this accom- 
. Panicd with a yieldis g and dedication of rhem- 
{Ives unto his will and (crvice. 
1. Tie Love of Chriſti1ns unto Chrift, 3s 4 Grace 
wrought in their Hra"ts by the Spirit, It Is a 
, Flower moft Sweer and Fragrant, bur there is no 
(ced of ic1n the Nature of ny man fine the Fall, 
It 1s planted in the Soul by the Spirit of God. 
\ Love ro Chriſt is a Divine Spark , that comes 
down trom above; a fire which is kindled by rhe 
breath ofrhe Lord, whoſe Eſſence is Love. 
2. The Ground of this Lwot to' Chrilt, is the die 
' Covery and beuieving Appreben ſions of Chriſts Lovels- 
. neſs and Love, Taerc mult be firſt a diſcovery of 
; Chriſt as a (urable ObjeR for Love , and nora 
| bare Non of this, but b:lieving Apprehenſions 
of 1t;that Chriſt is ioff nitely Lon,  Superlative- 
, ly Excellent; and that his love 5 WY _ 
farlhe 


alas 4 
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Tranſcendert towards the Children of Men, rh; 
there !Sa Treaſury in him, and a Store-houſe 
all Graces, and the moſt needful and rich Suj 
pit. s; otherwile there will be no going forth « 
the Heart in Love unto him. 

3+ The ACings of Chriſizans Love t9 Chriſt , gy 
In tity deſires aftey Union unto , and Communis 
with Chriſt. Tr is the Nature of Love to defirgns 
Union to the Ohje& beloved; eſpecially of thige 
Love to Chriſt : and this Union being attainedyJ] 
the defires are after Communion with ChriſtNo 
Converſc and Fcllowſhip with him;no Converſekx i 
ſo deftreable as with the Perſons whom we molwo 
dearly love: and this Communion being atralnof , 
ed, there 1s chicf Complacency therein, the Soubnc 
doth (weerly reſt and repoſe it ſelf in Chriſt, andau! 
Tejoyce in his preſence and lcye. lie 

4. Toe Concomitant of this Love which True Chrians 
ſtzans have unto Chr: , is a yiilding and dedicadec 
tzon of themſelves unto his il and Service, Lovdo 
ers do give themſelves unto thoſe whom theyſt! 
love; this accompanieth the marriage-un!on 2dc 
arc ſuch as love Chriſt, they are E'ipouſed andth 
Joyned unto Chrift; and thev give th inſelves unth 
to Chriſt to be his, and v holly ar his diſpoſe, asdc 
the Wite giveth her (ef unto the diſpoſe of herb! 
Huſband. 
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Fourthly., He Fourth thing is to fheww, thar 1t 
h is the Properry of all true Chriftt- 


Ingns to love this unſeenChrift. True Chriſtians 
thre diffcrenced and diftingu:ſhed, not only from 
Gll Heathens and Infidels, bur alſ> from all-bare 
Nominal Chriſtians, by their love to-Jeius Chyiſt, 
Ut is the Property of Covetous P-ribns t© love 
im oridly wealth and riches : Ir is the Property 
nof Ambitious Perſons, to love worldly :hgnour 
ubnd dignities : It is the Property of Vewupru- 
@us Perſons , to love ſenſual plealures and 1e- 
llghrs: And it is the Property of True Chriſtt- 
7@n5 to Love Jeſus Chriſt whom they have n*ver 
Hecn., None but ſuch as are True Chriſtlans 
do love Chrift, and all thoſe that are Tru* Chri- 
yſt!ans 4o love him. The loveline(s of Chriſt 
:doth appear, not to the Eye of Scnſe , bur to 
dthe Eye of Falch ; they that do not ſ:e him with 
«this Eye., they cannot love him ; and they rhar 
$do (ce. him with this Eye , thev cinnat chnoe 
r bur love him. Such as do nat love Chri't. it is 
not b'ciuſe Chrift wancs B-aury , hut Heeruſe 
they :re blind, Now ul True Chriſrians have 
this Eye of Faith , to d-icern Chriits Exc-llen- 
,cie>z and none Hut True Chriſtians have this 
| Ev; the Eſſence of Chriſtianity dorh conſiſt in 
; Belleving : Reaſon mikes us Men , bur Faith 
L makes us True Chriſttaus, Ir being therefore 
; the 
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the property of True Chriſtians to Believe; it Is * 


their property alſo to love this Unſeen Chriſt. 
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SECT: V. 
Fifthly. TY Fifth thing is to fhew, thatir is 


——__ . 


the mRy of all True Chriſtians to - 
2X 


( 


love this unſeen Chriſt. This will appear if you 
look into 7ohn 21. 15, 16, 17. Peter was one of 
the boldeſc and fordwardeſt of all Chriſrs Diſ- 
ciples, hut he had been withal too (elf-confidenr, 
which was the introduRion unto , and laid the 
foundation for his fall and thrice ſhameful denyal 
of his Maſter ; a look from his Lord put him in 
remembra nce, and brought him to Repentance, 
with bitter weeping tor his fin ſo ſoon as it was 
committed. 'Afrer our Savionr was riſen from 


the dead , he appears unto Peter with other of - 


his difciples,and 1n this place he aſketh the ſame 
eſtion 1n the ſame words three times, Simon 
on of Jonas, Loveſt tho me? Whereby as he doth 
tacirly upbraid hm for his great fin, in his three 
tlmes denyal of him (which, had rhere not been 
a defeti In his love, he would never have done) 

fo he doth alſo give a” ſignification that love to 
Himſelf is the great duty , and the great thing 


which he doth look for 1a all his diſciples. 


SE CT-: 
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SECT. VI 


Sixthiy. T3 Sixth thing is to ſhew how Chrl- 

ſtians ought to Love this unſeen 
Chriſt. 1+ Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with 
Sincerity of Love, Eph. 6. 24. Grace be with all 
them that Love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſncerity. 
It was the great fin of Fudzh , Fer. 3+ 1o. That 
(be turned not to the Lord with her whole heart, but 
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frrgnedly : 


ſoit isa great ſin to love Chriſt with 
a feigned and hypocritical love 3 the leve of 
C\riftians ro Chriſt ought to be (ſincere in regard 
of the habir and inward woekings of it; they muſt 
love him not only in ſhow , word, and ourward 
profeſſion , bur their love muſt be cordial in the 
heart, and ſo a love indeed and in truth: and 


the love of Chriſtians ro Chriſt muſt be ſincere in - ; 


regard of the obje&of it , they muſt love Chrift 
for himſelf, and not chiefly for what they ger by 
him ; to love Chriſt only for remporal gain is hy- 
pocrincal love, to love Chriſt chiefly for other 


gajn is not ſo ſpicitusl , bur rn fove Chrift for his - | 


own Excellencies and perfe&ions i5 moſt ſincere 
and generous , this fincerity of love to Chriſt is 
every ones duty. 

2. Qbhriſtians owght to love Chriſt with Supre- 
macy of Love , they muſt place him in the high- 
et (eat of their hearts , he is a Great Riag, and 
he looks for the Throne, and that all Creatures 


ſhould be piaced bencath him , and ſtand ar his 
FOO's 
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Foct-flecl: Mar. 10 35, He that ! wth Father 
OY Aicthe i'ireiban 0  iSrut nov ly © Me be 
trat {oc :th Sun &r Pauphto moi tie i «not 
nothy of Me. They arent e words if ov Savie 
our : Chritttats may Jouve Father am NM tier, 
the Law of God ard Netw Goth .cquile 1; 


thev nav love Hiſband 21 c W 1tc : ihe Word of h el 


\_ Hod c<njvyiicth vie Huſban | rolove his Wite as 
own Body, and as Chri': I-ved the Church; 


they mzy love Sons , Deuphters, Brethren, $1- 
| 


ſters. Kindred, Friends, yea Erticn;ics, and they 
ought ro do 113yer all muſt be with 2 Subordinate 
Love, bur they muſt Love Chriir with their chief 
Love ; otheriiſc they are not wortt.y to ſtand in 
the Relation of Diiclples. 

3. Chriſitanc cught ro love Chriſt with Arden- 
cy of Love : 1 uke 24. 32. Ard toey (izd one ts 
anather, din not av hearts burn mitliin is, while 
be telhrriim ith vs by the way, and wrhile be opened 
to nsthe Scrptures 4 This burnivg love Chriſt en: 
kindi:d ir the hearts of his Diicip!cs, and this 
burning love Chriſt requicerh of al! Chriſtian: ; 
Caut. 8.6, 7. Lovers ſirong as death, the ro.ils 
thireof are coals of Fire , Witch hath a Vinmert 

' Flame. Many waters cannot autnch Love , nither 
ear, the Fiouds aronn zt. Such a ftrovg vche- 
met ardent tlaming Love Chri't1ans ſhov'id have 
unto Je u: Chriſt . which all the w-rers c: At.1- 
Rijon 1 a+ nor bt able to quench, which no tlouds 
of te - piarior.s or Perſecution may be able to 
drown and overwhelm. Therefore, 


4. Chriſtians ought to love Chrift with Con - 
NR ſtancy 


ar 


\y 


O 


ET RE EE. OE 
» 
—s Ro 
ws. PAY ” 


4%. -—— 
O I 


To the unſeen C018, 17 


ftancy of - Love. Having bcyun to Jove him, 
they ought to continue t© I5ve him , and to loye 
him unto the end ; as they ought to be conſtant 
in their Obedience , and to prricvere In theſr 
other Graces 3 ſo they oug'iit to be conftant 


and to perſevere in this Grace of Love to 
«. Chriſt. 
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SECT. VII. 


Scremdiye 20 Seventh thing i; to ſhew, why 
true Chriſtians do Loye Chriſt, 
vihom they have never ſeen. | 
Rzaſ. 1. True Chriſtians do Love Chriſt be- 
' caute of the need which they have of him. Men 
jdo leve their neceſiary Food, withour which their 
; Bodics would ftarve with kunger : Men do love 
{thc ir neceſlary Rayment and H:birations , with- 
tour which in Winter Seaſons, the!r Bodies would 
fiacve with Cold. Men do love their neceſlary 
{[Fricnds, upon whom ( under God ) they have 
the:r dependance, and from whom rhey have all 
{(thc1r Suvſiftence : bur no thing in the world, or 
tFjicnd in the World, is ſo necdful ro the body, 
as the Lord Jelus Chriit is unto the Soul: and 
as the Excellencies of the Sul , are far be- 
!\ond the Exccllencies of the Bady ; fo the ne- 
; ceſſ1ties of the Soul, are far beyond the necefi- 
; tics of rhe Body : which necciliics can be an- 
; {were d by none but Jeſus Chritt , and tlicrefore 
"True Chriitians do 1-ve him. Arfirſt Converfi- 
| 011 34hen they vicre conrmaced LE ti, awaxenced 
Our 
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out of their carnal ſecurity, O what need hats 
they, and did they ſee they had of Chriſt ! they, 
perceived themſelves to be loft , and that it way, 
Chriſt only that could fave them ; they felt the, 
Wounds of Conſcience , and it was Chrift onl 4 
that could Heal them, they feared the Wrath "a 
a fin revenging God, and it was Chriſt only thay, 
could deliver them. The Remiſfion, Reconcis,,, 
lation and Salvation, which they hae by Chriſt; 


did lay thefirſt foundation of a moſt Kb oe, | 
love unto Chriſt ; Ana-ſtill they perceive a cong,, 
tinual need of Chrift, to procure dayly pardon, 
for them, and to convey dayly ſupplies of Grace,,; 
unto them : They have need of Chriſt , when,, 
they are dark to enlighten them ; when they are, 
dead to quicken them ; when they are ſtraitned,, 
to enlarge them; when they are weak, ro ſtreng-;. 
then them; when they are ſad, to comfort them ,, 
when they are remprted, to ſuccour them; when,, 
they are fallen, to raiſe them ; when they are In, 
doubrs, to reſolve them ; when they are under, 
fears, to encourage them; when they ſtagger, to: 
eſtabliſh them. when they wander , to reſtoreg,, 
them. Chriſt, and none bur Chriſt, can do all. 
this , and more than this for them : and cthere-_. 
fore becavſc of the need and uſefulneſs of. Chriſt}; 
Truc Chrittians do love him. . 
Reaſ. 2. True Chriſtians do love an unſeen, , 
Chriſt, becauſe of the Lovelineſs of Chriſt; which: 
Lovelineſfs, rhough ir be nor, and cannot here be}, 
ſeen by che di of the body,yer it is evident unto. ; 
the cye of Faith: ſee the Deſeription which, 
given of Chriſt the Beloved, by his your the, | 
rcig 
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©©+ urch, Cart. &. ©. The Daugmters Cf Jerujaceh 
There enquire of the love fick Spoule, [ought 3ST U 
W/oved more than anotut 22/074 , O thou jaurtilt 
, __ women ? what ts thy Beloved Wo © than 
nother peloved, that thou aoft ſo crarge us? Here: 

pon the Spouſe giveth a Deſcription , <7. 10. 
UÞy Beloved is Voite and Ruddy, the cnitjest among 
en thouſand ; and after ſhe had cr forth Is 
i races Beauties , and Excellent Accomplifh- 
*Gments, in Metaphors raken from Beauties in the | 
ITeveral parts of mans body, inthe 11, 12, 13,and | 
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14. <t7ſts , ſhe concludeth in the 15, and 16. 
ety ts, His Conntenance is as Lebanon, Excellent as 


fb! Crdarys, His mouth is moſt ſweet, yea ht 2s als 


d 


fogttir Lovely, This 2s my Beloved ,, and this is 
my Friend, 0 Daughters of Teruſalem. The Spouſe 
js here acinowledged ro be the Faireſt amongſ(: 
g Women , and not only by the Davghrers of 7e- 
"7:ſa/zm, but her Beloved, who had a more cur1- 
eouzeye, dorh both commend her loyclineſs and 
gadmire It: cap. 6.4, $. Thou art beautiful O my 
e932 4s Tera, comery as Jeruſalem: Turn away 
tile ey?s from me, for they have cvercome me; and 
wer], 10. 40 25 this that looketh forth as the Mor- 
"2, far as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and Ter- 
"Y40e a+ an army with Banners? But what beau- 
\ iy 15 there In the B:loved ? if the Church be 
y; 2eauriful beyond all other of the Children of 
ky , how beautiful Is Jeſas Chriſt from whom 

the Church doth derive all {ts comclineſs ? He is 
F laid ro be 1'hite and Ruday, that ſhews the beau- 
y ty of his Face; and his Tountenance is ſaid to 
Ve a5 Lebanon , and like the loſty Cedars thereof, 
B oY 
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that ſhews the Mijeſty of his Face. His Mouth $ 
ſaid to be moit Sweet, and ſweet icis indeed , | 
regard of the Gracious words which procee. 
from it; no Do&rine ſo ſweet as Chriſts DoRrine 
no Precepts ſo (weet as Chriſts Preceprs , uf 
Promiſes ſo ſweer as Chriſts Promiſcs. Bur 
fum up all Excellencies andPerfe&ions ina .. 
he is ſaid to be altogether Lovely; there is nv Per 
ſon or Thing in the World that is moſt lovely 
which can properly be called altogether lovely 
Many defetts may be found 1. the moſt amiall 
perions, and much 11ſu:hcency miy be found ig 
the moſt defireable thiny; bur Chriſt is al:ope 
ther lovely ; .unlovely in no re:pett, there being 
No Spot or BlemiM, no Defe& or Imper f<&ic 
to be found in him : and he 1» lovely In eve 
reſpeR, there 15 an incomparavic and Tranſcen 
denr amiableneſs 1n Chriſts perion in every re 
gard. .InthePerion of Cititir, the Huiiane N 
rure and the Divine Nature are tn c 1j119to 
he is moſt lovely 1n regar.! & 5vtii. His Human 
Nature is compounded of Boily ind Syuul. Hl 
Body 1s moit beautiful , a moſc Glorious Beaur 
and luſtre is put upon it : wharever1t were it 
his cate of humiliation , he ſurc ic harch 4 Glorl 
ous Beauty now 1n his ttate of Exaitation. It 
called ogua Tic 3s a Gloricus Body, Phil. 3 
21, If the Face of 4iſzs d d ſhine with refplens 
dent Glory, after his converſing fort; days with 
God in Mount Sinaz which was 5e!ov;, how dorh]- 
the Body of Chriſt ſhire, which hath t5ren above 
ſixteen hundred years in Muunt £9 which 18 
aboye?lam perſivaded tatChtti Body we 
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beautiful of all Viſid!e Crertiires, Buy rae Zeatte 
- ty of Chriſts Soul doth Excel + No crcature 
whatever, hath ſuch ſhining Exccllencles as are 
in the Soul of Chriſt; All the Excellencles that 
21e, or ever were in any creature, are Itze a fea- 
\ ther laid in the Ballance with the exceeding 
weight of his Glorious Excellencles and Perfedtt- 
ons. Chriſt excelled the moſt Excell:znt Men 
thar ever lived , as ts Splirituz] Endowments, 
wen he was h:re upon the Exrth: He excelled 
Mnſes in Mciekneſs , Solomon in Wildom, Zeb in 
Patience ; and how much doth he excel, now he 
1: in Heaven ? He excclleth not only the Spirit; 
of juſt men made Perteq, bur alſo the moſt glo- 
rious and Holv Angels that never ſinned. If any 
cre:tures have Wiidom. jt is bur 2 bram, Chriſt 
js the Sun; If thzy ave pgondaelſs, It 1s but a 
drop, In Chriſt Is che Ocean ; If they have hol;- 
neſs, 1t 15 bur a Spark or darx Shadow , Chrii 
is the brj,htinets of hi; Fathers Glory : Ifthey 
have the Spirit, they have it but in ſome mea- 
ſure, the Spirir 1s given to Chriſt wichout Mea- 
ſure, 7oh,z2 34- Chriſt 1s moſt lov:ly 1n hi> 
Minlin?d, ſo nearly uni;ed usto his Go thead; 
and ho + loveiv 1s hen his Godhea''? as Go), te 
1s Equal 1a all Glorious Exzellencirs w.th the Fa- 
ther. Chriſr: Godincad implicth Excellency of 
Recing, he caMeth himſelf, Iam. Job. 8. 28. 
Excellency of Glory , therefore called the Lord 
of G!zry , 1 Cor. 2, 8. and King of Glory , Pal. 
24. 7. Lift up your heads O ye Gates, and be ye lift 
u, ye Ltrlating Doovs , and the King of Glory 
"21! come in« This is Interpreted by ſome, to be. _ 
B 2 ſpoken * 4 
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ſpoken of Chriſrts Aſcenſion, and the Angels and 
Saints making way for his triumphant Entrance, 
and Poſicflion of his Heavenly Palace. Many 
Deſcriptions are given in the new Teſtament, of 
this lovely Perſon; I ſhall mencion only one, Col. 
IT. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. Who 7s the Image of the in«. 
w8ſoieGod, tit firit-boyn of every creature. For by ® 
 bim were all things created that are in Heaven, and. 
that are in Earth, Viſible and Inviſiole, whether 
they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or 
Powers : all things were made by him aid j1r him, 
Ana be is before all things, and by bim all things 
confit. And he is the Head nf the rody, the Chu ch: 
who 2s the beginning, theFirf-vorn from the Dead, 
that zn al! things he right hawue the Pretminence, 
For zt pleaſed the Father, that in him all ſulneſs 
Would iwilll, Frwereat, believe and confider 
this great Deſciip:ion of Chriſt, we muſc needs | 
ſee ant lay, thar Chriit 1s moſt Excellent and | 
Am'a')'s . and thit no Beloved 1s like to the Be- Þ 
lovec: vi rrue Chriittins + Therefore tr 15 that 
rcue Chiriictians do love Chriſt, ccauſe of his 
love incls. 

Reaſ. 3. True Chriſtin do love Chriſt , be- 
caule of his love. His Jove which be doth bear 
to them. . He loves them wich a Firſt love, and 
with a Free Love; He loves them with a ten- 
der and compatiionate love, wirh 'n attive or 
 doinz love, with a paſſive or (uflering loves : His 
jore is Infinite withour Bounds or Limirs ;, It ts 
- Superlative withour comp-riion , Tr..nſcen4ent 
eyond comprehenſion ; Everlaſting without 
ohange, and which will have no end or conclufi. 
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C1 uted IN 
r1eir fins, and wathe thin we 2.5 OWN hioud; 
he 1c d them when they were naked in their 
A153 , an: { cloatlicd ! 0 en W371, [1 c Ronts of ts 
Ri rconſacts ; He loves tho m n near ſickneſs 
ard forrois, and 13 their Comforter; He loves 
then in their wants and ſtraits , and 15 their Be- 
oefattor; He loves them in life , and 1s the Life 
of r11c'r Souls 5 He loves them art rhe. "ang 15 
the 114+ of their Hearrs 3; And 12 loves them after 
death, a-d will be the cr Portion for evcr. Ph 
1s 2rent re-fon that true Chriſtians ſhould love 
Chritt , Hecau! e cf his 10veiincls 3 and there 15 
furtiier realm rvarriiey ſhould iove him, becauſe 
of i.1; [2ve,, elyectzily when both are 1ncompa- 
rable, toth are ncom preiienfible. T ſhall ſur- 

ther ſperk ( Gol wiklta ) unto doth theſe with 
other reaſons, under 1). motives In the Ex- 


hortatlon to cxcite C3:;itianz : the Love of 
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HY Information , hence lezrn , want - 
chere are bur fey true Chriſtians In the þ | 
Norid , becauſe there are (© feiv that love this 
/:en Chriff. There are many Chriſtians 1n 
] *v2me, few Chriſlitans in Deed and in Truth. The 
| 111: hath been when G&pebly to profeſs the Name 
'»: a Chriſitan, did argue true love unto Jeſus| © 
'-2rilt ; I mean 1n tie Primitive times, when 
.nfi!tians were perſecuted by the Heathen: , 25 
'n the Ten arit creadful Perſecutions ander the 
leaten Emperours; when the world was vater- 
ea with Chrifilan bloud, rhen eſpectally at ſome 
*1:nes, 2nd in ſome, yea moſt places, whoever | 
openiy acknowledged ci:emfelvesto be Chriſtians, 
ihey cxpoſed themſelv2; unto Impriſoumears, 
Recx;, Tortures, Burnings, and the moſt crucl 
acat?.:; Ir was the Truti and Strength of Love 
5 wvinto Jeſus Cit , which carried rhem thorow 
s luch great {ufferiags, as many did in thoſe days 
undergo for ie {axe of Jeſus Chriit : But nov | 
{ there are multitudes of bare nominal Chrittians, | 
| they call themle!ves Chriitians being baprized in 
ft Chrifs Name, but they are altogether without 
} FovetoChrifl, whoſe Name they bare: Surely 
 rherc arc but few , not only in the Chriſtian 
World, but cven 1n England ' where Chriſtiant- 
ty 1s to be found in as great purity as in any 
place } thar love Jeſus Chriſt \a ſincerity. No 
groſſely ignorant perſons do truely loye any , 
| ſuc 
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to the unſeen Chrz/7. 25 
ſuch 25s don't know Chritt,they can'c love himzzg- 


* niti nia c4ridogthere is no delice afcer,nor love 
- unto an unknown thing: An unknown evil cannot 


be hated, & an unknown good Cannot be loved. No 
rotsly erroacous perions . Go tfucly love Chriſt; 
ſuch as do not receive Chrilts Trutits , rhey can- 
not love Chriſts Perſon : Joh. 14. 23. If any mar 
iv? mt oe will brep my words. The words of 
Chriſt do include , not only the words of his Pre- 
ceprs, bur alſo the words of his DoGrine 3 Such 
as erre groſſely, I mean in the Fundamental 
Truths of Chriſtiani:y, they are zo friends to 
Chriſt, bur his enemies, (o far ar= they from true 
love unto him. Nogroflely wicked perſons, do 
truely love Chrit 3 ſuch as profane perſons, 
who blaſpheme the Name of God 1n their hideous 
Oathz; the love of Chriſt doth teach an holy awe 
and reverence of Gods Name; ſucl; are Perſecu- 
cors of Gods People for Righteoulne(s ſake. How 
c2n they love the Head, that hate the Members? 
Chriſt accounteth himſelf co be perſecuted, in the * 
perſecution of his Members; Act. 9g. 4. Saul, 
Saul, why perſeckteſt thou me? and ver. 5. 1am Fe- 
ſus whom thou perſecateſt : and ſurely perſtcutars 
of Chriſt do nor love Chrift. Such are Scoffers 
at Relipton , who decide Holineſs , and mock ac 
rhe name of a Saint or Godly perſon , whereby 
they evidently ſhew their contempr of the Holt - 
neis of Chriſt, from whom the Salnts derive all _ 
theirs; and how can they love Chriſt that do. 

contemn him and his Image. No-unrighteouz 


perſon do truely love Chriſt, whether they be ſo 


in regard of diſtriburative juſtice, or in regard of 
com- 


Bg 


A. AS 


be. OL T1! Ch: z (62.4 13 wnlt, 


COM THANE ts; Whether they be urriah- - 


zcous In Execution of judgement, 11 diftriducion 
ot Rewards or Puniſniments , and whether they 
TS unrightenus in cheir Traitic: & in:l Dealings; 

un 'ri&tly requireti jullice ard ;ighreoulneſs, 


2n1 19:4 can they love iim, ini do not Keep this. 


Cor mandment? NÞ> covcious perſons do truely 


rv 1 Cariit; re a 02 ae fat: $ 1 Jo. 2 . I 5. i 


,-"vY 2 24 Hatle 6h 2 wid; 15Y2 1 oft JE trE7 IS 10t 111 
Hr All d irnavy 125 thy Fit Ly Mir) 1OVe tne world, 
{clgr 15 with ri cnt love) (2. Ice of the Son 


Sge5 911 n: thejoe uot bee 1:e0v {ety . 


on things bulog here wb Focil and upon Chriſt 
10 1s above in Heaven, My Licemious perſon 
lo truely love Chiit : no Drunkards, Aduite- 
72ers, ar any that indulge themſelves 1n uncav ful 
1C. iahrs; the love of Chriſt doth reacin us to deny 
ch lutts, and to moratie them. No meer civil 
perſons thit are unconverted , no hypocrites, 
rhit hive a form of Godlineſs , but are without 
ce power of ir, do truly love Chriit: the former 
nay be loving and courteous unto men, bur they 
hire no love to Chriſt; the latrer may profels 
love to Criſt, and ſecin tolove him , bur they 
dc nor really love him. Ta a word , none who 
are ugder the reigning Power of any fin do true- 
ly love Chiilc : the keign of (in 13 in the Hearr, 
and th1: 15 inconſiſtent with the love of Chriſt in 
the Heart, Now let us (ſeparate all rhele fore- 


mentioned perſons , fron the reſt; Groſlely Ip. 
norant perſons, groſlely erroneous perions, grol- 
py icked perſons, the profane, the periecutors 

of 
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of Gods peop - Aers at Religion , all 
Unrightecus Þ . © Toverous perſons.Drun- 
kards, ACulr 1c. £54 210 Licenftious p4r.ons 
meer Civil pe; {!-pocrites, and ail thatare 
under the rei over of fin, and Now tew 
will thrre be ©: do truely love Chrict | and 
by co-ſeque 163 will appear out very few 


thar are tr” HIT 114NGE. 


CRCT. AX; 


fe 2. 2 r H.v1:1p1tion. Here YOu MAY RaaVs 

wWirecne yortare true Chriltans by io 
Tr: {i 4Qnr love unto Jeſus Chritt, Exaroiue 
v1 u7 icly 5s rhereforc,, whether you love Jeu 
C: riſe whom you have never ſeen; ite moſt in 
tt 14 40love truely thoſe perſons and things 
on's wi igh they have ſeen 3 bur can you ſay that 
\ 0. Hocer ls and chiefly, do loveJeſusChriſt whem 
io 1140 nat (cen? the love of the molt doth atiſe 
ſro the novice which the Eve doth give of the 
O jt; heloved ; but . doth your love rife 
7) 1 the narice which the Ear hah even oy the 
word , of the Amiableneſs which here 1s in 
Chrilc 


Queſ. How #71) we brow Witt ff werdu? 5 is 
tore to lifts Civ; #/ 3p 

An, You may know the trut'! o; voir love to 
Jeſs Che + 1, Dy your det';.c airvr Chrites ; 
pre (enc” 2. By your prizing and (ict ning 


to{e v.avs wheretmm Cliriſt Is to 2 Lund” W 
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ſecking him therein. 3. By your love of Chritts 
Image. 4. By your Ovecfence to Chriits Com- 


maindments. 


Eir(r. By your deſires aſter Clyifls Preſence; where- 

ever there js a great love to any perſon, there is F- 

F a deſire after the preſence of thar perſon: do you | 

1 lincerely and earneſtly deſire Chriſts preſence ? 

| there is a twofold preſence of Chriſt, His Graci- 

K& ous preſence here , and his Glorious preſence art 

the laſt day. 

| x, There 1s Chriſts Gractous preſence here, 

Jeh. 14. 18. I wz'! 19! {trot you comportleſs, I will 

MA come unt9 you. You defire that ſuch Friends and 
| 


} Relations would come unto youhut do you defire * 
chiefly that Chriſt would come unto you ? Chriſt 
cometh to his Diſciples in a way of gracious com- 
$ mwunic:tion-, in away of gracious manifeſtation, 
and ina way of {..2et Conſolation which doth 

WF reſale from bo! ht. 

1, Do you deſire tir Chriſt wouid come unto 
you iaq way of Gr<cious Communication? are 
your d:fires afrer Communication of Spiritual 
Lipht from Chriſt.ts reach and gulde you ; of Spi- 
F ritual Life from Chriſt ro quicken and encourage 
| yoa , of Spiritual Strength from Chriſt, ro ſup- 
# port you undcr Burdens, 2nd Enable you unto 
Mt Yurics? Do vou earneſtly defire communications 

| of ail kinds, nd further degrees of Grace out of 
- hat Fulneſs of Grace which 13 in Chriſt? Do 
| +01 Hunger 2nd Thirſt after Chriſtz Righteouſ- 
| nes, not only that it may be Impured to you for 
| our Jufr::i2110n , vt al that !t 1av be more 
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- and more imparted unto you for your further 
Szncificatlon , that you might be brought , and 
hereby wrought Into a more perfect conformity 
and likeneſs unro Jeſts Chiiit : this 13 an evidence 
of true Love. 

2. Do youdefire that Chriit v:ould come unto 
you in a way of Gracious Manifc ſtation? Joh. 14+ 
21. He that woveth ine, hail be lovid of wiv Fatner, 
and Iwill lot him, and will makijelt x3 ſelf itt 
t9 jim. Doyou carneſtly defire the tu.fili:ng of 
this promiſe ? that Chriſt would di:cover ro you 
more of the lovelineſs of his Perſon , and of the 
love of his Heart? Are you grieved when your 
Beloved doth withdraw himſelf? when the cur- 
tam is drawn, anda Cloud doth interpoſc ve- 
tween you and this Sun of Righteouſneſs ; when 
he hideth and vaileth his Face from you ? ana do 
you long afrer Chriſts returns , and the Diſcove- 
ries of himſelfunto you? Come Lord Jeſus, Come 
qu:Cki'y; Be as 4 Rot 0r yoivig Hait, non the Moim- 
tains of Spices, Leap outr the Mountains , and 
Skip ovtr the Hills, and mabe haſte unto my Sou, 
which 2s ſick of Love ſor thee in thy Abſence ſrom 
me : O that 1 maght ſes thy Face which is ſo Fairy! 
that I might hear thy Voice which is ſo Sweet | that 
I might fee! thy Preſence which is ſo Reſrtſh ing ! 
O that I 22ght briold thy Heart-raviſhing Smiles ' 
S2y, Lord that 1 2 thine, and thou art mine; that 
thos bat lowed mt, and given thy felf for mez tha: 
thy love to nt was jrom Everlafliag, and that ©: 
2s Unchangeable, Are theſe or ſuch. like , the 
Hreathings of your Souls? Such are the breach- 
ngs of loye ro Chriſt, | 
"Bo 
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3. Do yuu debre that Chrift wou!td come unto 
you in a way of {weer Conſolation , whicii doth 
reſult from this Communication and Manifelta- 
tion? are you defircous after the Oy! of Gladnels, 
which Chriſt is Anointed withal ? that heavould 
give you of the Union of the Spirit, nor only 
ro Sanct:fie you , but alſo :o Comfort you ? Do 
you defire that your Hearrs might be filled with 
Spiritual Joys, the Joys of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
are unſpeakable and full ot Glory ? Do you dc- 
fire the Comforts which Chriſt doth give, be- 
yond all the Comforts which the World and the 
Fleſh can give? che Comforrs which come 1n at 
rhe door of Faith , be\ond all the comforts that 
come in at ihe door of Seaſe 3 thoſe joys which 
arc in Chriit , beyond ail 35ys that can be found 
inthe molt (ect and detireavle creature-enjoy- 
ment? this evidencerh rue love to Chriſt, Thus 
do you defire Chr:its Gractcus Preſence. 

2. And do you detire alſlv Chriſts Glorious 
Preſence at the laſt day 2 When he promileth, 
Sureiy Icome quick/y , can your hearts make an- 
(wer, as Rev, 22. 209. Ainen, Even ſo come Lord 
Zeſ«s ? are you glad you live fo near the end of 
the world, that the Lord 15 at hand, that the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nearer and nearer every 
day ? can you liftup your heads with joy,when 
you ioox towards the place where the Bord Jc- 


. tus Chriit 1s , at the Reght Hand of the Throne of 


the 2tajeſly on High; and think with comfort,thar 
yet 4 littiewhile, and ke that (hail come will come, 


F and will not now tarry much longer; that within 
8 while Chit wit; deſcend from Heaven with 4 
ho'tt 

bd 
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(1:12, the Lord with the Sond of the Trump?t, and 
that your Eyes ſhall ſte bim in the brightneſs of 
his Gin'y and Majeſty ? Do you look and long for 

. the day of Chriſts Glorious Appearance from 

- * Heaven, when you ſhill be awakened out of your 

Graves (where you may take a ſhort ſleep before) 

and be gathered together by the Angels, and be 

caught up in the clouds, and there ( in ſhining 

Garments of Immortality on your Bodles, and of 

' Chriſt; unſporred Righteouſnels in your Souls) be 

' brought with Shourings, and Acclamations of Joy 

' and Triumph into hls Preſence , who will then 
acquit you Graciouſly from all Sin and Puniſh- 
ment, own you openly for his Faithful Servants, 
crown you Glorlouſly before the whole World, 
and receive you co Live and Reign with him to 
all Eternity ? Have you (uch defires as theſe? If 
ſome of you ſay, you are afraid of Chriſts Glort- 
ous Appearance, leſt then you ſhould be rejeaM- 

; ed, becaule you fear you are not ready and pre- 
pared ; yet can you ſay alſo from your H-arts, 
thatyou Detire above all things that you may be 
ready , that you may endeavour ro make ready, 

 thar1r1s your Grief you are no more ready, ant 

_ tharif you were ready, and were aſſured of your 

incereſtjn Chriſt, you could defire that Chriſt 

would come 1mmediately; and that you defire no.. 
greater Hippine(s and Felicicy , than to live with 

Chriſt inGlory ; and that you account the Pres. 

ſence of Chriſt in Heaven to be the Happineſs of ' 

Heaven ? Theſe are Evidences of true defires at» 


ter Chriſts Glorlous Preſence, and*of fincere lave 
ro Chriſt, F 
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Secondlv, You may knoiv your love to Chrift, 
by your Prizing and Frequenring thoſe ways 
where1a Chriit is to be found; and ſeeking him 
therein. Such are the ways of his Ordinances, 
both publick and private. Chriſts way i; in his 
Sancuary,and In his Ordinances he may he found; 
do you plive your attefidance unto Ordinances, 
Publick Prayer, tne Preaching of the Word, the 
Sacrament of rhe Lords Supper ? and do you 
prize theſe Ordinances becauſe of the ſtamp of 
Chrifts Inſtitutton upon them, becauſe of Chriſts 
Preſence in them, and becauſe they are a means 
of brirging you and Chriſt rogether ? and when 
you are under Ordinances, do you diligently ſeek 
afcer Chriſt in Ordinances ? Don'c you reſt in: 
the outſide & carnal part ofOrdinances,in meet- 
ing wich Gods People there ? Or do you deſign, 
deſire and endeavour after ſomething more Iin- 


# ward and Spiritual; and incomparably (weer,thar 


you meet with” Ghrift there , that you may have 


Fellowſhip with the Father and the Son therein? 
& and upon this account can you lay as David, Hy 


W amiable are thy Tabernacies O Lord | and A day in 


thy Gounts 3s better than a thouſand , ſal. 84. 1. 


And , Ore thing have I deſired of the Lord , that 
will pe Teh , that I may awel!l in the houſe of 
of the Lord all the days of my liſe, to behold the beau- 
ty of the Lord , and to enquire #n. bis Templr, Pal, 


'27.4. Doyou alſo ſeek after Chriſt in your Fa- 


milies, and in your Cloſets'? Do you ſeek him in 
ſecret Prayer and Meditation? your love to Chriſt 
doth expreſs 1: (elf1n your defires ; your defires 
de” 


0 
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- do fhewthemſelves in your ſecking after Chriſt 1n 


| 


. becauſe of che Image of Chriſts Righteouſnels up- 


If you love nt your Brother whom you have 
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Thirdly, You may know your love to Chriſt, 
y your love of Chrifts Image : There 15 the I- 
mage of Chrift on hls Word , and there 1s rhe 
Imize of Chriſt on his People. 

1. Do you love the Image of Chriſt on his 
Word? as Ceſa's Coin 41d bear Ceſars Image and 
Superſcription , ſo the Word of the Scriptures, 
which is the Word of Chriſt , doth bear Chriſts 
Image and Superſcription. Do you lave the 
Scrip: ures becaule of Chriſts Image which is up- 
on them ? Do you love the Word of Do&rine in 
the Scripture , becauſe of the Image of Chriſts 
Truth and Wiſdom upon it? do you love the 
Word of Precepts in the Scriptures, becauſe of 
the Image of Chriſts Holine's upon it? do you | 
love the Word of Threarnings in the Scriptures, - 


on 1:2? Do youlove the Word of Promiſes in the 
Scriptures, becauſe of the Image of Chriſts Good- 
neſs, Grace and Love upon it? You have Chriſts - 
Word in your Bibles, and ſomerimes ſounding 
In your Ears, but doth the Word of Chriſt dwell 
in your hearts ? you receive Chriſts Word in the 
Ln of it, do you recetve his Word in the Love 
oft ? 

2. Do you love Chriſts Image on his People ? 


ſeen, how can you love your Lord whom you have 
norſcen? All Chriſts Diſciples do bear Chriſts 
Image ; if you love the Original, you will love 


J 
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the P1Qure, although it 5. b2t Imperfecly dravwny; 
If yu l-:v4 rhe perfect Gcodneis and H-1 nefs 
which j i: in Chriſt , you wil ! 'oye rhe Gnodnels 
and Holineſs which you << 1a the Saints, althovp! 
they have it but in an imp<rſe& Mcature + Dn 
you love Chriſts Diſciples? and thor '1.c:ute of 
Chriits Image, although they differ from you in 
one opinions hich are circumſtantial ? 


Fourthly, You may know your love to Chriſt, 
by your Obedience unto his CommaniJments, Jo!, 
14. Is. If you love me b1ty my Commandments; and 
verſe 21. He that hath my Commanaments and heep- 
eh them, he it 7s that lovety me, You have Chrilts 
Commandments, do you keep them ? you know 
them . do you practice them ? Your Love to 


* Chriſt 's known by ycur Obedience unto Chriſt, 


If Chrift be your Beloved, he is alſo your Lord; 

if you Have true affe&ion for him, you yieid (ul>- 
jeRion unto him : If you Love Chritt , you are 
areful to pleaſe Chrid ; \ou are not the Ser- 
vants of the Flcf{h, to take care 7 pleale rhe Ficlt; 
bur you are the Servanrs of Chriit , to take care 
above all pcr'ons and all :}itngs to ple.-fe Chriir ; 
if you love Chriſt, you arc feartal of giv: v2 juſe 
occaſion of offence unto men , bur above all VCU 
are fearful of diſpleaſing and c ending vour Lt r, 

Do you labcur ſo to w.ik that ycu may p.ea:e 


; Chriſt 1n the wey of {1ncere ard. univerſal ch2dt- 


ence? are you hearty in your obedience unto 


Chriſt? have you areſpe( to all kis Comman:!- 
ments? is jt your prief that you fall ſhort in your 


obedience unto Chrif. / if vou can ſay In the pre- 
| lence 
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ſence of the Lord, and your hearts do nct glve 
your tongues the lye, that vou don't live and v{- 
low your ſelves jn the praRice of any known fin 
whicy Chriſt forblddeth , nor in the neglea of 
any known duty which Chriſt commnanderh, this 
's a (ure evidence of true love to Jus Chriſt, Thus 
for the tryal of your love unto Cl: 1lr, FER 


I — — "I 


SECT. II. 


Uſe 3. Þ,JOr reprook. 

r. Of all ſuch az have no Tore at all 
unro this unſeen Chriſt 3 an: will no: the ule of 
Information, together with ti32 uſe 2f rryal, leave 
a conyiaton upon many cf y2o1 ; that you are 
wiihout this love. Suft r ti12n the ward of re- 
prov.z whar, are you Creatures in: 12 By Chriſc, 
and made For Criſt, and yer hive? 15 love to 
him? are you Ritional Creatures, hive you ſouis 
cip19le of knowing him , 314 lovinz him , and 
yet have no love? are you Chriſtians and not love 
Chriſt? biprized in Chriſcz M.nz, and yet have 
you no love t2 Chrilts perin? are ſom? of you 
Proteitors, a1d yernor [ye Cliriic? mak a ſhaw | 
ot .tzvotioa , and yer wirhou any true afteRioa 
to rhe OJ< of your Worſhip ? Sinners, though 
you ve not [zen Chriſt, yet have you not h:ard 
of him? and have you not heard enough to en». 
£48 ana draw forth your love unto Chriſc. What 
ao ycu think ? Is there ſuch a Pcrſon as Jeſus 
Chriic, or is there no:? have you no Bibles ? and 


It you have , have you not read therein the Hi- 


ſo 


_—___—_— 
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ſrory concerning Jeſus Chriſt ? and what do you 
think of that Hiſtory, is it true, or is ir falſe ? dv 
you think the Gcſpel to be a cunningly deviſed 
fable? Are notthe Scriptures which contain this 
Goſpe], the'very Word of the True God who 
cannot lie ? are there not ſuch charaRers of Di- 
vinity upon them, as arc ſufficient to evince their 
divine original, to any that ſearch into them, and 
co nor wilfully ſhut their cyes againſt the light 
which thcre doth ſhine? And ifir be ſo that there - 
1> indeed ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt (as there ts 
nothing more true )hozw is1t that you have no love” 
unto him ? do not the Scriptures reveal and ler 
forth Chriſt, as the moſt excellent and amiable 
perion ? and yet do you not love him ? can you 
ove perſons and things that are but imperfe&ly 
lovely , and not [ove Jeſus Chriſt who 1s altoge- 
ther lovely ? can you loye one of great honour 
P14t hath but ſome inferiour power and authority, 
and not love Jeſus Chriſt, whols the Lord of Glo- 
ry, who hath All Power and Authority both in 
Heaven and in Earth? can you love ſuch as have 
Wiſdom and Learning, though ir be terrene, and 


| not love Jeſus Chriſt who is the wiſdom of che 


Father, who knoweth all things, and whoſe WI(- 
dom is Divine? can you love ſuch as are liberal, 


f and bountiful, and not love Chriſt, whoſe boun- 


ty 15 ſuperlative , and whoſe gifts are moſt rich 
and tranſcendent ? can you love friends that are 
kind, and not love Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s the beſt 
friend that ever the children of men had ? can 


-you love a Benefaor that feeds youu,and clothes 


you, and glyeth money to you, and yet not love 
Chriſt 
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Qhritt who offereth to feed your hunger-ſtary'd 

ſouls with the bread of life, to cloarh your nt- 

ked ſouls with the Robes of His Righteouſneſs, 
-2nd to give the ſpiritual Riches of Grace to you, 
\ the leaſt dram of which iz of more worth than all 
+ the Richcs of the Earth ? can you love Riches, 
and not love Chrift in whom there are Treaſures, 
and by whom you may have , not anly ſpiritual 
Riches here, but alſo the Heavenly Inheritance 
1erealter? can you loye honours , and not loye 
Chriſt >y whom you may have the higheſt dign:- 
ties, the honour of children to the King of Hea- 
ven now , 2nd a Crown of Glory In the other 
world ? can youlove liberty, and not love Chriſt 
by whom you may be made free from the {Javery 
ot the Devil and your own luſts? can you love 
ſafety, and not love Chriſt who is the only Savt- 
our of mankind, and who alone puts you 1n ſafe- 
ty from the reach of the worſt of enemies, and 
:1e worſr of evils? can you love peace and not - 
l9y2 Chriſt by whom you may have peace with 
God, and peace in your own canſcience? can 
you ove pleaſures and delights , and not love 
Chrilt by whom you may have joys unſpeakable. 
aud fail of glory , beſides thoſe everlaſting plea- 
tures which are to come ? withour love to Chriſt 
you are-under the guilt of all your fins ; neither 
your Original ſin, nor any of your ARual ſins are {| 
pardoned, they all lye upon your own ſcore,and 
you muſt anſwer for all your ſelves, and how fear- 
ful 1s your account like to be ! without bove ta 
Chriſt you are under the cutſe , not only under 
the curſe of the Law for your breach of the Laws 
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but alſo under the curſe of rite Golpel , for diſo- 
bedience to this comman:l of the Goſpel which 
requir'th you tc ifye the Lord jJrſus Chriit, 1Cor, 
16. 72. If ary man l5ut not ihe Lord Fluor tt, 
let 01% be Anathims Marenitha, thar if, ieviln 
be cu: ſed till the Lord come, and when 1c 1 ord 
comerh will he rake off the curſe ſrom you ? no, 
he will come in fluring fire io take vengear ce 
npon you,having titrearned then to puni(hall fuch 
w:th everlaſting lefirutinn, as ſhaii be found t5 
have difobzyed the Goto! and har then is like 
to Decome of you 7 S2uygn and G37 14 thole 
wicked cinies will then he pu iithed dreadfully, 
wi:na wor'e fire than thit v. hich ratted down 
from heaven, ard conſuircd their pcrfons , and 
habirattons rogetiicr; Imran , with the fire of 
Hell, which wil be kindled and kepr alive unto 
Erernity, by the breath of the almigh'y; but you 
who do not love the Lord Jeſus Chriit, notvith- 
_ ſtanding all diſcoveries of him , invitations 15 
him, and proffers of kindneſſes by him, you will 
| be puntſhed more dreadfully rhan the w.cked 59 - 
 domitts , 1t will be more tollcrable in the day ci 
Judgement for them than foryou ; the turmea's 
. of Hell will be 1ntollerable 5p any, bur they 535). 
> be moſt 1atoilecable by golpel-ſinners; the fire of 
H*1Il w1}] burn upon you the more fiercely, and the 
+ ſcourge of conlcience will laſh you the mort 
Curiouſly, Conſider this all ye that have no love 
to Chictit , otherwiſe when he coineth ro judge- 
ment, he willicar you to pieces and there will 
none to delive! yuu : If you have not the (weet 


ace of love to Chrit enkindled 1n your hearts 
; | here, 


-- - 5 T— —— 
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here, Vou will he thrown into the dreadful 
Fire of Hcll, which will bura you Everlaſt- 
in;1y. 


2. This reproves ſuch of you as hive ſome love, 
but it 13 very little love to Jeſus Chriſt ; you that 
Le Chil t, 13not your love very (mali, no. only 
10 compariſon wich his love to you + bu: alio 10 
comp.iiſon with the love which ſome Chriſtians - 
have attained unto ? how ſtrong was the love of 
the Apoſtles unto Chriſt when they lefr all and 
fo.lowed him ! eſpecially atrer the RefurreQion 


of Chriſt and his Aſcenſion into Heaven, when 


w Felons more ſrequent , in Deaths oft : of the Jews | 


; 


the Holy Gho!t was ſer down, and ſatin the like- 
nels of fiery tongurs upon them:O! whara fire of 
love untoChritt waz there then enkindled within 
them. Hence that bold profetiion which they 
make of Chrift before the chief Prieſts and El- 
ders, Ait.4. Hence their rcjovcing that they 
were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for theName 
of Chriſr, when they were beaten for their own- : 
ing and preaching of him, Ad. s. :1. The love. 


of Peter and 72/1 was great unto Chriſr, and the -Þ 


lov2 of Paul was not 1nfer1our unto the love of the 
chiefeſt Apoſtles; | ence jt was thar he rook ſuch 
palr;s to preach the Golpecl in ſo many parts of the 
world, cven from 7erzſa/em and round about un- 
ro Ifyracum , RIM. 15. 19. See allo how he ap= 
proves himſelf co be a Minitter of Cariſt, and gt- 
verh evidences of his ſtrong lave to his Maſter, 
C07. 11.23.24, 25, 25, 27, 28, 29, Are they Mt- 
ut ters of Chriſt? 1 (peab as aforl, 1 am more; in 
[299urs m re aburdant, in ripes about meaſure, in 


8 Arr wy Feet , that Imight run unto Chrilt. 
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five times Yeceaved 1 forty flripes ſave one: Thrice h+ 
was ]beaten with wods ;, once was Iſtoned, thrice f 
I ſuffered Shipwrach , a Night and a Day I have 
heen in the drep , in journeying often , in perils of - 
Waters, mn perils of Robbers, inperils by mint own 
Countrey-men, in perils by the Heathen, in perils in 
the Cily, an pirals in thenulderneſs, in perils in the 
Sea, in perils among falſe brethren: in wearineſs and 
»ainſulneſs, in watchings often, in hungty and thirſt, 
zn ſaſtings often , in cold and nabedneſs. Beſides 
thoſe things which are without, that which cometh 
upon me aayly, the care of all the Churchrs ; whos 
weak and 1 am not weak? who 1s offended and 1 
burn not ? and chap. 12. 10. Itake pleaſure in in- 
firmitats , an veproackes, zn neceſſitits, in priitcu- 
tzons, in diſtreſſes for Chri/ts ſake. The ground of 


) "—_— 


| . all which was the love of Chriſt which aid con- 


ſtrain him, as 1 Cor. $+ 14-he had ſucha love to 
Chriſt that he profeſſeth, Ph:/, 1.21,To me to 1in'e 
is Chriſt, and to die 75 gain, Chriſt was his life, | 
and bis life was wholly at Chriſts Devorion. | 
Bur where is ſuch love now to b! found ? I 
mighr ſpeak alſo of thc love of ſome ancien: Fa- 
thers, Ignatius, Poſycarp, Irrome and others: iake 
one inſrance in 1470%? , who thus expreſſerh his 
love unto Chriſt, 1f my Pather mere weeping on hi 
Knees before wit, my Mother Hanging on my Neck 
behind me, my Brethren, Siſters and Kensſo(b Aowl- | 
ing 01 every fide , tovetain me #n a (inf... cowſ*;, 1 | 
would fling my Mother to the Ground , rim over ny | 
Father, depik all my Kenared, and ty-44 them : 1 
Hove 
little is your love in compariſon with rt;e love of 
toe 


Y 
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thoſe Famous Hero's, ! mean thoſe eminent Mar- 

tyrs, who have deſpiſed the Flames, and endur- 

ed ſac Racking and Torturing Deaths , for the 

Inve which they have born unto Jeſus Chriſt ; the 

Fre cf their love burning ſtronger wirhin them, 
than the fire without them 1n which their Bodies 
were conſumed ? TI not your love alſo (mall in 
-1mpariſon with the love of.our latter reformers, 
vhich fired them with ſuch courage and reſoluti- 
on, az to withſtand a whole world of Antichriſti- 
an Fury and Oppoſition? Is your love comparable 
ro that of many Eminent Divines, and private 
Chriſrians of our own Nation, of the Ape imme- 
diately going before, who are nowaſleep jn their 
Gravis; but hoiv few are there come up in their 
Rooms ? Ir is obſerved, and it 15 greatly to þe la- 
menred, that there 1$ of late years, a grear decay 
10 chePower ofGodlincſs, amongſt thoſe thar ate 
ſincere ; and 15 it not evident 1n the great Decay 
of Love, even intrue Chriſtia'is unto ] ſus C:riit? 
Are not yuu Divarfs in compariſon rich others ? 
Are nGr you Babes in Chriſe, and Weaklingz 10 
your love to Chriſt ? Is it not evident. that you 
have bur lictle love to Chriſr, when he 15 but little 
In your Thoughts and Medir.itions? che Thoughts 
are the Handmaids of the Love; where the Love 
1s (ſtrong ardardert, there ma'yy Thoughcs will 
he arrending uponic ; Bur 6vill vor ( var Hearrs 
rell you, that your Thoughts of Chriſt are very 
few? you can think often of your Food, bur how 
little do you; Thoughts feed upon Chri r, who is 
the Bread of Life 2 You can often think of your 
Rayimen”, but how little do you think of the | 
Ru5:%s £ 
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you think of Jeſus Chriſr, your Friend in Heaven? 
Objedts of S:nſc are often, not only in your Eyes, 
but z1Iſo in your Thoughts 3 but how lire Is 
Chriſt entertained 1n your Thovghts, who is the 
Obj:Q of Faith 2 Moreover , doth it not argue 
little Love to Chriſt , that you ſpeak (o little of 


him and for him, in your- converſe one with ano+ + 


ther: If you had much Love to Chrifr, would not 
this Love breath forth morein your Diſcourles ? 
You can really ſpeak of your (elves, and do often 
either DireaAly , or Obliquely commend your 


Robes of Chriſts Righteouſneſs ? Y: ucan think of- = 
teu of your Earthly Friends. bur how little do :. 


by 


ſelves, which diſcovers your great Self-love; how . 


little do you commend your Lord and Maſter, 
and exrol his Excellencies with your lips? and 


doth not this evidence that you have but lie 


love to him 1a your hearts? You can readily | 


diſcourſe of News and Publick Occurrences 


( which 1s lawful and needful, fo that due limits , 


be obſerved ) bur when you leave Chriſt quite /- 
out of your Diſcourſe, it ſhews that you have not - 


abutdance of Love tro him , becauſe out of the. 


abundance of the Heart the Mouth will (peak. 
Such as have much love to the World , will 
ſpeak of their Riches, ſuch as have much love 


to Pleaſures , will be often ſpeaking of that (ub- | 
j3:& ; ſuchas love their Friends much, will be . 


often ſpeaking and commending of them , when - 


they are in company ; ind when you ſpeak bur 


little of Chriſt, ic isa ſign that you love him bur : 
| Hirtle. © Doth not the little Zeal which you have ; 
; for Chriſts Honour in the World, argue tha: you 

| 4VE; 
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a have bur lirtle love to him ? where 1s your aQtl- 
' vity for Chriſt ro promote his intereſt amongft 
thoſc Relations and Friends , that you have ac- 
. quaintance with? Do you labour all you ca, to 
; bring others into the ways of God, and Into ac- 
* quainrance with Chriſt ? . Befides, will not your 
little (ecret Devotion, argue your little AﬀeRion 
unto Chriſt ? will not your cloſets or orher re- 
- tiring places, witneſs how little you are io ſecrer 
Prayer and Converſe with Chriſt there ? Brief 
þ- and Strairned .Praver in ſecret , doth argue a 
* Heart Straitned in Love to Jeſus.Chriſt. Doth 
. not your Backwardneſs to the:;Exerciſe of this 
| Love to Chriſt, ſhew the weakneſs of your Love? 
How ſlow of Heart are you to the Love of Chriſt? 
how hard to be perſwaded ? you need not be 
perſwaded 10 love your Wives, if rhey he Kind 
and H.Iptu] ; you need not be perfwaded to love 
your Cl.ildren, if they be Pretty and Hopeſul; 
Ho need not be verſwaded to love your Friends, 
'. If chey be Friendly and Faithful : and yer 
. Whatever arc :1ves of Love, the moſt ſtrong of 
any, be 1n;Jctus Chriſt, vou are backward to this 
Love. 

Need 1 ſay mere to convince you, that you 
E= ' .: 'ittl- Love co Chrii: ? vwillnor your own 


_*- conſcienc+ from theſe cor Evidences ſufficient. 


ly wirneſs th= thing ? And noi Chrittianz,chink 

. Whata Sin . what a Shime, whar a Foliyir is, 
that \ ov ſhould have ſo little Love unto Jeſus 
Chriſt: It ic beſo great a Sin for ſuch as are 


Strangers unto Chriſt, to have no Love atall to |} 


/ him, thar it brings them under the moſt dreadful 
| C curſe; 
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curſe ; ſurely ir cannot be a ſmall Sin , that yg 
( who are his true Diſciples ) ſhould have by 
little love unto him; 15 1t not very diſvleaſing i& 
the Father, that you fthnu!d have bur little Loy 
to his Son ? if he do not hate you becauſe < 
Your Relatjon unto Chrift ; yer, 1s he not ang, 
with you, f:r the Lukew armnels of your Aﬀe 
&ion unto Chriſt ? wv1:1ch Sin is Azgravated b 
the nearneſs of your Relation. Is it nor diſhe 
 nourable unto Chriſt, thar vou ſhould have 
Iittle love to him ? don't you 1n effe& (ay, the 
1s no great worth or amiableneſs in him , wh 
you have no great Love unto him? are you ne 
hereby ingrateful unto Chrift , beyond whar ca 
be parallel hv any Ingratitude unto the moſ 
oblieging carthiv Friend ? I 1t not your ſhame 
that you thuu.d i:ave lo .1.ule Love to Chriſt, whe 
he doth fo much deſerve your love ? beſides th 
Infinite Exceil:nctes and Perfeqit9ons which ar 
In his perſon ; doth rot his Jufinite kindneſs ur 
to von, oall for ( not owiy the Trumh, but atfo 
the Strength of vour Love ? Tinvk v hat he hat 
Done for 1o0u ; thinx what he hth-Surtered fe 
you; think wit be Rith Purchiſed for yo 
think what ke hav Prom.f GU; tink vind 
he hath L114 ov: for you 5 thin whar he hat 
Laid up for you 5 ane vir ty hive oy Hofel 
Love to Ciriſi? yet tomike nh pror Returns 
' Moreover , 15 3: t75t your 61! in 1:27 bur lienl 
Love ro Chiti ? Dont vcu avicy berea 
your ſ{cives. , or denar \our ieives bf tit Peace 
paſſ*th a'i underfiznding; Cot tvo's inectng 
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2nd in the ſenſe of His Love, as is inconceivable ? 
is not Injury and Miſchief unto Your (elves, rhe 
conſequent of your lirtle love unto Chriſt ? mult 
you nor draw On heavily In the Nays of God, as 
Phar.ioh when his Charioc-wh:cls were taken off? 
Love to Chriſt is like wheels, 1: your matlon for 
Chriſt, and like Oyl rothe wheels, which makes 
you ready unto any good work, which he doth 
call you unto ; but when you have bur little love 
- unto Chriſt, you muft need< b* more ſow 1D your 
motions , more ſJupgith in Chiiſts ſervice ; you 
will nor, you cannot take that pains In the work 
of the Lord, and be (©, Zealous as you might and 
* ſhould be for your Maitcis Glory. 
To Concluve , if yev have but little love to 
Chriſt , you will be apt {0 tairrin the day of ad- 
verlity , fo farialk when you arc called to rake 
up his Cro{: and iuffer for bis fake : Izffer (uffe- 
rin2s will diſcompole you, greater (uffcrings will 
affrighren and am+Z* you , and you will be in 
d:nzer of turning ſezrul Apo'latcs in time of 
great tryals; th-re 15 need of great Love to Chriſt 
az well as grear Fatch, to carry vou thurow (uffe- 


rings with «courage that VCU may perievere unto 
the end. 
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aſe 4- T7Or Exhortation unto the love of Jeſus © 
Wk Chriſt , whom you have never lcen,#* 
\ this 15 the Uſe chiefly defigned in the choice of}, .: 
i this ſubjet, and which 1 ſhall moſt lacgely in» 
'} ÞNift upon. In the Proſecution of it, I ſhall © 
give ſome Motives, and then ſome Dire&i- | 
Ons. 
The Motives to Induce and Excite you un- 
to the love of this unſeen Chriſt , may be drawn, 
| | 1. From rhe conſideration of what Chritt is. 
| || 2, From the conſideration of Chritis Love. 
 3- From the conſideration of Chriſts Bcne- | 
fits. 4. From the conſideration of that Lore. 
* which Chriſtians have , and ſhould have unto * 
T Chrift. 
| The firſt fort of Motives may be drawn fromy 
+3 the _confideration of what Chriitis, and thar, .- 
Y T1. What .he 1s in Himſclt, 2. What he is to' 
| the Father, 3. What he ts unto true Chri- 
Ntians. | 
Firſt, Conſoder what Chriſt 7s in Himſelf. . + 
In general, Ke is the moſt amiable perſos, þ 
and the moſt ſutable Objett tor your Love. If 
| you ask of the days which are paſt , which 
| { were before. you , fince the cy that Hod crea- 
4 red Man upon the Earth:If you ſeck from one fide 
of Heaven unto the other ; If you make enqui-. 
ry into al! the parts of the Earth, you will ge+ 
ver find that either there ever was or "ny be 
oungy 


t 
4 
| 
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= found any perſon (o lovely , ſo beautiful and fo 
'evcry way deſerving your Love , as the Lord 
Jeius Chriſt : there 15 A Matchleſs, Tranſcen- 

— dent, and Incomparable Beauty and Excellen- 
"cy in him. How paſſionately are ſome fooliſh : 
; Mcn ia Love with the external beauty which 
{they (ec in ſome Women : The exa@ Symerry 
$f parts, and comely proportion of the body; 
= the Amiable Features and Lovely Mixtures of 


colours in the Face, the Beauty of the Eyes, 1n 
their Spii)c their Quick and Graceful Motions,and 
* Amoroys Glatices ; How doth this. Raviſh the 
» | Hearts of ſome fond Lovers ! although the molt 
* * Beautiful Body in the World, is no berres than 
'* Painted clay , dirt and corruption, encloſed in, 
*_ a fair Skio,which ſickneſs will cauſe to loak Pale 
© - and Wan, Dealt will quite Marr; and Spoil. Buc 
d .. the Amiablencis. and Beauty. of Chriſt 1s. mare 
- Tranſcendenc and: Permanent, and: therefore a 
Ip more fir O2jeR for your love. Chriſt 1s Fairep 
»'* than the children of Mea he is all Falt withour 
? any Spor, altogether Lovely , without any Ble- 
* miſhor Dcformicty, 1 have already, ſpaken of rhe 
F Glortous Beauty which ts in Chriſts Glatified Bo- 
'” dy , the moſt Lovcly of any Viſivle aeearure 
which God hath made ; and alfo ofthe. DP 


'F Exccllencics which are in Chriſts Glorificd So 
ff fo ncarly joyned to the Divinity ; cauld \ye ſup« 
'F poic all che Lovelineſs that ever was ſeen , or 
found 19 che moſt lovely perſons that ever lived, 
ro meet 1n one perſon ; how Lovely would that 
perion be | yet ſuch, though never (o reſplcn- 

dent Beaury , would be but a dark -Shaddow, _ 
8 WP, Come ;z 
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c tr Flies ; Great ſouls are not affeted, except 


43 The Trxe Chi iians Love, | 


compared with the Brizhincilſe of Chriſts moſtd: 
Beautiful Perſon, Can you Love the Imperfe 3+ 
Beauty which you fc in Creatures, and will you D 
not Jove the. Perfe& Beaury which there is in! 
Chriſt ? can you love a fading B-auty which ſoon}B 
withereth like rc +1>w:r , and will you not loves 
Chriſt, whole Buauty never decays , but always. Ut 
anth abide wore Freſh chan heaury in the flower .t! 
of youth? can you He (007 AﬀeRed with Beauti. "T1 
fu: Ohjefts , which are before the Eye of your VU 
Senic, and will iou not be affeRed with this far ' 
:nore Beautiful O5jeQ, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, - I 
who is ſo clearly diſcerravle by the Eye of Faith ?. 1 
[che Eye of your Faith were open and clear, to + 
look upon the Tranſcendent Amlableneſſe which 4 
is in Chriſt , you could not chuſe but love him : , 
could you ſee the Glances of his Eye, and the 
Sweet Smiles of his Lovely Face, as ſome have 
ſcen, your Hearts would be overcome and raviſh- 
ed with Love, and filled with extacies of Joy and 
Inc ffable Delight. | 

More particul;ily, There are the moſt Amiable_ 
Qualifications in Chritts Per'on . to atiract and 
draw forth your Love ; I {hall inſtance in theſc 
{1ix, 1. His Greatntſs an{ Autho'ity, 24 His Ho- 
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 tineſs and Parity. 3. His iriſdom and Omniſci-. 


enty. 4+. His Truth and Fidelity, $5. His Ful- 
neſs and All-ſufficiency. 6. His Kindneſs and 
ART). 


1. Conſider Chriſts Greatneſs and Authority, Aquiey 
Ia ncn capit muſcas , The Eagle doth not purſue af? 


beÞ 
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4 
oftbe ivich Great Things 3 there 1s none ſo Great 
- Fas |cius Chriit ; He is moſt Great in Hononr and 
ou Dignity, He Is moit Great 13 FOower and Aucho- 
in eity. Excellency of Majeiiy , dcth greatly en- 
On j82ge the Love , and comnan the hearts as well 
ve.as che Obedience of Subj. as: 4nd thoke Princes 

e Tac have rhe preatcti Poickt ant Authority » Ire 
op. the Darliogs of the People, wacn they don't abuſe 
j.*their place by Uaright.ouſneite 2nd Cruclty, by 
rc Uſurpation and Tyranny. I{P,v.cr be managed 
r- With Clemeacy , a1 auihviicy win kiadnelie 
| .. towards thoſe that are 43.ff command 3 10 high- 
>, Iy do Princcs advance riietniclves hereby 1n tne 
y - Eſteem and Love of ti:ctr People, that they. will 
1-4be ready to ſper:d their Eftates, and venture 
. © their Lives in thcir Service. Cbrift is the Prince 
.. of the Kings of th: E:rih, he 13 clo:hed with the 
 : higheſt honour, Arcayed with tic moſt Excel! - 

' lent Majeſty, Decked with the Jargeſt Pow- 
er, and Inveſicd with. the greaicft Aurhort- 
ty. He is the King and Lord of Glory, H: 15 
Exalted to higher Dizaity chan tl.e greateſt Pa- 
rentate tat ever lived upon the Earth, yea, he 
1s advanced :59ve 3jl Tironcz and Dainiizzons, 
and Pcincipalicies and Vowers, of the Glort- 
ous Angels' wiich .ce 33 Heaven 3 Aill Pow- 
: BY Fl) PIU {0 0112 v7 11 Hi: 40 ant Eartn, Marc. 
27, 18, He: doth what he will in Heaven, the 
engeis are ar 11s Buck , and Execute: his 
Will, go and come ar F1s Command, and 
he hath Power on Errthh 3; He 1s the Head 
of the Churciz, and Head over all unto the 
Church; he can Reſtrain his Eacmies, and 
C4 con» 
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Conquer them , and bring them under his Feet 
at his Pleaſure, And whatever ſeverity he doth 
fhew ſometimes in Exccuting his Judgements, 


} 


? 
$ 


and raking Vengcance oi the Wicked , he doth : 


never abuſe his Power by Ynrighteouſneſ> ; HE ? * 


15 moſt Juſt rowards the worſt, and punifherh 
them here leſſer then the1r inquiries dv defer ve. 
Bur what kindoe(s and c;emency doth he ſhew 
to his own Subjects and People? And will oor 
you have a great Love to ſo great a Perſon ? 


Should not the conſideration of the high Digni- | 
ty of your Lord, raiſe your love of him unto a+ 


great height? When Chriſt hath ſuch Authort- 
ty , ſhall he not commauc your hearts ? 
Chrift 1s inveſted with fuch Power , that he can 


defend you againſt the rage and cruelty of your: 


molt powerful and malicious adverſaries , will 
you not love greatly ſuch a Perſon, as well as 
rrult co.:fidegt'y uadcr the ſhadow of his Go- 
vernmen: ? 

2. Conſider Chriſts Holineſs and Purity, ſome 
great Perſons who abound 10 Wealth and Ho- 
nour , who have ſonic kina of amiable natural 


qualities, and acquired accomputhments which - 
migl:t render them very victu! 1n their countries, | 


cies, and render thew(clves the ojeRs of con» * 
rempt and (corn , unto thole who other- * 


ver through their wickedn-(s and debauchery, 
their filthineſs and wpuricy, their 1mp:ous and 
vicious lives, they ſtain all their other excellen- 


wiſe would bear great Relpect and Love to 
W_-ahem. ; 
= Bur Chriſt is.. maſt amiable for his Holineſſe 


and : 


When 
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| p and Purity; he was holy in his Birth-; although 
' born of a ſinful woman , yet he was born'with- 
out fin ; when he lived amongſt impure ſtnners, 
| hekept his garments from all ftains and ſpots, his 
 « Hearc and life were free from al pollurions, aud 
' Þ. never was he guilty of the leaſt tranſgreſhon , el- 
& ther tn ation or the leatit 1aclination. O what 
'+ 2n excellent Perſon was Chiift when here upon 
the Earth! hov glorious in holineſs, what bright 
beams of perfe& puricy and cx4Q tnnocency did. 
Chriſt ſcatter in thoſe dart plzces of the Earth 
where he lived, and amongfi thoſe dark (ulled 
ſinners wit whom he did converic{ haw then 
doth Chriſt ſhine 1n holineſſe . no.v he 1s earred 
into the Holy of Holies, which 1s above; and there 
doth converſe with none bur (uch as are Holy ? F 
know becauſe of Cliriſts Holinefle and Purity, he 
1s the obj2C& of the hacred and enmity of the wick- 
ed and unzodly;becauſe Chrift 1s an enemy unto ' 
their darling awd beloved luſts, they have an en- 
| mtiy agiinſt Chriſts Perſon: when he was here be- 
| lowhe tcllerth his brethren, Joh. 7.7.T;e world ha- 
| tet) me hecauſe IteSttfie of it, that the works thereof * 
| < - evilzand the hatred of the world doth ſtill 'a- 
»14e upon the ſame account; Chriſt doth reprove 
tic world of (1n,and this the world cannot endure 
ail away with; the beams of Chriſts Holineſs do 
offend their fore Eyes,his holy precepts do offend 
j their carnal hearts; ver notwichſtanding this, he is 
| a molt luitable 01je& for the love of Saints upen 
' _ the account of his tolinets: ſuch as are rruely jud1- 
ci wall love them mott wlro arc beft,and fuch 
] are rcallv the beti men and women 1n the world, 
C5 as 
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a3 are moſt holyzif you arcChriſts diſciples indeed, 
you love holineſſe v here ever you ſee It, and ca 
vou love the imperfte& hoiineſſe which is in Gods 
people , and will you not love Chriſt who is per- 
edtly lofinicely holy In himſelf, and the ſpring of 

all Ne holineſſe,which is to ve found in the Chil- 
dren of Men? ifthere be ſuch a wounderful luſtre 
in the derived holineſs of ſorne,that It makes them 
ro ſhine as lights in 2 dark World what a won- 
derful tranſcendent luſtre is there in the original 
holineſſe which is in Chrift ! which as it is matter 
of great admiration, (o 1t calls for great afteion, 
Pſal. 119. 140. Thy tt ord is very pure, therefore thy 
Servant lovety 7t, Chriit 1s the word, not he 
written Word, bw the Etlential Word , and he 
is rety pure,theretore you ſhould love him. 

3. Conſider Chritis Wiſdom and Omniſctency, 
Wiſdom dorh make the face to ſhine z Learning 
dc th advarce ſome very highly in eſteem; ſuch as 
xK20w moſt, 1t rheir morals be (uirable ro ther in- 
relleQuals, arc mot admired oy thoſe that under- 
m_ what true worth 1s , eſpectally if chere be 

ual Wildom In conjunGtton with natural and 
20qu!! cd, 1f there he much Grace In the heart, as 
w e; cl 3S much non ledpe in the head , how wor- 

' are ſuch) 10 b: heloved ? Daniel was a man of 
ercar Learning and Wiſdom , Skili'd 1 all the 
jea-n1ng Of the Chaldeans w hich was not finful and 
dia':t:,ical , and beſides ris Re was endued with 
iokes W1idom by the teachings of the. Holy Spi- 
rit; the Angel told this Danze! more than once 
or twice, that he was 4 Man greatly beloved; he 
was creatly beloved &, the Lord of Heaven, 

preat- 


— 


a_ 
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|y beloved by his Prince on Eart' , and preatiy 
beloved by his Peopie, and by all, EXCOMt ſons 
” that envy cd his profycrity an 1 favour, Dani 
5 Wildom did render him {5 uaiverfally 2mi- 
a. ale - How then ſ;onld ang 1e beloved hecaute 
of h13 Wiſdom and Roowie: ge t the W IN »11) of 
Cliriſt 1s far beyor:G Fe W dom of D1nice! , or 
the Wiſdom of So/rmr. lo was wilt hi n D.1- 
1e! ; the'c man wt \\ {dom which made them 
famcuz and cfiecined 11 riicir day 3 bur Chr-ift 
1s Wiidom, the Wiidoimn of tlic Father; chevy were 
Children of W:i{om , bur Chr 13 re Father 
and Fountaln of Wiidomn: -: £HE ' nad 1c Jcwels 
of Wiſeom, bur the Trea-ur-s3 of Wiſdom are hid 
and 1:1d up in Ci:r1ft, Co. 5. 2. rhey had He *arnivg 
and knowledge , hut tals knowledge was lgno- 
rance, Coinpared witli: thi: kk: o led; »c Of Chriſt; 
LIC gre my 0.jt of i rings which they knew, 
heing & Ei eenft bare of the tht 4's which they 


knew nor; ti:21 kty. v | akth 3:5 , bur Chritt 1s 
Oneeete 3117 ; nc Aetna! hinge; thev knew 
mMINyY OrreE np nuts, Hur Chrilt xnoveth the 


le mers Go toavn, the mine of Grd, ond nothing 
EM1d from ft.n. How groath bhilunet win (hc.uld 
Cartf "@/NNQUATe Wilt, \on gf + \ 91 would 
- wiſe, yer muit Jave Ch: itt. who $10 Inftnite- 
he 1c In mt, and «hoalunc can make you 
rrucly We 
4- Cor, lider Chriſts Truth and Fidelity, 
Truth pick Fa!thfulneſſe arc verv rare 1n our 
days , when Falſhood and Deceit do fo 
much abound ; Whar was ſaid of old , Ifar. 
$5. Ty, Is. Iruth failerh and filleth jn the 
Ctr<UTLS, 
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Street; the ſame may be ſaid now; and therefore” 


| them alſo to have large Hearts and open Hands, 


ſuch as are True wichout Guile, Faithful without 
Deceir, are worthy of great Eſteem and Love. 


Bur what Love ſhould you give unto Chrift, who 
- Is not only True, bur Truth it (elf; who is moſt 
" 'Faithful in all his undertakings and promiſes, 


and never deccived any that put their cruſt in 


him , who 1s ofcen b:trter than his word, never 


worſe? you will love a true and Faithful Friend, 
and will you not love a True and Faithful Chrift, 
the beſt Friend of the Children of men ? as 
Chriſts Faithfulne(s ſhould encourage your con- 
fidence in him, (o it ſhould endear your love un- 
to him. 

s. Conſider Chriſts Fulneſs and All-ſuffictency, 
Such as have large and plentiful Eſtates,are great- 
ly beloved by the poor and indigent, if they find 


ready to diſtribute unto their wants and neceſſi- 


| cies; none have ſuch fulnefs and pienty as the Lord 
$ jeſus Chritt, and none (© willing tro commuvicate 


of his Fulneſs unto the wants of ſuch as are pure 
MN Spirtr, and (enfible of their need, Col. 1. 19. 


t 1; hath pleaſed the Father that in him all ſults 
| ;vould dw;!.. There is nor only Plenty in him, 


dar Fulnels : not the Fulneſs of the Ciſtern , buc 


| the Fulnets of the Fountain; not the Fulneſs only 
| of ſut5ciency for himſelf, but the Fulneſs of re- 
"dundancy for his people ; not fornc Fulneſs for 


ſome things, bur all Fulneſs for all chings that are 


£00; not Fulneſs for ſome time, and to continue 
-but for a while, but all Fulneſs doth dwell in him, 
and wbide for all his propic throughout all Gene- 


rations; 


* There is a $wofold Fulneſs in Chriſt for his peo 
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rations ; and this not to depend upon the plea- 
ſure of men whoſe minds may alter, bur ir hath 
plcaſed the Father, it dependeth upon the plea- 


| ſure of the Father, who is always the ſame, and 


able, 


whoſe good will to his people 15 uncha 


- 


ple here; befides his Fulneſs of Glory which hath . 
a reference to Eternity, There is a Fulneſs of 
Merit, and a Fulneſs of Spirit; 1. A Fulne(s of 
Merit , in thar full and perfc& Righteouſneſle 
which he hath wrought out for them, and which 
he doth impure unto them for their Juſtification. 
2, There ls 2 Fulneſs of Spiric in Chriſt, the Spi- 
rit being given unto him without meaſure, which 
he doth impart and communicate unto them, for 
their SanRificarion and Confolarion. Chriſtians 
you are empty , Chriſt is full ; -you are poor, 
Chriſt is rich; you are indipent , Chriſt is All- 
ſufficient; and will nor you love Chriſt, who is 
able to do for you , beyond what you are able to 
aſk or think , and is as willing as he Is able ro 
ſupply all your Spiritual neceſſities ? will you 


; not love Chrift who is an Overflowing and Ever- 
' flowing Fountaip of Good , who hath inexhau- 


ſt1ble Treaſures of Graces and Comforts in him, 
which are ſet open before you , aad unto you, 
and every day you may freely come and fetch 
fuch jewels out of this Treaſury, as are of higher 
worth and greater uſe than any Earthly Riches 
in the greateſt Plenty and Abundance? 
6.Confider Chriſis kindneſs and mercy. All rhe 
kIndneſs of Men is unkindneſs compared with rhe -- 


\ kindneſs of Chritt , all the mereics of men are .; 


Cru». : 


vs. as 
'; Jn - 
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. Cruelty, , compared with the Mercies of Chriſt. 


Hejs 21! kinancile, ail towels, al! compaſſion, all 
pity , all grace, all mery to miſerable loſt man- 
kind; I ſhall not enlarge here, becauſe this wil 

fall under the ſecond head of Arguments, taken 
from the conſideration of Chriſis Love. And if 
you ad the kindneſs and mercy of Chriſt to all his 
other excellencics and perfe&ions, ſurely he will 
appear to have incomparably the greateſt Attra- 
aives in Lim for Love, unto any that have not a 
very thick vail of unhelicf beforc their cyes to 
_ . hide him from their view. 


Secondly, Confider what Chriſt 1s to the F1- 
ther, t, He is mo{t nearly related ro him. 2. He 15 

' moſt dearly beloved by him. 

1. Chriſt 1s moſt nearly Related, and with all 

moſt perfeQly ltze unto the Father. All the crea- 

tures are rclatcd to God as their Maker , bur 

Gods Children are more nearly related ; tic 

Saints arc nearlv- relited to God , who are }:!5 

Chiidren by Adop:1on and Repeneration ; the 

' Avgels are more near]; related to God , wt are 

his Sons by Creation, and never were ſeparated 

from him by fin; ur the Lord Jeſus Chrift 15s mot 

nearly relired unto God who is hi; Son by Ecer- 

nz] Genera:!on: thus Chrift 1+ the only Begotten 

Son of Ged ,, and doth bear his Image moſt per- 

fealy, heing rhe brighenelie of his : Hrs Glo- 

ry, an4 the expreſſe Image of his Perſon. This 

nearreliation of Chriſt , and his likeneſle to the 

; Farther doth call for your ſtrongeſt Love ; if you 

have rcaſon to honour the Father :; on the ſame 1 


aC- 
\ 
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1c.count you have reaſon to honour the Son ; If 
| you have reaſon to love the Father, ycu have the 
* ame reaſon to love the Son, You will love the 
- Sons of Princes, and will you not love the Son of 
God ? you will love your own Chil:iren , who 
hear your own Image , and will cot you love 
Chriſt who is the expreſle Image of God? we 
read of Chriſt, Phzl. 2, 6. ;v19 being 14 the form of 
God, thought it no Ro-bery to ve equai with God, 
. Chriſt ( without Robbery or Deroz2ation unto 
, God )) is equal with God in all Gloricus Ex- 
ccllencies and Perfefious , and thereiore your 
higheſt and ftrongeſt love is his due, and withour 
robbery you cannot Witnhold it trom him. 
2. Chriſt is moſt dearly beloved 5y the Father, 
2 Pet. 1.17. For he rec:ived from Gol tve Father, 
Honour and Glory, when there cam? ſuch a voice ta 
him, from che Excellent Glory : This zs my oeloved 
Son in whom I am well pleaſed: he then that 1s wor- 
thy of the Fathers love, ſurely 15 worthy of yours; 
he that 1s chtefly beloved by the Father, ſhould 
chietly be beloved by you. 
4 
Thirdly, Conſider what Chriſt is unto all true 
Chriſtians; if you be ſuch,Chriſt is your Shepherd, 
he feedeth you In green Paſturcs, he hath laid 
+ downhis Lifc for his Sheep,and will you not love 
ſuch a Shepherd ? he is your Captain who hazh 
conquered all your Enemies for yoy, and leadeth - 
you on to take the ſpoils, and will you nor love 
' ſuchaleader? he 1s your Propher, who teacheth . 
you the moſt excellenr things that ever were , 
4 taught, the lygheic mylteries, the moſt Glorious. 
 Truth&zg 
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| to know and believe; aud he teacheth you in 
| the moſt excellent way by his Word and Spirit, 


| Truths, piving you light , and as eye to diſcern 
this light ; and will you not love ſuch a teacher ? 
He 1s your High-prieft who hath madeſfarisfaci- 
on for you , and withal maketh tnterceſhon for 
you; to reconcile you unto God, and his inter- 
ceſlion 1s inceſſant and prevalent, and will you 
not loveſuch an Advocate ? He is your King who 

| Ruleth you moſt Yowerfully and Rightcouſly, 
moſt Wiſely and Graciouſly , and will you nor 
love ſuch a Soveraign. He 15 your BenefaRor, 
the moſt kind and bountiful , and no gift. are 
F comparable unto his gifts, and will you nor love 
ſuch a Friend ? He 1s your Brother, and ifhe be 
not aſhamed to own you for his Brethren and 

t Siſters, will it not be a ſhame 1f you ſhould with- 
hold from him your hearts? he is your Ruſband, 

| and you are joyned to him by rhe Spirit , and 
F Faith in ſuch Bonds as cannot be brok-en, ard 
| will not you embrace him 1n the arins of your 
| dearc(t love? he is your Redeemer who reicuc 
and delivered you from Sin and Saran , from 


Ld _ # ” 


; 
4 
C 
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| 


, 


Death and Wrath : he hath redeemed you by 

price , the price of his bloud, and hath he no: 
Wrhen given rhe grearcfi price for your Love ? he 
F hath redeemed you alſo by conqueſt , and ſhall 
he nor meke a conquelt of your hearts ? Surely 
you ar& altogether unwerthy of rhefe relation”, 
; Kyou do ror preſent Chriſt with your moſt ep - 
"dearcd and chorfefi AﬀeRions. Thus Mode 
' ctves 


1 
; 
' 


| | 


Truths, which are of the greateſt concernmene 


| opcning your underftandings as well as his - 


k bra}. 
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in Motives drawn from che Conſideration of whar 
It, Chriſt 15: 
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4 TY ſecond (ort-of Motives to excite your 

Love to Chriſt, may be drawh from the cog- 
{ideration of Chriſts love unto true Chriftians. 
If you are Chriſtians indeed , Chriti loverh you, 
t. Witch the Freeſt Love. 2. With the trucit 


Love. 3. With the Strongeſt Love, 4. Wit 
the (ureſt Love. 


1. Conſider that Chriſt Loveth you with the _ 
\ Freeft Love : There are many M6tives and At- 
rraQives for your Love to Chriſt ; bur Chriſts 

| Lovero you is moſt free ; nothing in your ſelves 
to draw and engage his Love , except deformiry 
and enn ity to him , cxcept filthineſs which he 
loatheth , and wickednel(s which his foul haterh, 

be Motives. There is no man-in the world that 

; loverh you bur he findeth or fancycth ſome love- 
lineſs In you, ſomething co be a Motive to draw 

his Love to you , witc is a motive to ſome, 
+ wealth toorhers, beauty to ſome , ſtrength ro 
others, liberality ro ſome , ſervice ro others, - 
greatneſs 'to ſome, goodneſs to athers 3 like» 
neſs , whether 1t be 1r:good or cyi, is a mo- - 
_ tive tothe love of the nioſt 5 bur Chrfts firſt - 
' loveto. you, 1s altogether free , that which is. 
4, 2 mottyeto men, and induccth.hielr loye:to you, 
| | I 
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W:.0m there are (6 mM3NYV Morives ro draiy your , 
love? Did Chrif vegin to love, and Ill not you 
love you under your 

and wiil not you love him in whom 
perfect beauty ? If you now have 

, Its through the comelineſ; 

PUT upon you; but Chritt« a cit 
s Matter of the ereateti ad- 
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of Love, where there is the greateſt need, this 1s 
rarely ro be found. 7o5 complatneth, 7ob 6.19, 
16, 17. My brethren have dealt deceitfully like a 
bz00b , and as the ſtream of brooks tney pa's away 3 
which are blackiſh by reaſon of the yce, and wherein 
the now is hid , what time they wax warm they 
vaniſh, when it is hot they are conſamed out of their 
p.4:t, In the proſperity of Jo5 he had many 
friends , and their love and friendſhip did ſeem 
to have ſome ſtrength and conſiſtency , like the 
ice upon the brook; bur when heat of crouble and 
catamlry came ron oh ; then the love of ht: 
friends did melt and vaniſh away like ice and 
ſnov before the warm beams of the Sun : the love. 
of the moſt 1s ſelfiſh, for their own ends,and there- 
fore when their love is not like to be beneficial, 
but rather create trouble and prejudice to them- 


{» (elves, It cometh to nothing, True Chriſclani- 


a OS 


t; doth teach arfother kind of love ; and thoſe 
014% ace powerfully Religious have a true love, 
wivch 1s ready to ſhew it ſelf moſt in an Adverſz 
cira'e, But none do or can love you with (uch 4 
tru love as Jeſuz Chyiſt; rhere i3 no fIutrery or 
att] rwiarion in his Love, his Love 1s not in the 
Jealr counterfeir , it 15 not in the lea(t ſelfiſh, 
and for his own enlis ; he doth notlove you 
to Receive Gond from you , hurt that he 
mizht do good unto you : hs loverh you 
nor only in Proſperity, bur chiefly He doth 
evidence his Love in AﬀiRion and Advcrſity; 
Heisa preſent help in the tine of trouvle, and 
then goth give the moſc render demggltrations | 
of iis Love ; he is rouched with is 
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of your infrmities whcn you are tempted , and\ 
ſympathizer'1 with you in your fortows, when 
you arc atthited; he ſhews his love in viſiting 
you under your troubles , in ſupporting you , in 
relieving you, and in dclivering vou. ON! what 
Love ſhould you have unto the Lord Jeſus Chrif, 
who loveth you with (uch a truc love ? 


3- Confider that Chri}t loverh you with the 
ſirongeſt love. His love is more ſtrong than 
Death, more ardent than the Fire , which hath 
a moſt vehe.ncnt Flame, The tirengeh of Chrifts 
Love to you doth ſhew it (elf in the ativiry of | 
his Love , in his doing-for you ; and this will 
appear In three things, 1. In what he hath done 


for you. 2. In what he is doing for you. 3. In 
whac. he will do for y ou; 


1. The ſtrength and aRiviry of Chriſts Love to 
you, doth ſhew it (cif in what Chriſt hatch done 
foryou ; I ſhall bri-tly name ſome particulars. 
1. It wasthe ſtrong Love of Chritt which broughc 
him down from Heaven for you, to-aſſume your 

. Nature, what manner of love was this thar God 
| ſhould become man ! that Spirit ſhouid become 
| Fleſh , that he who made the world ſhould be 
barn of a mean Virgine , an4 all for your (kc: ! 


2. It was the love of Chrift which made him to 
fulfil all Righreouſnels for you; he yielded per- 
felt obedience to the Law, both Moral and Cerc- 
montal , that you might have the benefir of it. 
$Ic was the Love of Chriſt which made him-fubmtt 
himſelf ro the temptations of the Devil ages +4 
that 
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ng 4 that he, ſuffering being tempted , might be adle 


Ci 


to ſuccour you when youare tempred. 4.Tt was 
the love of Ciirift which made him endure the 
contradidi:n< of finners for you; he bore many 


affronrs, co: uinclies, envyiogs and blaſphemies 


of wicked men , that he might glve you an ex- 
ampic ho:v iv carry your ſelves under the like 
circyumitances. $8. {t was the Love of Chriſt 
which matic hum lay down hb: Life for you, 7oh. 
15.14, i4+ GYe«r7tr (726 bath no man than this,that 
a man /ay avan his lift for his fraend : ye are my 


f-/:nds.- Thar ſuch a p< rion as Chriſt, (o excel- , 
len! . ſo innocent , ſhovld4 undergo death, and 


luch a death as that of the Croſs, to diſgraceful, 
fo painful; that he ſhould ſubmit -ro ſuch 1gnom|- 


ny, and endure {ui Agony, fuch tearings In his _ 
Fleſh, ſuch preſſures .1n his Spicit, and rhat with 


(uch reſolution and willingneſs , with ſuch (ub- 
miſſion and patience , and that for ſuch as you, 
although now his friends, yer whileſt 19 a ſtare of 
Nature, ſtrangers and enemies ; here was Love 


ſtronger than death ! Oh the heighc! Oh the 


depth of this Love / There arc {uch dimeaſions in 


this Love of Chriſt,as the longeft line of your moſt. 


extended thoughts and tmiginations can never 
be able ro-reach aud meaſure. 6. Ir waz the love 
of Chrift which raiſed him again from the dead 


for you, Rom. 4. 25. hg w2s ar.ivered for aur of + 


fences, and railed again ſor our jui:ft. arron. 7. ft 
was the love of Chriit which carri.d vim ap from 


Exrth to Heaven, where hc was before for you,, 
Joh. 16.7. Nevertheleſs 1 tell you the truth , a 58 


expedient jor you that 1 go away ; for if 1 ga "not 
away 


| 
| 


, | ——C—— wt DAD 


* band. a CVE YU VIE reccived Into the arms of 


| ah .. kw - WOrs together fo: your good , Rem. 8. 
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amay, the Comforter will not come unto you; but i 
1 atpart, I wili ſena him unto you. 


2, The ſtrength and aQiviry of Chriſts Low 
to mw doth ſhew it ſelf in what he is Doing for 
you. 1. He 1s interceeding for you at the righd 
hand of God; Rom. 8. 24. Whots he that condem- 
neth? it is Chriſt that aitd , yea, rather that 7s ris 
ſen again . mho 2s ten at the right hand of God, 

who alſo maktth interceſſion ſor us. Its through 
Love that Criſt doth plead for you in Heaven, 
rliat your perſons may be accepted , your fins 
pardored, your prayers anſwered, and that theþ 
holy Ghcſr may be ſent down tO you , to teach, | 
ſaraific and comfort you. 2. He js preparing a 
place for you, 7ob. 14. 2. In oh Fathers houſ? there 
are many Manſions , ;7 it were not ſs I would have 
tnld you, 180 10 prepare a place for you. It is through | 
love thar Chriſt as your forcranaer, 1s for you en- 
tered 1nto th- gloricus Palace thar is above, to 
Gigs poſſeſſion of it for you,and to prepare places - 

<rc for your recepilon 
 frength and aQiviry of Chriſrs love 
t You doth ſhe 1 ſe'f in whar lte will do for you. 
i. tie wil keep you 11 his hand that none fhall 
plu:k you hence , Jo Io. 28. Tyty (hall newt) 
perch . nizther ball « £y man pluck they out of my 


” ts. 


x 


his love,  refore \ ou thall be kept by the hand 
of 115 p: ing and th. retor.- you ſhall never either » 
fi. .- r- tally fall away 2. Chriſt will make 


22, -:8t.; we bnow that all things wo'k together for 
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£006 3 them that love God. Chriſt hath an en- 
.r<d love to all you that love God , your jove 
inp the fruit cf his; and when Men and Dc vils 
-nipire t2gerner tO do you mlichief Chris love 
\.1/! turn it vnito your (Piritual advacrage. 3.Chriſt 
Wil ſrend by yeu in trovble and ar death , Fob. 
14. 18. 1 wci; not {eate you comfurtiers 1 will 
C1)»; aNtO0 huitle Witt <n aMiRion QCOti1 ail! e elpe- 
ciuliy if it be tor Hitz ſake , ard you arc bereaved 
of all ou! vard Comiorts , Chriſt will not leave 
vu comforileis, when fricnds fail , andq4 
1. Hh fali's , and hearc fails, yea , and life 
2115 5 Ciiriſt all nur fail © bur will ſtand by and 
ren 2tnen you, and be alight co you in Your _—_—_ 
el; ours, 4 ity to your Spiritz When they 2 
read) © fink within yu. 4. After death C: ie 
will "Ai care of Yuur Souls, te w:ll not wife 
*hem to wan'icer, they know nor whither, te will 
nor ſuffer the Devil to ſ<1ze on (54m as his prey, 
but he will f.:3 his Angcils oo conduc anal con- 
vey them 16 tie heave fly para lle, tiat where 


he's, ther ty may ber alto, 5 be 16. 22, And 
;t came topiis tiltths tif n wy are, and was Cars 
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inthe Ezch , vitatever bic nih of nc, 
ine. Lora Jeſus at 1's feennd Gior ous &p- 
pe-rance,, vii] end them amd rattle them , - 3nd 
transform them 1ti8to 7c | rent fie of his mae 
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glorious body, 7oh. 6. 40. And this is the Fathen C 
will which hath ſent me, that every one which ſeeth (h 
the Son and belitueth on him may bave Everlaſtin, H 
Liſe ; and I will razſe him up at the la#t day, Phik w 
3+ 20, 21. Foy our Converſation is in Heaven, fron et 
whence wt look for the Saviour , the Lord ng ſy 


Chriſt ; who ſhall change our vile Body, that it may © 
be faſhioned like unto his glorinus Bocy. 6. Chritf u 
will ſend forth his Angel» ro gather you into the. c 
ſociety of the Ele& tac have lived 16 all yo f 
and all parts of ch. World, an4 co convey you It! þ 
to his preſence. to incet himin the Air when hej 1 
cometh to judge rie World, Mat. 24. 31. Am y 
he ſhall jend his Angels with a great ſound of 4, 2 
Trumpet , ana they [hail gather together hs Elefl x 
from the four winds, from one end of Heaven unto thi } 
other, 1 The. 4. 16, 19. For the Lord bimfelf (hall,.] 

J 


deſcend from Heaven with a ſhout , with the voict 
of th? Archangel, and with the Trump of God, and 
the aztad in Chriſt [hail riſe firſt; then we which art 
al;t: and remain , ſhall be caught up together with 
them -n the Clouds , to meet the Lord inthe Atr.' ' 
7. Chriſt wil] own you, and crown you, and ad-' 
mit you into the Kingdom of Heaven , which he 
heth prepared for you. Mat. 25. 34+ Then ſhall 
tz; King jay unto them on his right hand, Come UF 
bleſſ.d of my Father , mnherit the kingdom prepa: 
red foy you from the Foundation of the World, Here 
is ſtrong and attive love indeed ! and ſhall not 
the conſ1deration of this love of Chriſt raiſe and 
heighten your love unto him? ſhall it not provoke 
and excire you unto attivity of love, unto the. 


[ircly and moſt vigorous exerciſe thereof? hy 
Chr 
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' Chriſc united himſelf to your nature ? And 
| ſhall not your Hearts be united unto his Perfon 7 
6 Hath he fulfilled all Righteoulne(s for you ? and 
| will not you fulfil his command of Love : hath he 
L endured ſuch temptations , contradidtions and 
; ſufferings upon your account, and given himſelf 


to die for you? and will ndt you give: your hearts 
; cended into Heaven tor you? and will not your 


unto him ? hath he riſcn from the dead, and A(- 
AﬀeRions ariſe from the, Earth, and aſcend 1nto 

>” Heaven, where Jeſus Chriſt 1s ? Doth he plead 
& in Heaven with the Father for you? and will nor 
d you hearken to his pleadings, by his Word 
| and Spirit with you for your love ? Ts he pre- 
paring a zlorious Manſion for you In his Fathers 
houſc ? and will not vcu prepare a pluce for 
him , and enrtertatn him 1n the 1nner room of 
your chiefeſt Aﬀettions? Dorh, and will he 
ke2p you in his hand ? and willnat-you embrace 
him in your boſoms ? Will ke'make all things 
work together for your good ? and will not 
your AﬀeRions work towards tm ? Wil: he- 
ftand by you 1n Trouble and ac D-ath ? and will 
rot tits put life 1nto your love 7 Will he ſend 
1:15 Angels to convey your Souls 1nto [13 Preſence, 
eh when (cparated from our Bodies ? and ſhall nor 
j-* your hearts get to him, and loJge with him He- 
e fore? Will he raiſc up your Bodies at the laſt 
t day? and «1jIl not the hopes of this raiſe up your 
Aﬀettions ? Stall veu bc caughr up in the clouds 
() meer the Lord inche Air, and will Chriſt there 
- Own and crown you ? and will noi the bclieving 
x} fore-choughts of this riviſhyour hearts with love * 
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Chriſt , and tranſport you with unſpeakable jc 

che {irength of Chriſts Love to you, | 

{hould engage your love for him , . not only- 

> Truch of it , but alſo In the-Scren 
ir, 


4+ Confider chat Chrift loveth you with-t 
ſureſt love. Some Friends may.love youa wh 
with ſome kind of Scrength and Ardency , :t 
luch differences may ariſe between you , as ſhd 
ſoon weaken and cool their love, and of-Frier 
they ſhall prove Strangers, yea, become Enemi 
unro.yqu : Pr if their love dothabide , it i3ne 


ſure , becauſe they may not abide; If t 
lore dic not whilſt they he. They may ſoon die 
and then their love 1s at anend : but the lon 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto you is the mol 
Sure Love : Ifhe begin to Jove you , he wi 
continue to love you ; if he love you once , 
ivi{l love you tothe end, or rather 6ichour endy 
rh2 fove of Chriſt 1s not ſubje& ro mutations ane 
changes like unto ours 3 If you flag jn your 
love , he will not fail In his love , and thougl 
you offend. him , he is not ijrreconcileable ; 4 
may indeed. upon.unkindnefs on your fide, wit 
tray the manifeſtations of kis Love for a whil 
zur he will.never wholly remove his Love fromf- 
you, the love of Chriſt admits of no changing 
knoivs no ending. - Chriſtians, what motives cz 
yau fi2d jm any perſon, or any thing io the world; 
which you have ſeen, comparable to thoſe whickk 
you have in this Lord Jeſus Chrift , though you 
#- . have ncver ſeehim 5 Helis a Perſon moſt amy 
"3 6 4 ( 
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able in himſelf, his Greatneſs, his Holineſs, his 
Wiſdom, his Faithfulneſs, hls Fulneſs, his Klnd- 
. neſs do make him ſhine with an admirable luſtre; 
hk Relation to the Father , -and the love which 
the Father doth bear to him , hisRelacton uoro 
, being your Shepherd , your Capraln, your 
eacher, your Advocate, your Soverajgo, your 
BenefaRor, your Brother . your Husbend, your 
Redecmer., all theſe do commend him to your 
ove, but when matchleſs Beaury and Lovell 
neſs do meet” in a perſon that doth bear march- 
leſs love to you , when this moſt amiable Lord 
Jeſus doth love you with ſuch a free love, ſuch 
«a cordiel love , ſuch a ſrrong and ative , ſuch 2 
' (ure and conſtintiove; When his loves incom- 
| parable, ſucpailing g)| other love , and: incom- 


prehenfſib!e , ſurpaſſing all knowledge. © with 


| whar attivity, ardour and confrancy, ſhculd you 
; love (o ſuttable an ObjeR ! FR 
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SECT. XIII. 


fe third-ſort of motives to excite your laygl 
pnto Chriſt, may be drawn. from the conkyy 
FM of Cliſts Benefits, If yoy are 
Chriſtians, you have, 1. Spiricual Light from 
Chriſt, 2. Spiritual me from -him. 3, b \F 
Pardon, of ſin from him. 4. The Robes of Rig 
reauſneſs from him. 5. The Peace of Conſciend | 
him. 6. The Joyes of the Holy Ghoſt fros 
dh. 7..The Riches of Grace from him. 8. Thy 
Digany of Chuldren from him. 9. The Spirit ol 
rayer from him. 10. Title to the Kingdom of 
Heaven , with the ficſt Fruits , and fore-raſtes « 
it from him here , and ihall be pur into che pak 
* ſeſſipn af it by him hereafrer. 
1. You have Spirirual Light from Chriſt; Chrif 
3s the Sun from whom all the heames of chis 'ght 
do come : time was when you were not o2aly 11 
the dark, bur darkneſs ; bur Jeſus Chriſt did e 
lighten you, Fph. 5.8. For ye were ſometimes darks 
neſs, but now are ye lignt in the Lord, wolk aff 
Chilaren of the Light : Ic |; Chritt chat hat 
turned you from darkneſs to 11g';r , that hat 
trarflated you out of darkne's into his marvellow 
light, he hath cauſed a marveiluus light ro fhing 
Into your mwds , whereby he hath diſcovered ta 
you te wonderful things of rhe Law. that cheres« 
by you- might diſcern the od15u3 nature of Sin 
ana v lharey he hath diſcovercd to you the wot 
deriul my{terics of :3e Goſpcl, rhat thereby ye 
mig 
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\ might diſcern the excellencie of Goſpel pri- 
vile-iges,and the exccedivg Rickes of Gods Grace 
© and Kinwnco's rhrouzh Jeſus Chritt. Chiriſt hath 
> opened your Eics to fee the cn%% teſt evil}, rhat 
ou in'ghr be delivered froin !r, Jnd the chieteſt 
pook and happiels , ttidt yOu 11.gat attazn.unto 
It. And doth not this L12he iwlitzi you have from 
Chri't co!l for vour love? If the man tar was 
! born bind, and was cured of it's natural daikneſs 
by C:ciit , did loc Cirift for this favour, foas 
| boldlv ro plead tor him before tits Phariſees, 
though ie were for It cait uu; of t!1e Synagogues, 
as you may rea 1a for 9. How n.uch more rea- 
ſon have vou to love Corilt, who ach cured you 
of you: Sptriiu4l ilarkneſs, which haq it continu» 
ed, you woul:l have gone blind ro Hell, where 
there 15 bj-cxnels of darknets for ever ? by 
2. You have <7'r:wal Life from Chriſt ; you 
were Sp1;irually dead , and Cirtt hath quickned 
you , EZ". 2.1. Ti bath bt quickned wyn were 
dead in fins an: trejpaiſcs, We read that Chrilt 
raiſed Leq47%, trom tie dead after he had been 
buried four days, 7+. 11. Lazzrys did love Chrif 
before, bu: no doubr t:15 ReſurreRion of hun fo 
wonderfully , u1d endear bis love to Chriſt 2x- 
ceedingly ; and ſhall not Chriits rai 61g you up 
from your Sp'ricual death, raile your hearcs wato 
2 great height of love to Chriſt! you will greatly 
loveone that 1s inſtrumental to (aye your natural 
lite, when in ercaz hazard and danger, eſpecial- | 
ly if 1e !houid do it by venturing his own 3 and. 


w1ll you not greatly love Chriſt , who hath give - 


YOU Spiritual Lite 5 which is far [POTC excellenr f 
| D--3. thas 
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than the life of nature 3 and when he died that t} 
you:might live, and when, if you had nor receiv. ir 
ed this Spiritual Life from him, you could nat | 
have cicaped eternal death ? , d 
3« You have the Pardon of Sin from Chrifi;rhiz 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for you, and the purchaſe; y 
hath coft himr dear, cven his bloud , which ww? 
of more worth than the treaſures hp— there ? 
many) of ren thouſand worlds ; t 


his Chriſt hath} 
lued our for you by his interceſſion ar the right? 
hand of. God. Whilſt you were under the guik 
of fin, you were bound over unto the Ju ſlice of 
God, to ſuffer rhe vengeance of Ercrnal Fire; but 
being pardoned , your obligarion to future pus: 
aiſhmenr js vaken off, and you arc no more 1yad 
to wrath to come,and the vengeance of Hell; t 
if you had never finned : And will you not love 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath procured for you 
ſo greata priviledge ? we read of onc that had 


, 


—_— 


much forgiven her, atd ſhe loved much, Luke 9, 
47. and have not you had much forgiven? have 
nor your ſins been very numerous, and very hel- 
nouv?and hath Chrift obrained the pardon of them 
all 7 and: will not you love Chriſt much ? 

4-- You have the Robes of Righteouſneſs from 
Chriſt: You are born naked of Original Righre= 
ouſocſs , and you could not work out any atualf ' 
Righreouſoeſs for your ſelves that might cover}. 
your nakednefs, whatever you wrought your (elves 

| 4c was ragsthut could. nor cover you , and-it wil. 
8 filthy rags which dtd-polluce and 'defile you 

” Chriſt' harh given you the Robes of his -perfe 
-& Righteouſneſs it cover and adorn you wr EE 
—_ "23% racers 
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| rhereia you ar: acepred as perfe&ly Righteous 
, in che fight of Go. O tow ſhould we love rne 
| Lord Jeſus Chr: it {or this Garment. if your Bo- 

; dies vere naked, :nJouc thould give you clothes 
. to cover you: eipectally if rhey were'rich clothes, 
- you would ove iuch a-perien; and will -you not 
* Jove the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath given you a 

F Garment to cover your Souls, and that a very rich 
{ one, even che Robes of his moſt pure and un- 
; ſported Righreouſneſs, which by faith is pur up- 
* On you? 


' $- You have geace of Conſcience from Chritt. 
* Tins is that peace which the Scripture telleth us 
paſſeth all underfianding, Phil. 4. 7. It paſſcth all 
underſtanding to know the worth of jt; ſuch as 
# have this peact woutd nor leave It upon any ace 
couur , they would part with Eſtate or Liberty, 
or Life rather then p-r: with their peace; and 
thoſe which have it not , bur now do ſlight and 
negle It, yct if chey be awakened by the ſides of 
the Irave , and when they are come to the con- 
fines of Ercenity , then they would value this 
Pcace, and give all rhe world ( were it at their 
diſponſc ) for ſt. This Jewel of Peace you have * 
, frors Jeſus Chriſt , he liach purchalſcd 1t for you 
tt'© aftiſement of your peace was upon him,an 
_ 3 2, promiſed and bequeathed 1t io his laſt will 
| 2:3. Teſtament unto you , 7b. 14. 27. My peace 
| 1.42ve with you, My Peace I give unto youu, Inhis 
 :<rOnciling you unto God , he hath laid a Foun- 
::3t!o0 for this peace in all you that are true Be- 
ieveR, 5 and if he have moreover ſpoken peace 
| D-4 to - 
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tal of Glory. Theſe are not carnal Joyes,but Spi- 


NP Tre Trice Coraſltans Love, 


ro you in giving vou 'rell-grounded edilidness of |! 
your Reconciliation ; if after raiſing a Storm, he: - 
hath ſent a Calm 1nto your Spici's , and pivena ' 
wet ſerenity unto you tn the teſtimony of his 
©pirit to, and with, your SpiritsFhar your peace 
15 made with God , 'O how ſhould this draw forth 
your love to Chriſt ? 
6. You have the Joy es of the Holy Ghoſt from F 
Chriſt. Weread of thc Theſſalonians , thar they 
\ tceived the Word in much Aftiction ; with Joy of © © 
rhe Holy Gho't, 1 Tveſ. 1. 6. Such are thoſe Joy : 
'[poken of in the Text, which are unſpeakable and 


' 


ritual, which are of a higher nature, and ſwecrer | 
reliſh, thar have a higher objedt, and are the be- 
g1nnings of Eternal Joys ; If you have theſe jnys 
:n any meaſure, you have them from Chritt; he 
ſends the Hoty Ghoſt from Heaven to be your 
Comforter, to fill your Hearts with Spiritual joys, 
and ſhall not your hearis then be filled with 
lnve to the Lord Jeſus who 1s the Author of 
tem ? 

7. You have the riches of Grace from Chriſt; 
If any of you were poor and ready to ftarye with 
hunger and cold, and a rich man ſhould give, or 
ſend to you 2 cheſt full of Gold and Silver » Or & 
Cabinet full of Jewels, worth many thouſand 
pounds ; would you nor love ſuch a Benefattor ? 


 thz LordJeſus hath given you theRiches of Grace, | | 


the leaft meaſure of which js really of more worth | 
San rhe yaſteſt creaſures of Gold, Silver and pre- | 
ciou3 Stones , tNat cver was parhered rogerher | 


and heaped up by the moſt wealthy man that ever: 
lived} 
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of lived upon the face of the Earth; and will not yo! 
e- {24 Jrius Chriſt who h:th giver, you ti2eſe 1neftt” 
2 travle Riches ! 


* 3. You hive the Dignity of Children from 
þ* Chri:'; 1 Joy. 3. 1 Pihold what manner of Lowe 
the Fatner hath beftowen npor. 115, that we ſhould be 

v4 £4l.ed 7 Sons of God? this priviedge of Adoptt- 
op b:ftowed on you , not only by the Father, 


Y yo | 
f- dur alloy the Son 53 Job. 1 12. Bat ay many as 
s receiocd him, to them gate be power 70 become the 
Sons of God, even in them that velieve on 145 Names 
 Wereadof (ome ratled from the duti, and liited 
up from the dunghill ro fit wich Princes, P/al.113, 
, *.8, Iris afar higher advancement to be lifted 
,. up fromthe dunghil of fin, and of flaves to luſls, 


and Children of the Devil, robe made the Sons 
and Dauzhrers of the Lord Almighty. This ho- 
no!17 have ail rhe Saints,and it 15 Jeſus Chriſt who 
414th conferred this honour upon yeu ; and will 
nc* this endear your love to Chriſt: 


0 You have th2 [pit of Prayer from Chriſt; 
| _b.immg Sons, the Syiric of the Son is ſerit down in- 
:0 your nearts , v.iterchy you are enabled to (oy, 
1198 Father, Gal, 4.5. through Chriſt you have 

a ccels unto God by the Sp1:1r , Foh. 2, 18. Iros 
the Spirit of Chriſt which h<perth your infirml- 

| ties 1n Prayer; thit formeti 1 u7 Peritions, that 
enableth you ro Pray with taich, and Liſe, and 
tervour. Through Chrii vou have tree admit. 
| tance to the Throne of Grace, through Chrile you 
| ave Aſſiſtance by hiz Spirir co. Pr. in Prayer; 
D. 5 trovylh 
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through Chriſt you have Audience, and Graciow 
Returns; O how are you beholden unto Chriſt? 


and how ſhould you love him ? 


10. You havea Title to the Kingdom of Hes 
ven from Chriſt. Through Chriſt you ace Chil-. 


dren, and through Chriſt you are Heirs. -It 6 


Chriſt that gives the firſt Fruits of rhe Heavenly. 
Canaan, the Earneſt of che Future Treaſure © 
Inheritance which he- hath Promiſed , and the' 


Fo: eraftes ſometimes of choſe Soul-raviſhing Plex 
ſures, which the Saints ſhall have in fulneſs, and 
roEternky, when they are received up into Glo- 
ry, And je is Chriſt char hereafter will give Pol 
ſeſſion unto you, of rhe Kmgdom of Heaven. At 
the Day of his Gloriuus Appearance, after he hath 
owned you- before the whole World WY-r 
and Men , aud honoured you to be his 

in his Judging anq4 Condemning the Wicked; he 
vill receive you with Acclamarions: of Joy and 
Trivmph, into the G'ortous Palace of the New 
J2ruſalem , where vou ſha!! have the Baatifici 
Viſion and Fri: jon nf the Glorious Jehovah, and! 
be made portakers of ſuchGlortous Felich'y as hath 
not now entred inin your Hearrs to-concerive. And 


— a_ 


will-noe the -Cor:fideration of all this ſer your! 
hearrs on fire with love ro-Chrifi.? Chriſtians, þ 
there any P-r(en.like to Chriſts Verſon ? Is there 
anv love ike re Chriſts Love , are there anv bee 
nehs like ro Chri\is benefirs? No, no, he is Þ 
can.parable-in- all; .. merthinks then yeu-fhould 


by this time {cel your love to Chridt like. Flre w/ 

burn within, with a vehemenr tlame ? or meth 

your;jove 30 Clirili.ſhawid be like. Watcr; 1 men 
the 


j 


4 
{ 
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w the warets of the Santtuary, ſpoken of, Eztk.47- 
PP. 344 5. Whichatentrance were bur ro the Anklet, 
a |itt]e further were up to the loyns, alictle tur- 
> ther a deep River over the head , wh-re a man 
|. might (wim ; methinks you ſhould perceive it 
 encrecaſing of your love under theſe various' mo- 
ys - tives; if your love were more ſh:!low at firſt, we- 
l> thinks by this time ir ſhould ht»: gor ſome depeby, 
e* when ſuch Winds do blow , the water; ſhoi[ 4 
» flow and overflow; methinks \ovur love ro Cluiſt 
d fhould beraiſed unto a high tide , andrun vith a 
» ſtrong Scream. Thus four the mnrives diavny from 
. the conſideration of Chriils B. n- fits, all which 
t are ſo many Orators for your }-:v-. 


b 

; rem TY > v>————_— 
SECT. XIV. 

| He fourth and laſt forr of Minrives to excite 

| your love to Chrift, 0-231 he err inſ: m te 
[ confiderartar of that brve +. hich Cor ſhan;' 
| ove or fre ti Fave wats lim ard her ore 
nrGer, 1. The Tori. 2. The Priviteege, - 3. The 
| Oar ONE 4 Tir Widoem, «& The Excellency. 
© I) Neccetiirve 7. The U:tefo'nels. 8. Tre 
; De''!girfulnets. 6 The Actzinableneſs of this 
} 


ove to Jefvs Chriſt. 

ſj Y!- Canfider its vour futv fo love Chrift, © 
{ If it be your Durv;n have a Natural Af Ri- 
{ Cn unto Parent, ard Children , ir is much 
j More your Duty to have” ſpiritua! &AffeRions un- * 

| to Chrili a >: *r HJ> 701; ener "© i1JYVE can juital . 
2 
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affefion 'unto your Exrthly Huſband , and 
Witez 1t 1s a greater duty to have conjugal | 
love unto this your H:avenly Huſband. If it 

be your Duty to love Brethren , Siſters and 
Kindred, that love vou, It 1s a greater Du- 1 


ty to love Jeſus Chriſt , who love; you a- 
bove all Relations ; If ic be your Duty to love 
your Enemies, 1t1s much more your Duty to love 
Chriſt who is your beſt Friend. Iris the will of 
your Heavenly Father that you ſhould love Chriſt; 
rhe Devil would have you hate him, but God 
would have you love him, and whether it be moſt 
reaſon that you ſhould obey the Will of God or 
the will ofthe Devil, judge ye. Ir 15 the will of: 
Chriſt that you ihould love him; the will of the 
fleſh is apataſt this love ; bur whoſe will ought 
you to comp'y withal? You are not debters to 
the Fleſh, thar you ſhould obey 1ts command, 
neither are you Debters ro any Creatures to give 
them your c'1iceir affe&tons Hur you are debt- 
ors unto Chriſt to give him your chief love : 
Chriſc hath moſt right ro your love, and will you 
{ not give to Chriſt his due? If you are bound to 
give men their due , are younort much more 
bound to give unto Chriſt his due ? Chriſts due 
> 1£ your be(ſr, and have you any thing berter than 
8: your hearts to preſenthim wirhal? will Chriſt ac- | 
| # cept of any thing at your hands,ſhould you with- 


hold from him your he.:rrs ? Had you thouſands 
of Rams, and tcn thouſand Rivers of Oyl to offer 
to him, had you all the Treaſures of che Earth at 
your diſpoſe, and ſhould lay ir down all at his 
feet, it would be all ſlighred and diſregarded } 


by 
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by him, 1f you give away your hearts from him. 


2. Conſider ic 13 your Priviledge that you 
,, may love Chriſt, that Chriſt will give you leave 
' ro doit, and kindly accept of your love. Should 
Beggars falkin love with Princes, 1n order to the 
. Marriage Union , both their Perſons and Love 
would be rejzeRed with ſcorn , anger and d1(- 
dain : There is a far greater diſtance between 
you and Jeſus Chriſt, than there is between che 
higheſc Prince and the meaneſr Beggar; and yer 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth give you leave to love 
him with a Spiritually conjugal loye , In order 
2 the neareſt Spiritual Union and ConjunE- 
on 3 and notwithſranding his greatneſs , and - 
your meanneſs, he is not aſhamed to give enrter- 
rainment unto your Love ; although you arc 
ſo mean as Creatures, and have bcen ſo vile as 
Sinners, yet he doth not (corn and diſdain you, 
out both perſons and love may find ready accep- 
trance with him. Ir is your duty tolove Chriſt, 
- vecauſe he commands you , and it is your Privi- 


ledge that you may love Chriſt , becauſe he al- 
lows you to doir. 


3- Conſider ir is your honour to love Chriſt, 
The real Honour of any 1s not the Noble Bloud”” 
which runs in their veins , the high lineage from, 
whence they are deſcended , the grear Tirles:: 
with which they are Inveſted , or: the moſt 
eminenr Earthly Dignities unto whieh they are 
advanced : The Heathen could ſay; Zt Grxus &* 

Pre 


«a 
f 


$0 The True Chriflians Love, 


Proaves, & que non ftcimus apps vir ta noflya vo- 
co; our Stock and noble Anceftors, and what we 
have nor done or deſerved our ſelves, we can 
hardly call our own. And Yartas fola &> unica 
Nobilitas : Vere is the only true Nobility. And 
the Scripture telleth us, that the wilefl Mev are 
exalted, Pſal. 12.8: and that the mot bigh ruleth 
in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth zt to whomſover 
be will, and ſetteth up over it the bajeſt of Men,Dan. 
4-17. - Princes and Nobles by their Vices 'and 
Wiekedneſſes, may render themſelves more vile 
than the Exrth under their Feet , more baſe than 
the mire im-the Streets. The Word of God ac- 
counteth only rhem to be truely Honourable, thar 
8fe truely Gracious ; and this Grace of Love to 
Jeſus Chriſt doth pur a great Honour and Luſtre 
upon all choſe rhat have ir. There 1s no grearer 
and higher Obje& for your love than the” Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt , a Pcrton of ſo grear- emwency and 
cxcellency : rhe Love of Chriſt doth enoble the 
Heart, and none in che world have ſuch rrucly, 
preat and generous Souls , as thoſe who?» ve the. 
reareſt love rohim. According to the Sp1: 1c, ſo 
- Js che Man, cither Baſc or HOnourable , and ac- 
cording ro the chiet Love , ſo is the Spiris 3; of 
your Heart do chiefly Jove any jnferiovr thiegs, 
as all ſublunzry things arc, hcrehv you are debated 
#nd diſhonoured ; if your heart chlefly love 
Chrlſt who is a Superiour pond, and Superlative- 
Iv Amiable, hereby vcu arc dignified and become 
truely honourable... We r:2d of Hope ( thath. 
the Grace of Hope that it maveth not aibamft, 
Ken. 5-4. And the lame may be ſaid of. 
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Grace of Love to Jeſus Chriſt, ir maketh nor a- 
ſhamed. The moſt 1n the world do love thoſe 
things which one time or other will make them 
1ſhamed ; the covetous will be aſhimed of their 
love of Riches ; - and the voluptuous will be-a- 
{himed of their love of pleafures, and the ambi- 
tious will be aſhamed of their-love of honours ; 
diſappointment of Happineſs and true Gontent 
ment will make all aſhamed of their inordinate- 
Creature-love, eſpecially when they come to reap 
the birrer Fruit of cheir Sin in their Evcrlaſting 
then in thoſe things whereof you are now aſhamed, 
for the end of thoſe things 3sDeath., But the love of 
Chriſc maketh nor aſhamed ; - ir:is no matrer of 
diſhonour , and therefore neither is , nor will . 
be matter of ſhame, for any to love Jeſus Ghriſt 
with the greateſt Srrength and Ardency : If the 
Wicked do deſpiſe and ſcorn Gods People, upon 
the account of this love, their ſcorns are thelr real 
Glory, as on the contrary,thelr eſteem of any.up- 


on the a@count of fin, 13 a rcal ſhame and difho- 
naur. 


4-. Conſider, It is your Wiſdom to love 
Chriſt, Deuteronomy 4. 6. Keep thereſore and do 
them , for this 3s your Wiſdom and | wnderſtan- 
aing in the fight. of the Nations , . which ſhall 
var theſe Statutes, ani ſay, ſurtly this great. 
Natzon is . 4 . Wiſe and wunderſiending Pero» 
248, None .have. ſuch Wiſdom -. and Under 
ſranding , 2s thoſe who HTve and keep this 
Itrure and Commandment to love- the Lord e- 


(us 
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tus Chriſt, P/a/. 111. 1c. The jear "f the 7.114 7s 
the beginning of Wiſdom, agood undtrſiandi:.2 taht 
all they that do his Commanaments, The fear of 
the Lord , and the love of Chriſt are alwavs in 
conjunction, or rather the former corh inclule 
the latrer ; This 1s the beginning £.nd chi: t part 
of Wiſdom , and thoſe have the grzareft Under- 
 Niandings, who have the ſtrongeſt Aﬀettions to 
the Lord Jeſu Chriſt. The love of Chriſt 1s the 
moſt reaſonable, and therefore the moſt wite love. 
That love is mof} reafenable , which Is chicly 
carried forth towards that obj: & which is moſt 
ſutrable and-reaily moſt Amiable ; none ſo ſut- 
table and amiabi/e an obje&t as the Lord Jetus 
Chriſt, as appcars in what hath been already ſaid 
concerning Chriſts Perſon , Chriſts Love , and 
Chriſis benefits. Such as love other perſons 
or things with a chict love, rhey are miſtaken 1n 
the Objects of their love, they apprehend more 
exccllency and deftreableneſs in them, than rea!- 
ly is in them, and fo their love 15 a fooliſh love 
.and unreaſonable, there heing nothing realty wor- 
thy of it, nothing really amiable 1n the civet pl:c. 
beneath and b<(idcs Chriſt, Such as make choice 
of Chriſt for the obje& of their chick love , they 
make the wileſt choice, there are rea!ly thoſe « x- 
cellcncies in him which they apprehend, and be- 
yond what they can poſſibly apprehend and con- 
ceive. They arc fools that are ſlow of heart to 
love Chriſt, and they are moſt wiſe that are moſt 
forward unto this love. Ir is ycur Wiſdom to 
love Chriſt chiefly . and to love Chriſt ardently, 
ſuch Wiſdom as will make your faces ſhine "108 
yes 
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Eyes of good men, and which will put a luſtre 
upon your Splirirs in the Eyes of God? Trurt 
Wiſdom doth not confift in the invention of cur1- 
cus an'' qu.1nt Notions, in the framing found and 
rational DeduRions, in uttering the ſenſe of the 
mind, 1n neat and florid Expreſſions; burthe 
cef Wildom doth lie in the right plicing of the 
Aﬀcditcns, and none kave attained fo high a pitch 
of true Spiritual Wiſdom , as thoſe that Þave 2t- 
1tined the higheſt pitch cf love to Jeſus Chril?. 
Ic 1s matter of great wonder , when there 13 the 
yr: a'cit reaſon and the ſtrongeſt arguments for 
th- love of Ch:1ſt, that Men of the preatcſt Parrs 
ard Leariang, Who have heard of Chriſt, donoat 
1cadliy fall in love with him, and artain higher 
ceyrees of this love, thin others of a more 1nfer1- 
or Capacity ; But the Scripture muſt be fulfilled, 
Mat. 11.25. I thanh thee, © Father, Lord of Hta- 
en na Earth , becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
10 the wile and prudent , end reveaies tyem uito 
Pa Such of you as are bur Bab2s 1n worldly 
\W:llom and humane Learning, a have buc mean 
n tural parts, and no {inprovement by education, 
\c; If 10u love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt above all 
p:rf--52nd things 10 th: World, you are far» more 
Wilc than the greateſt Schollars that are withour' | 
this love. 


5. Conf1der the excellency of this love uuto you 
C'irtft;as the Knowledge of Chriſt is the mo#t *x- 
cc!lent Knowledge, Philip, 3. 8. Tea doubtleſs I 
cot ail things but loſs , ſor the Exceilency of the 
Krowledge of Criſt Fiſus my Lord  Sorhe Love 
0 
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of Chrift is the moſt excellent love. Ir is a love of 


the moſt excellent objze&, the Lord Jeſus who is 
ſo Exeeſlent ; - ir is'a love of the moſt Excellinr 
original, iccometh down from Heaven, it 45 
wrought by the Spirit of God; it js a love thar 


readers them moſt excellent that have it. The 
wicked that are without tiiis love , are Ukedrof: ; 


the Righteous that have it are like Gold ;- the 
wicked that hate Chrift, are itke dirt; the Righ- 
rcous that love him are hike Jewels; order *loves 


do darken and defiſe, the love of Chriſt doth: 


brighten the Spiric, and renders Men trucly illu- 
ſtrious , and the cxcellent of the Earth. 


6. Conſider the neceſſity of this Jove unto Jc- 
ſus Chriſt, 

1. Thelove of Chri1l is unwerſally necefſary : 
fome of you havenecd to do this thing, and o- 
thers of you have necd to do that ; bur all of you 
h ve the greateſt necd to love Chrifi: ſome of you 
have need of this friend,and co love him, rhat you 
may keep him;and orhers of you Fave need of ano- 
ther Friend; one Friend canfi9d: ſcrv< the necel- 
ficies of all} bur all of you have necd of Chrift 
for youg Friend : he js the only Friznd that can 
ſerve all your neceſſirics , and you have need to 
love him above all Friends; It 15 neceſſary that 

Gu who argpoor ſhoul:! love CE-rift, who have 
| ur few orn0'Friends ; ani I: is neceſſary rbar 
yeu who ate rich ſhoule love Chriſt , who have 
many Friends; Chrift being a Fricnd in ftzad of 
all, to them thagheye none, and better than 2i! to 
them rhat have Me-moſt. 


2, Ti 
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2: The love of Chrift is abſolately and indit- 
enſably neceſſary : it Is norneceſſary that you 
hould climb up into a high ſeat of dignity and: 
' honour; bur it is abſolutely neceſſary that your- 

AﬀeRtons ſhould climb up and aſtend to Jeſus: 
Chriſt who is above; it is not neceſſary that you 
ſhould abound in wealth , that you ſhould have 
full begs, and full coffers, and much riches 10 your 
houſes, bur it isabſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould 
have the Riches of rhis Grace of love to Jcſus 
Chriſt in your heerts. Food 1s nor ſo neceſſary 

| tro ſarisfie your hunger, clothes arc not ſo neceſſa- 
ry to cover your nakednefs, Houſes are not (o ne- 
ceſlary to ſhelrer you from the 1rjury of the wea- 
ther; the moſt needful thing is not ſo neceſſary to 
| your bodies, as this love to Jeſus Chriſt is nece(- 
| faty to your Souls. You may be poor and in the 
loweſt condition here on Earth, and yer be truc- 
ly happy whilſt you live, .nd Erernally happy 1n 
the other-werld , If you have this love to Jelus 
Ciriſe; bur withour rhis love , whatever your 
Riches, and Honours, and Friends, your Ezrth- 
ly delights and enjoyments be , though never ſo 
defiravle,never fo pi-ntifu!, yet you are miſerable, 
and ſhall be miſerable. You may love other per- 
x fons and things in the world ſubordinarely , bur 
you muſt love [ctus Chriſt chietfy, ctherwiſe you 

are under the curſe both of the Law and Gofſ- 


4 and - you--cangor eſcape the vengeance. of 
Helt. 


Ma dC. 
—_—— 
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7.Confider the Uſefulneſs of this love un 
Chriſt. | 
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I. The love of Chriſt 1s uſeful 1n Proſp-rity to 
ballaſt the heart, rhat it "5c not overſcrt with ihe 
full gales of a flouriſhing condition : tr is ot wie 
to inoderate the Aﬀection: to lawful rhings; and 
It 1s0f uſe ro keep the heart from unlawful and 
ſinful loves; if Chriit have nor your hearts, ſome 
baſe and fooliſh lu'ts will have them, w hict1 vil 
wour:d your Conictences with gu Ir, and picrce 
your hearts thorow witit many (ovrrows. 

2. The love of Ciirift 15 u{cfulin Advert]. 
ty, fo brarup the hearr from finkx109, ard be- 
Lo overahclmed with the Wines ani Waves cf 
Trouble and Aftiidtion ; tr 15 of uſe to eitab>iith 
the' heart from veing e: <rraordinarl:y movea 22 
the matt Stormy rimes : no* only Fatih, buc Love 
r00 Is of a Axing nature to Keep from am1Z: 2 
fears of evil ridinps, and the greatett p::: 11s; an:4 
of a ftrenpihntop Nature. to ftay and oNotekm « 
' the Spirit , and keep off preffin, Gricts and 
D-ipondeactes 10 the dike it and moſt doicti 

Ca)'*. 

3. The love of Ciriit 1s uſefui ro quicken HR 
"EXe1te unto duty, thts ke the yoke of Chr! | 
caſis , and will cnavle you 5 < "Cav cheertu'ly 
thercin; rhis makes th: Durden of dury { 15» 4c- 
couned'hy the molt, ) tc be no burden 1:1 e- 
ſteem; ifyou have much love unco Chiri! i, 1 OU 
wil account duty ro be your priviiedge. ant the 
Service of Chriit to bs freedom , and rione of his 
commands will he grievous, ut #ll of them Joy» 
ous unro you z if you have nuch love unto Chriit, 

your hearts. will be enflan.cd hereby with Zeal 
for .Your Ma'ters Glory , and you will ers 
d-.+'; CN 
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think you can do too much for him. 

4+ The love of Chriſt 1s uſeful to arm you a- 
+ . gainft Temptations. If Faith be a a Sinteld, Love 
ro Chriſt 15 a. Breaſt plate againſt the ſharpeſt 
'Parts which the Devil can throw at you 3 Love 
to Chriſt doth Garifon your hearts againſt .this 
Encmy, and iz a {irong defence againli any over- 
tures which the;Dzvil may make 12 his Tempta- 
tions rodraw vouto fin: how can I dothis ev1l 
and offerid my dear Lord, will be the anſwer of 
Love to repel remptations to fin , whatever al- 
luring proffers they be accompanted withal. 
T<mptatio:s will have no force to prevall over 
you , if this love of Chriſt be ftrong within 
\ 9.1, 

s. The Love of Chriſt 1s uſeful to far you for 
the Crols and the greatett (ſufferings which you 
may be called unto for the ſake of Chriſt. If 
you have great love to Chriſt , you will be ready 
to ſuffer for Chriſt with patience and «with chear- 
fulneſs ; the heavieſt crals will ſeem light, dif= 
grace and ſha e wiil be accounted honour, loſſes 
will be eftcemed cains, pains pleaſures, or at 
leaſt priviſeeyes : Priſons © 1:1 ſeem Palaces, and *' 
D:ath will be accounmed Life, , O how have : 
lom<c run t> the Stake, and embraced the Flames * 
cf Fire kii led ro urn they, when they have felt : 


4 the Fire of love to Chriſt vurniag ſtrong]y withig | 
s them! ri us this Love is uleful 1n Life. 

b 6. The love of Chritt 1s uſeful ar dearh. This 
S loveinnts ſtrengrh will pur a beauty upon the AC: 


pedt of Death, witich tecms ſo pricn ard icrrible | 
unto the moſt, It yOu IpVs muck love AO Clirtit, * 
YOu 
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you will logk upon death as Ehriſts meſſetger ent 
for you to bring you out of the dark Priſon of the 
World and the Body, and to convey you intothe 
Mavfions of Glory, where your dear Lord is; and 
you wif! not be unwilling to leave the World thac 
you may live with Chriſt. 


.8:Confider the ſweerneſs of this Love untoChriſt. 
- 'Ifthere be (weetnefs in the love of the Members, 
there is much more ſweetneſs in the love of the 
- Head ; if there be delight and comfert-in the 
"Love of Chriſts Diſciples: for their Maſter»-(ake, 
there ismuch more delight and comfort in the love 
of Chriſt himſelf che Maſter for his own ſake; the 
Apoſtle relleth us of comfort in love , Phz1.:2. 1. 
; Thar is in the love one of another, but the conſo- 
- kacjons inthe Love of Chriſt are far exceeding: ; 
there are no luch ſweer motions of Heart, as thoſe 
-- of the ſrrong and fervent ourgoings of it in its Jove 
* "ta Chriſr, eſpecially when Chriſt doth draw near 
and manife ft his Love unto the-Soul. Chriſe coth 
| rejoyce In hls love unto his Diſciples , and they 
may rejoyce in their love to him, and this joy in 
- the love of Chriſtis a full joy : ob. 15. 11. Theſe 
- things have Fpoben unto vouthat my joy may remain 
| in you,and that your jo) may be full : inthe former 
. rs Chriſt ſpeakerh of his love ro rhem, and here 
of his joy in them, hey were the obje&s of his joy, 
| as they were the objeRs of his love , and accor-- 
" ning co the meaſure and ſtrength of cheir love ro 
- Chritr, ſo isrhe fulneſs of their joy In Chriſt, Caat. 
4. 9. Thou haft reviſhed my beart, my Sifter,my Spouſe, 
-tho batt raviſbed my heart with one of thine Jer, 
8 W 
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with one chain of thy neck : they are the words of | 
Chriſe che ok by unto his Spouſe the Church, 


ARR, 


#- to the love of Chriſt, 
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expreſling the raviſhing delight which he found 
in her looks of Faith,or glances of Love, and the 
Chain of Graces which ſhe was:aderned withal. 
How then . may your hearts be raviſhed with un- 
ſpeakable delight In looking. upon. Chriſts . moſt 
amiable face , and in the fervent aQings of. your 
love unto him? whena glance of his Eye, a (mile, 


' a beam from his Sountenance doth enkindle a 


fire in the breaſt , and this fire of Jove to Chriſt 
doth burn and flame ; O how ſweet is this flame, 
beyond what tongue 13 able to expreſs. 


9; And laſtly , Conſider the attainableneſs of 
this love ro Chriſt, Bruits are not capable of this 
love to Chic:ſt, but you are capable : as your 
minds arc capable of knowing him, ſoyour heners 
are capable of loving him. Others have attaived 
this love who were as much without it , and as 
much aver(c.unto Ir, as any of you ;nay he, Here 
you arc cap.blc,hereafrer nts live and die with- 
our Ir, jou will be utterly, uncapable. You have 
now the m.cans of Grace, and as of other Graces, 
ſo of this Grace of Love to Chriſt, in the diligent 
uſe of the means you may artain thereunto. Thus 
I have done with the motiyes ro excite you un- 
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"T" He ſecond thing propounded in the Proſecu- ! 
-K tion of the uſe of Exhortation , was to give 
Dire&ions,and the DireRions will be of two {orts. ' 
x. How to attain this love to Chriſt. 2. Wherein | 
to ſhow this love to Chriſt. Firſt , How to at- 
rain this love to Chriſt, and here I ſhall, 1. Di- 
rect you how you may attain this love to Chriſt 
in the truth of it, where you are wholly without 
it. 2. Dire& you how ro atrain much of this . 
love to Chrift , where ycu have 1: but in a low 
degree and weak meaſure. The firſt diretons 
then (hall be , how you that are Graceleſs , and 
Chriſtleſs, and wholiy without this love to Chriſt, 
may attain this love to Chriſt. | 
1. If you would attain this love unto Jeſus. 
C'1ritt whom you have never ſeen, you mutt get 
a thoraw perſwaſion that there Is ſuch a Perion 
as Jeſus Chriit, and that he is fuch a Pcrion in-. 
deed, as the Scriptures have revealed him to be, 
The reaion why Heati:ens and Iofidels ar: without. 
toave ro Chriſt;; is, becauſe they have never heard' 
of him, and che reaſon why many nominal Chrt- 
fitans char have heard of Chriit are withour love. 
to him, ts, becaule they are not really perſwaded 
thacthere is, or ever :vas (uch a Perſon as Jeſu. 
Chriſt in the World It you would attain thif 
love , vou muſt give firm aſſent to this Truchh 
( which rs the greateſt of all, and the very pill 
an 
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- and foundation of the whole Chriftian Religion 
; that Chriſt really is , and that the Aliſtory of him 
k 3s no cunningly deviſed Fable. If you have reaſon 
to believe that there was ſuch a Perſon as Aleran- 

+ der the Grear, that there was ſuch a Perfon as 7z- 
lius Ceſar, both which lived before Chrifis time; 
you have more reaſon to believe that there was 
and is ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt : you haye on- 
' ly prophane Hiſtory for the former, but you have 
” $Sacred Hiſtory for the latter ; you have only the 
q "writings of men to teſtifie the one, but you have 
-the Word of God in the Holy Scriptures to teſiifie 
the other. You have as much reaſon to believe 
the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, as to belicve any other 
Hiſtory, and you have more reaſon to believe the 
T -Hiſtory of the Goſpel than to believe any other 
4 Hiſtory. I ſhall ſuggeſt one reaſon amongſt ma- 
it, .ny that might be mentioned. The Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel was written by unlearned Fiſher-men,and 
-1t was believed by as learned men as any 1a the 
world,in and near the rime of their writing,which 
ON belicf lome of them ſealed with their bloud, which 
they would never haye done, had they found any, 

De. reaſon to ſuſpeR the truth of this Hiſtory, which 
out { had there been any reaſon of (uſpition ) rhey 
ard, might eafily have found our in thoſe rimes ae 


. 
F 
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Vft- ſuch 2 grand Fable as this ( had it bzen a Fable: 
OVE could nor politb y have gained credit amongſt wiſe 
ded and inquiſitive menzeſpecially when it would hayg ; 
<(ul been their greateſt worldly Intereſt, the preſer-. 

MEvtion of thei: Eftircs and Lives, to have diſhes» 
ut! ved and dilowned it. Tt, beſides the Apoſtles, 
[lifall the learned Fathers ( whole Works. are .xrant 
an E amongſr 
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dmongſt us, who lived near the Apoſiles times 
and ſome of whomſuftcred Martyrdom for Chriſ 
fake) did ſec reaſon to believe that there was; ug 
a Perſon as-Chriſt , ſurely you have reaſon to be 
lieve, and no ſolid reaſon to diſcredit the repor 
of him in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel. And whe 
you have attained a. firm Aſſent unto this , get 
full perſwaſion that Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a Perſe 
as the Scriptures do record and teſtifie him to be 
Be -perſwaded of his Amiablene(s, his Greatne 
his Holineſs, his Wiſdom , his Faithfulneſs, 
Fulneſs, his Kindneſs, the Relation he ſtands 
to the Father , his only begotten and dearly be 
layed Son, the Relation he ſtandeth in ro his pec 
ple, eſpecially in his Offices of Prophet, Prieſt,at 
K#ng, as I have ſet him forth in the Motlves ro if 
up Love ; acquaint your ſelves with the.Hiſtogn 
of his Birth, ſo Wonderful, of his Life, ſo Holy, 
of his Works , (o Powerful , of his Do&rine, & 
Heavenly, of his Sufferings ſo Grear, of his Death 
ſo painful, and yer ſo Voluntary, of his Reſur 
Rion , Aſcenſion, Seſſion and Interceſfion at thy 
Tight band of God, ſo needful for us, as you ha 
this Hiſtory:upon record in the New Teſtamen 
the aſſent to this in your minds, will be a prep 
. rative for the attaining of rrue Love ro Jeſus C 
in your Hearts. 
2. . If you would attain true love unto } 
Chriſt, you muſt get Convifon of ſin, and a ſl 
. of your.need of Chrift. The prevailing love 
- tiking of Sin.is inconfiſtent with true love ul 
Jeſus Chrifl; ſuch.as loveGbriſt do hate Sin 
.Luch as love fin have en Enmity againſt Ch 
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Si Whileſt your hee go after your Coyetouſnels, 
W or your Voluptouſneſs,or are ſer upon any other 
Bwickedneſs, your hearts cannot de ſet upon 
SChriſt ; B:fore you can love Chriſt , your hearts 

IA muſt be raken off from fin. 'Ger therefore a con- 
e$yi&ion of ſin as the greateſt evil in: the world. 
tEBc perſwaded what an evil thing and a bitter it is, 
> transgreſs Gods Law, and thereby to affront 
Aehe higheſt Majeſty,the great King of Glory. Look 
e\nco the Word and Law of God, and ſee whats 
there required, what is thereForbidden, ard then 

$ ook back upon your Lives, or look into the Re- 
Ggiſter of your Conſcic nces, that you may find out 
har your fins of Omifſion and Commiſſion have 

n. Take a view of your tranſgreffions'of the 
ELaw, and of your diſobedierige alſo unto the Gol- 
offidel; and as you are guilty before God, fo labour 
olffor a clear ſight and'deep ſenſe of your Gui!:.how 
» Fyou arc under the” Curſe for your' Diſpbedience, 
tow you are lyable roruine and eternal cicttru- 
region for your fins. Look upon fin as the moſt 
t miſchievous thing in the world ; if there be any 
nhallevil in any temporal calamitics , which ever gid 
enctal 2ny of the children of men, yea, if there 
ce any evil in future miſcries, in'the extrembry 
nd ecernity of Hells Plagnes and Puniſhments, be 
eriwaded that there is far more evil in fin which 

J em che cauſe of all. Think how miſerable you are 
Wieſt under the Guilt: and Reigning power of 
d,that rae Worm is not fo vile, that the Toad is 

_: (0 full of dea-ily Poyſon , that the fijth of the 
rth 15 not comparableUnto the filth of your. ſins. 

ok how vaſe and difiagenuous you have been, 


þ WW how | 
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how monſtruouſly ingrateful to your Maker and 
BenefaGtor, what Traytors and Rebcls you have 
been to your Supream King and Sovcraign. 
| Think what peril and danger continually you are 
{> In of Death and Hell , how weak the threed of 
| Life is which ties Soul and Body together, which 
may be ſuddenly cut when you are leaſt aware, 
'| when you are moſt ſecure; and then if you be 
' found in aChrifſtle(s State, your Sou!s will be con- 
veyed immediately unto a place of remedileſs and 
eternal miſery. Be perſwaded that you are un- 
done Irrecoverably , unleſs the Lord 7eſus Chriſt 
do help you, that you are loſt for ever unleſs the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt do ſave you, that you cannot 
eſcape the dreadful Vengeance of God, but muſt 
be tormented moſt harridly and everlaſtingly, a- 
moneg(t the Devils and the damned in Hell, unleſs 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt do d:l;ver you trom the 
Wrath which is to ccme. The tight and ſenſe 
of fin, your miſer:b!e condirion thereby , and of 
your indiſpenſable need of Chriſt, will make way 
for your love of him. It any of you were jn debt 
many thouwand pounds unto a ſevereCredi:or,and 
had not one penny to d:{charge 1t, and you vere 
threatned by him to be thrown into Priſon, where 
'-Ou muſt lie and ror, and 'tarve and dic,without 
1opes of relicfor releaſe, except you coula make 
Payment of the debr : And it you fh: uld hear of 
ſuch a Rich min that were v1i'ng and did prof 
fer ro be your ſurety , abd to pay all for you 
furely x ou would have an endeared Love to fu 
a Friend&'and BenefaRor : your fins are Debts b 
vond the y.(teſt ſumme of Money that ever wi 
OWN 
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ow'd or pay'd , and you are not able to pay one 
farciing. to give the leaſt ſarisia&ion uuo Tod, 
unto whom you are indebted 3 and God Is ſevere, 

- and {triiy juſt , and withour full ſatisfaRion to 
his Juſtice, he will throw you into a worſe Pct- 
ſon chan the moſt naſty dolcſom Priſon on Earth, 

I mean inro .he Priſon of Kell , where you muſt 
lic » jthout the leaſt relief, or any hopes of releaſes 
The L»c4 ſelut C-ritt proffers to be your par 

"fo px} off 1 ;or you , and rogtve you a ull dIf- 

. Charge 3 w- rc you tenfi9!* what a Det Sth 15,and 
what a Prifon He!] is , (urcis It woul | work your 
hearts unio an cnaeared Love of ſuc a Friend 
and 31r<t , who alone can keep vou out of this 

 dol:lorne ciceadful Prifon, into which without him 
you .vill ce ratnly, ani may (uddenly be thrown. 
If :ny of y-.u were ſick of a Death-chreatning dif. : 
Tt. mp *r, :nu you had made uſe of many Phyfict- 
ans, tut nunc couki fo you good 3 andif you 
ſhuuld hezr vt any Phyſicien who could affuredly, 
and wvould realy and freely cure your Diſeale, 

' and (ave wur Life ; ſurely you would thankfully 
make uf- of h1s Phyſician, and his kindneſs would 
exccein:ly engage ycur love: Sin is the Souls 

 thckn-1s von are fick un'o death, Sin when ir ts 

finiſhed vill bring forch Death, not only Tempo- 
ral but Erernal , Ic js the Lord Jeſus Chriſt on- 

* lyriatcan cure you of this deadly S:ckne(s, that 
can remove \on- Mm , and thereby deliver you - 

. roi ths Dei, of Deaths; Ger a lene of the dan- 
perous ficxneſs of Sin, and you will prize, add uſe, 
and love the Lord Jetus Chriſt , whois the only 
Phyſician of value in this caſe. If any-of you wete 


E 3 guilty | 
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guilty of Murder, or Theft, or High Treaſon, ot 
any other helnons breach of the Law of the Land, 
for which you were apprehended, arraigned, aci 
cuſed, and condemned to be Hanged or Burned, 
or to a more tormenting Death than either; an 
1-you ſhould hear of a Prince at Court that had 
'd the Pardon of ſuch Crimes , for ſuch Ma: 


DepB 
lefaQors, and had obtained , and he ſhould ſend 


to you, tofignifice his willingneſs to do the like fot 
you;furely you would thankfully accept of ſuch a 
proffer, and would love this Prince as your life, 
who ſhould thus preſerve you from Death: Yeu 
are all guilty of HighTreaſon and Rebellion againfl 
the King of Heaven , in your breach of his Law, 
and you are condemned by this Law, not to be 
hanged for ir, or beheaded, but ro be burn'd for 
3r, to be burn'd in the Fire of Hell, which is ut 
quenchable; The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the-Prince 
of Glory, a Friend in the Court of Heaven , whe 
hath procured a pardon for many ſuch Malefs 
Rors, and ſendeth to you to fignific his willingneſt 
to procure your Pardon, 1f you will make uſe © 
bim; Surely, lf you have a ſenſe of your Crime and 
Danger, you will apply your felves unro Chriſt re 
fave you, and you will not withhold your Love 
from ſuch a one as ſhould ſhew you ſuch unparal 
lel'd Favour. 


3. If you would attain true Love uno Chriſh 
you muſt ger an intereſt in Chriſt, you mull 1 
old on Chriſt by Faith, that you may be unirec 
tohim, and related to him; It is Faith that work 
Love, to them that believe Chriſt is precious, bu 
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, of by Unbelievers he is ſlighted, and cannot be be- 
and, loved; without Union to Chriſt you will have no 
| ac affeRion to Chriſizthe foundation of Love is lald 
ned, In the Relation to the B:loved, and this Union to, 
and and Intereſt inChriſt,ic is only by Faith: If then 
had you would embraceChritt in the armsof your love, 
Mz: you maſt firſt lay hold on Chriit, and receive him 
ſend by the hand of Faith. Whatever Motives and 
e fot ArtraRives of Love there be In Jcius Chrift, they 
cha will be none to you withour this Tarereſt and Re- 
life, lation 3 Chritt is a Perſon moſt beautiful , moſt 
Yeu lovely and amtable, but he will nor b- ſo in your 
zinſ} eyes, (o long as you are without the eye of Falthz 
.aw, he is great and powerful , but fo much the worſe 
0 be for you, becauſe without Tatereſt 1n him, his pow- 
| for er 15 engaged againſt you : he 15 pure and holy, 
um- and whileſt in your ſins , you are therefore the 
Ince more odious in his ſfizhſ; he 1s wiſe and knoweth 
who all things,tiercfore he 1s privy ro all your fins; he 
efa is moſt truc, and therefore will fulfill his chreat- 
neſs.DIngs againſt ſuch as go on \11]] 1n their treſpaſſes; 
e of he 1s full, bur you withour 1ntereit in his, P2rſon, 
and have no ſhare of his fulne(s; he 1s kind, bur ir fs ro _. 
t re thoſe that are related to him , but what ts this to 
ove You that ar. Unvelievers? he is a Shepherd to his 
ral- Sheep, bur you are Goats; he 1s a Caprain to his 
Souldiers,bur you arc Enemie:; he 1s x Teacher to 
h!s Diſciples, but you are rhe D-vils Schollars; he 
15 a Gracious Sover:1gn, but it 1s to his SubjeRs, 
you are Rebels; he is a Priefi ro his People, have 
red 10g made fatisfaRtion, and doth make interceſſion 
ro for them; bur you tr.:mple his Bloud under your 
but feer. He is a Friend and BenefaRtor to-his Peo- 
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ple, bur you are ſtrangers ; he is a Brother, an 
a Huſband co his People , but you ſtand in none 
of theſe Relations ; he 1s a Redeemer to his Peg. 
ple, bur vouare Slaves and Capiilves. 

The !ighr which he gives 15 moſt ſiveer, but you 


. ar2 darkneſs ; the life which he Imparts 1s moſ] 


exccllenr, but you are dead in fins and rreſpaſſes ; 
he gives pardon of fin, bur you arc under guilt; 
he gives peace of Con'cience, but your conſcien- 
oes are: fljll wounded and ſeared; he plves the 
Joyes ot the Holy Ghoſt, bur you are in danger of 
Erernal woes; the Robes of his Righreouſreſs are 
moſt Ricl:, bur you are naked; the Riches of his 
Grace are incſ{teemable, bur you are fil} poor ; 
the dignity of Yy<ing made the Sons of God, is moſt 
admirable, but you are Children of the Devil; 
he gives ac:e(s unto God 1n Prayer, bur you are 
tHit at a diſtance ;, he gives a Title ro the” Ring- 
dom of Heaven, buraf you cominue 1n your pre- 
Kent iiite , you will be ſhut at laſt out of the Pa- 
lace which 13 above, and be thrufr down into the 
Pciion of Bel! which 1s below. Wharthen are all 
theſe 1no:;ves tro draw forth iove to Chriſt uz 
you, that have no inrer<{} tn Chriſt ? 1t 13 Union 
2nd Rclation unto Clicur , and jnrercſr 1n him by 
Faith , which purs 11'c into tivele motives . that 
the v may indeed attract love; O then be perſwads: 
ed, wirhour further delav, to endeavour after this 
Inrereſc in Chriſt z you muſt have 1c, or you are 
loſc ixcecoverab!y, you will be miſerable Eternal- 
ly; and you may attain this Intereſt, others have 
atjained it, as mean, and as vile as your (elves; 
and you are called unto Chriſt , O be perſ "_ 

INE 
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then to come unto Chriſt, and joyn your ſelves by 
Faith unto him , that you may have Intereſt 1n 
Chri:t, and in all his Benefits. If you aſk me what 
this Faith is, thar gives an intereſt In Chrilc, what 
1; it to believe? I an(wer 01: of 7ob. 1. 12. that 
1s jr to receive Chriſt, But to 45 many 4s Yeceiys 
ea him, to them gate he Power to become the S6us 
of God, even ta them th.t Blitue inhis Name. Be 
perſwaded then to receive Chriſt, and accept of 
him upon the terms of the Goſpel, Recelive and 
take hold of Chriſt by the hand of Faith. And 
that you may do this, 1. You muſt ler go your 
hold of fin, if you ugg (in in your boſom, if you 
harbour baſe Luſts in your hearts, you cannot re- 
ccive and pive entercainment to Chriſc there : you 
muſt thruſt fin out,if you wou'd lerChriſt in. 2. You 
!1:uſc ler go your hold on the World; 1 don't (ay 
you muir let it go out of your hands, and throw 
away the eſtates which God hath given, excepr 
ir be to pare with ſome proportion in a way of 
Merey and Char:iry, and except you be called to 
leave all rather ti1an '9 forgo Chriſt, or any of his 
Trur!is; ut vou mule fer. 1he world go out of your 
hearts, the warld nur nn©: fir upon rhe Throne of 
\oGur Hearrs,tnat ſcar muir ye referved for Chriſc, 
chit love ;, 2nd in-:rd ©notÞ love ro the world.and 
tings 1n tle world nu'thetakenofft. 3. You 
muſe lergo hold of fel'. your own Righteouſneſs, 
and ail felf-confidenc?s mult b2 parred with, you 
mult He humbled and cmpilid of your elves , if 
you would 2 prepare! for the receiving of Jeſus 
Chriic, ard rec-tviag of cliar fulneſs which there 
1 '1:m, A&nlth:n 1. Recetyc Jeſus Chriſt as 
| LS you © 
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our High-Prieſt to reconcile you unto God, trufi 
ng alone in his Merits and Mediation. 2. Re 
celve Jeſus Chriſt as your Prophet, to inſtru an 
lead you in all Truth by his Word and Spirh 
3. Receive Jcſus Chriſt as your Soveraign Lor, 
and King, to Rule you. 4. Receive Jeſus Chrij 
as zour Captain to tread down your -Spiritual E 
|| nemſes under your fegt. 5. Receive Jeſus Chril 
WH { Hnall his Relations of Shepherd, Friend, Brother 
[K.\, andeſpecially in the Relation of an Huſband, ani 
) Joyn your ſelves to him, and make over you 


| felvesto him , dedicating and deyoting you 
| felves to him, and giving up your ſelves to b 
| guided, guarded, provided for, andgoverned bi 
! Him. This is to receive Chriſt, and this is to Be 
| | Heve, this gives Union and Relation, and interef 
In the Lord Jeſus, and if you do thus joyn you 
els} felves ro Chriſt by Faith; you will qaickly font love 
fy} . to Chriſt to ſpring forth , ro work and aft, and 
| har vigorouſly ; and to bring forth ſuch frujr ir 
the life, as ſhall evidently ſhew, that love to Chrif 
is rooted 1n the heart. | 
4. If 'you would attain Truth of love to Jeki 
Chriſt , be diligent in the uſe of all. thoſe m 
which Ged hath appointed for the working of 0 
T ſhall inſtance only in two means. 
oi | 1. Be diligent in hearing the Word Preached? 
' as Faith cometh by Hearing, ſo love to ChriſtÞ 
wrought by the ſame means, Hear and your So 
ſhall live, faith the Propher, Iſas. 55.3. and I { 
fay, - hear -that your Hearts may love, that w 
the Eye cannort:, the Ears may affc& the Hed 
vith love-to the Lord. Jeſus, - Whilſt Lydia w 


mn 2? 


to the gnſten Chriſt. - 101” 
aſt hearing Paul Preach, her heart was opened, 47. 
Re- 15.14.a0d whilſt you are hearing Miniſters Preach 
and of Chriſt, your hearts may be opened to receive 
rig him,and to embrace him in the arms of your dear- 
ord eſt love , Sec 44-11. 15. .4s Ivegan to ipeak the 
\rif| Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the beginning z, * 
| E Whilſt Peter was Preaching, and the Gentiles were 
riff Þcaring, the Holy Ghoſt was ſemi down from Hea- 
her, Ven and fel| upon chem 5 and ſo whilſt you Fre 
anqÞcaring the Word, God may give forth of his Spt- 


oy 


It to work this Grace of Love to Jelus Chriſt in 
O be 


our hearts. 
d byfor this love, confeſs and bewall h-fore lym your 
Be 


2. Be diligent and carneſt in Prayer unto God 

want of this love, tell him you deferve a double 
ereflAnathema , hecauic you do not love Clhrift, and 
you ithal rell him you canner cf your ſelves love him, 
loygNat you can as cafily lifr a Mountain to Heaven, 
an$&s !ifr up your hearts unto C-riit ; bur defice thar 
b,, would draw up your love to Chriſt by his Spi- 
h il, Beg of him that he woul 1 put Our the fire of 
uſt, and all jinordinate creature-lovc,and thathe 
Fould enkindlc a fire of love in you to this moſt 
Jehfvely Jeſus, which no corruption in your hearts 
of {my be able to extinguiſh. And in your Prayers 
reſent your hearrs to the Lord Jcu., offer them 
hedPP freely to him, and defire that he would accepr 


47 jPf them, that he would take hold of them, and 
he poſle(hon of them , and ere his Throne in 


tem, and an cyerlaſiing habiration for himſelf, 


SECT. 
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SECT. XVI. 


Hines 2 given dire&ions how you may attain 
the Truth of love ro Chriſt, where you are 
withour it ; I come now to give dire&ions how 
you may attain much of thi; love to Chriſt, where 
you have tt but in a low degree, and weak mea- 
ſure. Would you atrain much love to Chriſt ? 

1, Be much in Contemplation of Chriſt; Con« 
ſider ofren what motives there are of love in him, 
preſs them upon your Spirits , and labour to a- 
waken and rouze up your hearrs unto the vigorous 
exerciſe of this love, Spend rime 1n ſecret retire- 
ment, and there think, and think agaln , of the 
Superlative Excel}encies and Perfe&ions which 
are in Chriſis Perſon, how wonderful and march- 

eſs his love 1s, what heights 1n i: thar cannot be 
reached, what depths in it that canno: be farhom- 
ed, *whar orher d1menfFons which cannot be come 
rehended : Meditate ofren of ns benefirs, how 
compare ble his Love-rokens be : and whilſt you 
are mulſing, you may feel the tire burning; whillt 
511 are looking; you Tay teel your hearts leaping 
v1:lft you are taking a view of him, ere you are 
2ware, your hearts like the Chartots of Aminadah 
:nay run to him : O the raviſhmenrs of love | 
tranſports of Soul / which ſome Belleyers hyl 
ſound 1n their r<:ired thoughts and view! 
Chriſt, Getofreninio the Mount of Divine © 
-zmplacton. and there look upwards untoF 


os 
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"and think with your ſelves. Yonder, Yonder, a- 


—*f0eethe ſhining vn 75 the one Glorius Sono 


Righteouſneſs; there at the right hand of the Torone 


* of Gad, is my beloved Feſus, the Son of Gad ſeated, 


ain 
are 
OW 
ere 
1ea« 


on-Þ 


1m, 
D As 
*OU3 
1re- 
rhe 
ch 
ch- 
| be 


=. drrfull! O admirable! what ſhall 1 reud 


and thaigh he be ſo high above me both inplace and 

dignity, yet ht: thinktth upon me, ani pleadtth for 

ne, and many a gift hath he thence, and ſent by his 

Spirit conveyed unto me , and 1can py ay of 

the Father in his nam?,butzf it be really for my good, 
' I havt it by his m?ans. O dear I'([us, how lovely art 
thou in thy ſelf, the darling of Heaven | the Delight 
of the Father ' the Adamiration of Angels? O wonat 
brightneſs of Glory, what ſhining luftre art thou ar- 
rayed with | thou art clothed with moſt excellent 
Majeſty and Honour \ thou art girded with infinite 
Might and Power | the beauty of thy fact is mofi 
wonderful | the ſmiles of thy countenance are moſt ſweet 
and delightful) and doth this lovely fair One, this 
ſaireſt of ten thouſand , this moſt excellent and alto- 
erther lovely Perſon bear a particular love to me? to 
iuch a vale worm as me?to {ha aead Dog as me? to 
ſath an undeſeruing,#l-deſerving, bel-deſerving ſinner 
as me? O what marvellouskinaneſs 35 this\what infi- 
niteRiches of "{fnjurigry he know me by namtbath 
he given bumlelf for ma and given himſelf to me? and. 
{1411 nat I give him my beart ? am 1 written in his 
Bok, Redeemed with his Bloud , clothed with his 
Righteouſneſs, brautified with his Image? hath he. 


© . put the dignity of a Child of God upon we, and pre- 


pared 4 place in the Fathers bouſt for me ? Q- won- 
er ?. what. 


» *s. 


rewns (hall 1 make ? had 1 a thouland t 
I vot employ them all iu ſpeaking his 


: s 
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thouſand Hearts, 7.0u d I not preſent them all as tog 
mean to beathank-off-1:ng unto him. And yet amiſtow, - 
ſliw of hturt to love this neay and ſweet fiſus ? as 
waht O my Soul ! 4 wake from thy dulneſs aud ſtupi-” 
dity ? ſhake off thy ſizep which glues thine ey:-lids ſo © 
cloſs together, (hake out the duit of the Earth which 
bath got into thine iyves , ana beeps thee ſrom the 


| vitw of thy beloved. Ariſe O my Soul and lift up - 


thy ſelf, unfetter thy feet, unclog thy ſelf,t abe the wing © 
and mount up above the «by and wifble Heavens, 
even to the place where the loutly and dear Feſus is. 
Take thy leave of the world , and all things therein. 
Bid fartwel to the flattering honouts , the dectitful 
Riches , the giozing Pltaftres, that art here below : 
Bid aazeu to them and leave them to thoſe that place 
therr chiefeſt happineſs in them : if Earth hath thy © 
body for a while, yet ltt it have thy heart and chieſ- 
eſt affettions no morez come O my Soul aſcend and ſoar 
aloft unto the Heaven of Heavens, the way unts the 


Holy of Holies 3s acceſſible, thewail is ret, the ſore- 
| runner zs entered, and thou mayeſt have entrance too 
& with thy Thoughts,and Deſires, and Loves,and Hopes, ' 
© axd Joyes; there thou mayeſt ſee and vitw, and ad- 
s mre, and embrace tby atartft Lord; There thy heart” 


may find a fit objett for its Love , even thy deareſt © 


$ Lora. Zeſus, who will not rtjeft and deſpiſe thee,but 


$ give 
eve t ys 

i may find a room to diſpoſe of it ſelf, ani net only a ©! 
44 
i ax habitation wherein to awell , and to take up its ' 
$ Eternal abode; tt thy heart be thy fore-runner, that * 


when thy body drops off from thee , thou mayeſt know * 


"entertainment unto thy love, and withal 


Gnd 


Lleſt andſweeteft returns ; there thy heart | 


oiging like that of a wayſaring man for 2 nightbut '* 


where: 


tothe anſeen Chrift. 


winre to betabe thy ſelf and find ready entertainment 
© there where thy heart hath been long before. why 
'"- doſt thou hang downwards 0 my Soul? why aoft thou 
'*,. bend ſo much to the Earth and Earthly things? what 
o *s there here below that is not bentath thee, and 
h altogether unworthy of thy Love? how empty , and 
'” wwain, and thorny are theſe things ? don't waſte thy 
P time, weary tby ſelf ſor very vanity,don't prick and 
8 wound thy ſelf with theſe things any more. what 
'» ailtththee @ myſoul, that thou art ſo backward to 
'* the Love of Chriſk ? #s it becauſe thou canit not ſee 
» - Chriſt with the Eyes of thy Body ? thou ſh att ſte him 
t with thoſe Eyes hereafter, when he comes in h3s Glo- 
* ry, and thy Body 3s raiſtd and repaired, aud fitted 
* to bearſuch a ſight, thou canſt not ſee the Wind, but 
) * thou heareft it's noiſe, and ſeeleft it's blaſts; and 
”" doſt thou not hear Chriſts voice in his word ? dof 
' thou not ſeel the breathings of his Spirit in his Ordi- 
*  nances. Thou art inviſible thy ſelf O my Soul,end art 
”" thou ſo drenched in 4b , that viſiole objefts (hall 
' have more Power to araw down thy heart, than this 
I 

; 

7 

| 


05 


moſt Glorious Objeft ( though now inviſible ) (hall 

heve Power to araw up thy heart? doſt thou queſti- 

0n and doubt of his love to thee? and doth this damp 

ana diſcourage thy Aﬀetftion ? ' whoſe Image is this 
which is engraven upon thee? is it not the Image of 

 Chrjfi? what writing is that upon thy beart? is it” 

| not Gods Law written by:Chrafts Spirit ? whoſe 

 drchings and adornings haft thou got. about thee? 

' ,, what Beanty is this which 2s put upon thee ? 

25 xt not Chrifis comelineſs? where hadſt thoy 

thoſe Bracelets , that Ring , thoſe Fg ed that 

$ 


(barn of Graces? are they not Chri evreehgns, 
which 


: 
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which ht hath giv*n thee? and yet wilt thoy do! 
| of his love? if thouſetleft corruption ſlrong, yet do 
thou not perceive ſome Grace, although it be wea 
haſt thou not ſore love to chriſt, although f be lox 
are not thy deſires chiefly after him, which eviden 
that thy chief love is to him? and is it ſp with ay 
but ſuch whom Chriſt dot" loue? doth not Chyifi lov 
firſt ? ang yet wilt thou queſtion his love ? banil 
then thy ſtars, ſilence thy doubts, O my Soul , vous 
up thy ſelf and climb up by the Facobs ledder whit 
zs let down to thee from Heaven, and ſittle thy lou 
| upon Feſus Chrift, and thoſt things which are abou, 
| where Chriſt ſits at the right hand of God. Sud 


retired Contemplations of Chrift, and Soliloquie 
and Pleadings with your own Souls, when alon 
by your ſelves, will tend exceedingly to the pro 
motion of your love unto Chriſt. 


2, Would you have much 1[6ve to Chriſt ? B 
much in Reading and Studying the Scriptures. Th 
Sctiptures are a Glaſs in whichChriſt may be ſeen 
he cannot be ſeen Face to Face in this World 
this is the happineſs of the Triumphant Churd 
in Heaven, not of the M:ljtant Church upon thy 
Earth ; *whart may here be diſcerncd of Chriſt, þ 
{s in the Glaſs of the Scriptures and Gopſel-Ord 
nances : this is that Glaſs ſpoken of, 2 Cor. 3.1 
wwe all with open face, bethalding as in a glaſs, t 
Glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame 3946 
from Glory to Glory. Chriſt js the Glory of 
Lord, the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory? wwn 
you have much love to him , be often lookin 

viewing and beholding of him in the Glafs of v 


x! 


n_ 
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do criptures, by much beholding of him, you may 
od transformed more and more into the Itken(s of 
143 His Holineſs , and into the likeneſs of his Love, 
deng Which is Glory begun. The Scriptures have the 
, z» Image of Chriſt engraven upon them; the Image 
Fr df the Father is upon the Son, an1 the Image of 
anil the Son 1s upon the Scriptures; there you may ſee 
oa the P:Rure of Chriſt,the Beauty of Chriſr, at leaſc 
hid ſome lineaiments are there drawn by the hand of 
7 God, although not fully and to the life, I mean, 
2 ich ca will ſee in him when you come to he- 
oy Hold him Face to Face in Heaven ; yet his Brau- 
tia? 1s drawn 1n ſuch proportions , and with ſuch 

WI Fadows as vou are now capable of beholding.. 
lone Would you have much Love unto Chriit ithom 
Fe = have never ſeen? look much upon his PiRure 
nd Image 1n the Scriptures. The Scripcures 

: Be Br Chriſts Love-letters* In the ſecond at'd third 
* XN Chapters of Revelations Chriſt doth ſend Scvea 
, The Epiſtles to the {even Aſian Churches; there are 
(cel many Epiſtles and Love-letrers, as it were it the 
orld Scriptures , eſpecially in the Nw ſeſtzment, 
vrd \hereinChriſc doth give mooſe kind <x >r-f11 113 of 
1 th moſt cndeared Love unto his People. Reait much 
ſt, 0 an; ſru:y Chriſs Love-letters , eſpecially thoſe 
bl Pits of the Scriptures wherein Chriſt doth cx- 
-1SDrels molt of his kindneſs and love, S:e how 
'Skind'y Chriſt oth expreſs him(clf, Joh. 14+ v. I, 
"4 Þ, 3: 13,16. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27+ Ch. 
"$85: 7- 913, 14, 35.16. Ch. 16.%v. 7, 22, 24, 20, 
OBS 7> 33+ Cb. 17. v.56, 10, 11,145,-20, 21, 22, 23z 
24+ CV. 20.4%. 17. Read often and conſider fuch 

| PRces. Let the Word of Chriſt dwell richly in 


you 
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you, and this will fecd and maintain your love to ' 
Chriſt , this is a means to have Chriſt dwell in" 
your hearts, not only by Falth, but alſo by moſt ; 
endearcd love. 


3+ Would you have much love to Chriſt 2 be | 
much in Prayer unto God for this 'ove, Eph. 6.23. ; 
Peace be unto the Brethren , and love with Faztth 
from God the Fathty, Not only Peace is from God, «. 
who 1s called the God of Peace, and Faith from © 
God, who works it by his A!mighty Power; bur 
alſo Love 1s from God, who is the God of Love; : 
he circurrciſcth the heart ro love himſelf, and to - 
love his Son. This Love of Chriſt is a Grace of 
the Spirit, which God doth freely give, and pow- 
erfully work, the Beginnings of it , the Increaſe 
of it, all the Meaſures and Degrees of it are from 
him ; If you would attain high meaſures of love 
ro Chriſt, you muſt apply your ſelves unto God 1n' -, 
Prayer, and therein diligently ſeck to him for ir. | 
If you would have much love to Chriſt in your” 
hearrs, you muſt be often at the Throne of Grace 
— a your knees; and there humbly acknowledge, 
not the want, yet the weakneſs of your love to. 
Chriſt, bewail your fir.s which do damp yout Aﬀ- | 
feions , and carneſtly requeſt , that he would * 
work your hearts unto a ftrong love; be Impotg 
runate in Prayer for this, follow God day by day 
with the ſame requeſts , plead with him for tt, + 
fill your mouths wich Arguments , and fill youf 
Arguments with Faith and fervent Defires. Tell 
him , whatever lovelin-(s and love there be if 
Chriſt, whatever attratiyes to -draw forth y ut 
A 


- 


i 


Wy 
* 
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love, yet of your ſelves you are utterly unable to 
pur forth the leaſt motion of true afteAton unto 
| Chriſt, Tell him; that this love toChriſt, though 

 itbe your Dury, yetitis his Gift, that you ought 
| toaR ir, but this you cannot do, unleſs he work 
+ fr; Tell him how eaſily he can enkindle this 
; Fire of Love to Chriſt in your boſoms , and 
bh blow it up into a flame. Tell him , he hath 
» 4: bid you to ask and you ſhall have, and whatever 
n '- you aſk according to his will he heareth, and,chat 
t 1r is his will you ſhould love Chriſt, not only true- 
53 ly, butalſoſtrongly. Tell him, you defire much 
O + love to Chriſt, and that theſe defires do come 
ft from himſelf, and therefore earneſtly defire the 
'- fulfilling of them. Tell him, if you do not ſove 
Ee Chriſt much, you ſhall be apt ro overlove the 
n Creature, which will be diſpleafing to him,there- 
'e | fore requeſt that you may have ſuch a love to 
n '. Chriſt as may overpower all other love, and keep 
t. your hearts from ail Inordinacy of afﬀfe&ions to 

-. any thing beneath and beſides the Lord 20 
Chriſt. Plead how wuch it will be for hls Glory, 
that you ſhould have much love unto Chriſt, thar 
hereby you ſhall be enabled to honour him the 
- { moreſn the world. Plead how much ir will be 
; for your good ; Tell him, if you aſked Corn 

and Wine , and Oyl ; if you aſked Wealth 
ay. and Honours ., and CZreature-delights in a- 

, + bundance , they might be: a ſnare ro you, 

and for your hure ; hurt a ſtrong Love to 
Chriſt is needfull and uſefull , and be fure 
will be for your good ; urge his Promiſe of Cir- 
Cumceſing the htart to love him , and- plead 4 
Faith- 


% 
\ 
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Faithfulneſs; and if you be thus importunate in 
Prayer for much love to Chriſt , and will not beg 
denved, you {hill not be denyed. 
4+. Would you have much love to Chriir, ger 
much Faith. Faith worketh Love, both co the 
Farh-r and to the Son 3 According to the meaz 
ſuce of your Faith, ſo will the meature of 
your Love be ;: Such as are without any Falth, 
are withour any Love 3 ſuch az have but 
a feeble Faith, have bur a weak Love; and -uch 
as have the ſtrongeſt Faith , have che irron9 it 
Love. The ſtronger Faith giveth the cl: arclt 11 
covery of Chriſt's infinite Exc: 11: nctes and P-rie- 
cons , It 15nor the Fye of Senſe which dot) dill 
cern Chrilt, neither 15 1c the Eve of Reaſon wiitch 
doth ditcern him; whatever «1f{coverics we have 
of Chriſr, ir is by Revelztion, and this is difcern- 
aNc only by Faith. Faich is th* E-tdencc of 
things nor (cen , and the unſeen Chriſt 15 evidenr 
by Faith, to be the moſt exc- lent Perſon , +11 
th: molt (utrable ObjeR of love, and the more 
evid:nrt the OH5j:& of tove is the ſrronger 'v1ll the 
love be. Morcover , Faith is not only the Eye 
of rhe Soul ro diſcern Chriſt, >v: alſo rhe Hand of 
the Soul, noc only ro take hol: on him, bur alo 
to receive from him of his Fuinzſs , Grace fat 
Grace, and by conſequence more of this Grace of. 
love to him. Our Communion with Chriſc 1s by 
Faith; the more intimate acquaintance and fello# 
ſhip we have wich thoſe whom we love, the mo 
endeared will >e our love; the ſtrongeſt Fall 
brings us unto the greateſt intimacy , fellowlt 
and f:miilaricy with Chriſt, and therefore 1r 
m 
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means of the ſtrongeſt Love. Endeavour then 
to get a ſtrong Fairh,and to [ive daily 1n the pow- 
erful cxerciſe thereof ; the more you live by 
CT Faich, the more you will dwell 1n the love of 


v4 Chriſt, 

of +. Would you have much love unto Chriſt ? 
My labour for much of the Spirit z labour for much of 
»=* rhe light of the Spiritz there muſt be nor only the 
'=- Glaſs of the Scriptures, and the Eye of Faith,bur 
it aiſo the Light of the Spirit , that you may have 
2g a clear G1ice rniag of this lovely Lord J< ſus; Liz- 
© hour for much of the operation of the Spirit; the 
a'l* Syirit is 1 ke Wiad to blow up the Sparks of Love 
Wn 54 ycurh.artsintoa flame. Labour for the inha- 
'e biraticon of the Spirit, ard that the promiſe may 
ho mads pi od (oO you, V\ hich Chriil giveth to his 
Diſciples 7ch. 14.16. 17. Ard I will pray the Fa- 
tier, ana be lhall gite jou another Comforter, that 
PemAay atide mth you for exe” 5 even tt Spirit of 
e (4'9, nn0ithe world cannot vecezute Becauſe it 


mn 
be 


12h 


Lad Leth 19, X0t, Neatoer bn1 with hi; Dut } z baow him, 
ye for ve awe lety with you, and (hal be in you. 

4 of : | 

al:0 


5, Wcu'd von have much Love unto Chri'}? la- 
ie vr for (| a1 Evidence: of his love urto you; the 
e of a; pr. Ichfiots of Ci rifis |. velrets m Jy CXCite tO 
> by ſom tove , bur tl; full well grounded periwafi- 
of cn: of Ciiriſts love to vou, will cnove all heighren 
youu volt ve to Chriftt. Douhes of Chriits tove do 
s -..- 
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- unto Jeſus Chriſt, you may know Ir, and nolor 
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love caſteth out fear , the more love, the le 
fear , and the more doubrs and fears , the Ie 


| love. Such as doubt much of Chrifs love to them 


they may love Chriſt truely, but they cannot loy 


Chriſt ſtrongly. You will love a leſs lovely pet 


fon that loves you, more than a more lovely pex 
ſon'that hates you ; the love of the Perſon beloy 
ed.isa moſt amiable Qualification and ſtrong at 
rraQtive, yea, one of the greateſt: Incentives ati 
Inducements unto love. Get then a periwafſia 
of the infinite love to you of this Infinitely =_ 


. Perſon , that you may be able to ſay with Pa 


Gal. 2. 20. Who loved me, and gave himſelf for my 
Look diligently into the Word of God, and find 
out the Charatters there, of thoſe that are Beloy 
ed by Chriſt ; and then look narrowly into you 
ſelves, and ſee whether yoar face will not anſwe! 
that fice in the Looking-Glaſs of the Scriptures. 
ſee whether you cannot find the llneaments of the 
New Man within you, whether you have not ex 
pericnced a gracious change; Is there not Light, 
where there was darkneſs ? Is there not Lite, 
where there was D-ath ? Is there nor Love, where 
there was hatred ? Is there not the Law of God 
writrey,where the Law of Sin &:d command all? [ 
not rheByaſs of your Wills and HeartsGod-ward,f 
Chriſt-ward, & Heaven-ward ? which keretofo 
wasonly Stn-ward,andEarth-ward,andHell-ware 
Pray earneſtly unto God, that he would give ye 
a full zAlurance, thar if you are indeed cffeua 
ly called , If you are indeed united and reſare 


er doubt therecf, Io a word, (eck d1ligently al 
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- lefge; the Manifeſtations of Chriſts Love 1n all the 
Says of his ordinances; reſt nor in the our-fide 
f Ordinances, bur ſeek after Chriſt in Ordinan- 
, follow him from Saobath to Savhath , from 
rdinance to Ordinance , and always be looking 
rhim , and looking rowards him , till he tucn 
ut and look upon you, and give you 2 graciqus 
ile; ſeek and wait for that Manifeſtarion of him- 
If which he hath promiſed to them that love 
m, oh. 14- 21. Wait for his Miſſion of the Ho- 
Ghoſt from Heaven, 1 -Pet. 1. 12. to ſhed a- 
rod the ſenſe of his Love into your hearts, Rom. 
4 5. and if you did know aſſuredly, and had a 
nle hereof given unto you by theSpirir of Chriſt, 
Joy the Joyes which then you would have in him ! 
your® the love which then you would have to him ! 
(wer$5 your Joyes would be unſpeakable, fo your 
res. Love would be unſpeakable roo; ſuch a warmth 
frhe9t heart, and burning of love to Chriſt, you would 
- exe within you, as is beyond the. Rhetorick of 
ghee Tongue to (et forth. 


Life, 


we 7. Wou'd you have much love to Chriſt ? Ge 


112 pp uch hatred of Sin , and accordingly watci) a 
4 gÞray, and ſtrive, and fight againſt Sin,as the worſt 

"Ot Evils, as that which doti: ſo much diſpleaſe 
your Lord. Bewail fins of daily incurfion, and 
abour that your ſins of infirmity may be leſs eve- 
y day than other; Take heed of fins of ſudden 
Wvrprize, bur chictly of deſigned fins, and that 

Fou comply not with any remprations unro 


groſler 
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groſſer miſcarriages, which like water caſt up« 


the Fire of your loye to Chriſt, will pur out rhþ 
flame, and leave only a few unperceiveable (park 
in the corner of your hearts. Suffer not fint 
have any room In your hearts, or if it will abi 
and you cannot thruſt it quite our, let itnor h 

a quier habiration within you; diſturb fin as m 
as you can,wage war every day with your remai 
ivg Luſts, ler no day pais over your heads wit 
out giving ſome blows, ſome thruſts and wou 
ro fin. Straiten the room offin in your hea 
as much as may be; the more room fin hath 
your hearts, the leſs room Chriſt will have ther 
Particularly , rake heed of inordinace love to th 
world, and the things in the world, the prev 
lency of which love will damp your love to Chri 
by how much more the world gets of your lov 
by ſo much the leſs Chriſt will have of ir. A ſub 
ordinate love you may have to Pc rions and Thing 
in che world, bur let no perſon or thing have yo 
chief love but only Chriſt ; love nothing or | 
ſelf within abiira&ecd love, bu: love all infer! 
things with tnferiour love. love all under the Lor 
and 1n the Lord, and for the Lords lake ; get 
inordioate 2fﬀf. Rjons to che world crucified 
the Cro!s of Chriſt. You muſt have dying a 
Qions to periſhing things , if you would have 
living and ative love to the ever-itving Jcius. 


8. Would you have much love uaro Chrif 
aſſociate your iclves:nott with thote that have my 
love unto CEriit; you ma) fetch light fromt 
lehr, an:! you may tecrch warmth from their it 
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1PQgead coals arc enkindled by the living, and your 
 thiye.1d hearrs may be enkindled with love to Chriſt 
2 the warm diſcourſe of thoſe that have warm 
IN tarts. Be ready to ſpeak of Chriſt, and for Chriſt 
o1dy any company, as ycu have fit opportunity, and 
n ligently watch for an Occafion ; [hut your ears 
Geainſt, and reprove prophane and filthy Com- 
ag unſcation; divert that which is vain and frothy, 
wY be ready to begip and promote that which is 
ne rious and {ayoury, that which Is gracious, and 


th ig tend to your own and others Edificatſon ; 
" Fudy the Art and praRiſe of it, of provoking all 
hom you converſe withal , not unto Strife and 
5 ntention,” but unto this love and affcRlion unto 
e Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and whileſt you are endea- 
ove Ouring to warm others with this love, you mia; 
[pXc warmed your (elves. 


9. And laſtly ,Would-you have much love unto 
hriſi? be much in the cxerciſe of this love, here- 
itis increaſed, and heighrned; Uſe legs, and 
ve legs; and if you a this love frequently , 1: 
v1]l hereby ger ſtrengrl) and aRiviry ; every day 
deavour to put forth ſome vigurous aRts of love 
nto Jeſus Chriſt. In your ordinary Callings and 
fcular Buſineſs and E:tr plovment. you may cod 
 ÞÞ ſome looks of love unto Jcſus Chrift in your 
jaculations, But eſpecially ju ric Duri's of Gods 
mediate Worlhip , labour thar yavr love may 
W10'v out unto Chriſt moſt vigorouſly. | In your- | 
W211 lecret Devotion and Family Worſhip,let love 
ne Chriſt draw forth tears from your eyes, ar leaſt 
teg62u'c grief and ſorrow in your hearts, iD the ac- 
3 4 knowledgement 
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knowledgement of your fins , whereby he h 
been diſhonoured and diſpleaſed. Let Love 
Chriſt draw forth carneſt defires after Chri 
thoſe Communications, Manifeſtations, and 
ſolations , .which he doth give to none bur ſy 
asare his 3 let ſove to Chriſt put requeſts it 
our mouths, arguments into your requeſts, 
ervour into your arguments, in your oleadll 
with him at the Throne of Grace for further 
lies of his Grace, and that you may be brouy 
nto more intimacy of acquaintance with him. . 
very day you ſhould expreſs your love to Chri 
eſpecially .on the Lords day , when almoſt « 
whole day is. to be ſpent in publick and priv; 
Excrciſes of Religious Worſhip, 1n all your lo 
roChrift thould he 1n exerciſc;in your atrendane 
upon him In Ordinances, you muſt bring not c 
ly your bodies beiore him, but preſent your heat 
unto him;zthis you ſhould be careful to dÞ 1D pu 
Iick Prayer and hearing of the Word, Preachtl 
and Singing Pſalms ; often ſhould you endeave 
in every Ordinance ro lifr up your hearts unto t 
Lord; bur above 3ll when you approach the Lor 
Table, all your Graces ſhould there, and then | 
in exerciſe, eſpecially rhis Grace of love to el 
Chriſt , your Kye there ſhould affc& your He 
when you ſee the repreſentations of your cru 
ed Lord, and think what manner of Love he 
bear ro you, that he ſhould ſubinir himſelf u 
ſuch x, Death for you, how ſhould this affe& y 
hears! And if ever,then your [ove roChriſt ſhal 
ſhew it (elf, and a wirh the greateſt vigour 
-ſtrengeh. 
| SEG 
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l Ce.x aving given DireRions how to attain loveto 
t (wb rift in che truth, and in the ſtrength of Ic, 
bs Eine now to the laſt ſort of DireQtions wherein 
, &:1 ſhould ſhew your love to Jeſus Chriſt, 

adit vcore generally ſhew your love toChriſt in your 
T ly edjence unto. Chriſt, Job. 14+ 15+ If ye love me 
UB) my Commandments. Be faithful in the perfor- 
M. $ace of all known Duties whichChriſt doth com- 
hr ng : and becarcful in the forbearance of all 
ft ©-wn fins which Chriſt doth forbid 3 ler your 
riv&..+ carc be to pleaſe Chriſt , whoever js diſ- 
Ir IOpeaſcd ;and your great fear be of offendingChriſt, 
JanGhocver be offended with your ſtritneſs. Shew 
ot our love, 1. Inthe Sincerizy of your Obedience, 
hear, 1a the rillingneſs of your Obedience, 3. In the 
) PU, iverſality of your Obedience, 4. In the Conſtan- 
oy of your Obedience. 

tor} 1+ Shew your love to Chriſt, in the Sincerity of 
Lorfeur Odedience, Hypocrites will do ſome things 
en hich Chriſt Commanderh, bur ir is from-carnal 
 Jeſfiorves, and with carnal Deſigns; But letlove to 
Heaghritt be the Motive, and the Honour of Chrift, 
rudP< End of your Ovedience; obey Chriſt becauſe 
e &©u love him, and with a defign to pleaſe him ; 
fuFhat you do, do heartily unto the Lord, and a- 
dve all things, defire and endeavour, that what 
du do may find acceptation with him, 2 Cor.$.9. 
berefore we {ahnur,that whether preſent or abſent we 


a) be accepted of hin. 
F 2 +5 
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2. Shew your love to Chriſt in the #11!ing! 
of your Obedience;Some will obey Chritt, but 
MI with grearBackwardneſ;; they wil performDutief® 

] but they arc burdenſom, a wearineſ(s, and toilor 
the Commandments of Chriſt are grievous ut 
them; they are ſcarce ready unco any Duty, be 
when they are ſcourged unto it by the Rods 
Affiidlon, or ſpurr'd and prickt forward by t 
Goads of Conſcience; O the liſileſneſs and ind 
pofition In the moſt, unto the malt ſpiricuul pax 
of the Seryice of Chriſt! which is an evident prod 
of rhe defeR of lore, -cither in the truth of 1r, o 
atleaſt in the meaſure and degree of it. Let youP? 
love ſhew It ſelf in the wzllingneſs of your 2 


" 


ence,ſerve theLord with a willing and ready min 
with alacrity and chearfulneſs of ſpirit , looki 
upon the Service of Chriſt as your Honour , an 
efteeming every Dn:y to he your Priviledge: N* 
you haye any confiraints unto Oxcdience, lct then 
be the conttraints of love; as 2 Cor. 5. 14. If you 
be forced to ovey Chriſt, let there be no violence 
bur the violence of love; 1f you be dr:g'd ro Du: | 
ty,let it be with no other cords thanthe cords 
ove; let love be the Spur and Goad to prick | 


* Iforward, that you may not only waik. but run! 

| rhe ways of Chrifis Commandment: wv: une 
larged hearr. pu 
3. Shew your love to Chriſt in the 4nivirſali® 
ty of your Obedience. Hypocrits w1il performs 
Jome Duries, which are for their turn, and wit 
ſerve their carpal defigns; other Duties they om 
and totally neglc& ; let your ve ro Chriſt d 
; edyct icſelf in your reſpett to to all hisCommaun 

me 
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nes; though you cannot here attain PerfeRion 
© »edience , yet let your Obedience be Unl- 
(al; obey Chriſt not only in open Duties, which 
a ire witneſſes of , bur alſo in fecrert Duties, 
d ſpiritual Duties, which depend upen the ex- 
beer ciſe of the Mind, fuch as Meditation, Contem- 
ation, Self-ſearch , and Ejaculation, as alſo in 
c ſpiritual part of all Duties, which no Eye can 

witneſs unto, but the Eye of God; and hereby 
ou may be diſtinguiſhed from all Hypocrites Im 
ie world. 

q 4+ Shew your love to Chriſtin the Conflancy of 
oof your Obedience , Gal. 5. 7. Ne did run well, 
qj3ybo did hinder youtbat ye ſhould not obey the truth? 
-4Some Hypocrircs are zealousProfeſſors for a while, 
: 1;80d at firſt ſerting our ſeemto ourftrip many that . 
ngarc fincere, but they ſoon tire, and are weary, not -..: 

q Only In well-doing, but of ir; they quickly ftamble 
-; and fall, and not only fall down, bur fall off; nor 
o, ®Þly fall back, bur fall away , and turn fearful A- 
of Poſtares. Shew your love to Chriſt, nor only In 
_ Cecring out wel, bur in continuing your Chriſtian 
| gf courie well unro the end of the courſe of your 

2 lives; begin we!l, and patiently continue in well- 
.4 doing : Perſevcre in your Obedience;Be not wee- 

71 28 well-doing, knowing that in due time ye (hall 
., Tap, ifye faint not, Gal. 6. 9. And if you be ſaith- - 
4; Jul unto death , Chriit hath promiſed ro give you 
the Crown of life, Rev. 2. 10. 
4 More particularly , ſhew your love to Chriſt, 
£ 1. In yourlcarning, keeping, aſſerting, and maln- 
earning of Chriſts truths, 2. In your publick ſpirits 
tedneſs and zeal for Chriſts honour and intereft« 
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3: In your vigorous reſiſtance and oppoſi 
of Chriſis Enemies. 4.1n your following of Chribl 
example. 5g. In your readineſs ro take up 
patiently to bear Chrifts Croſs. 6. In your def 
after Thriſts preſence here , a longirg for Chris 
ſecond appearance at the laſt day. y 
1. Shew your love to Chriſt ja your learni 
keeping,zflerting and maintaining Chrifts Trurkt 
1. Learn Chriſts Truths, acquaint your (elves W 
dibgenr reading of the Scriptares,and other ho 
that may be a help hereunto, with all fundamenh 
tal rruths of the Chriſtian Religion in the fir.. 
place, and ſogo on and procced further to lear. 
thoſe truths which are ſuperſtruRot yz and whafl 
ever truths you find a FounCation for in the Scrippe 
tures which are the word of Truth, receive them 
not only in the light of them, bur alſo in the loyk 
of them ; If the branches of ruths - be in; youR 
heads, and the leaves of them in your profeſſionC 
and the frujic of them jn your ARions, let the! 
root of them be in your Hearrs. 2. Having learns! 
ed the Truths of Chziit as they are in ]cſus , let 
them bot hang looſe in your Underſiandings, but 
get them faſtened and fixed, and cloſe girt about 
the lo!ns of your mindes,ho1d the Truths of Chrifl 
faſt, prize them above all Jewels, don'c part with 
them upon any terms, let a!l go, eſtate, liberty 
and life ir ſelf , rather than any of this rich tres- 
ſure, which Chriſt hath entruſted you withal, 
3. Aſert the truths of Chriſt; bs not aſhamed ot 
afraid ro own any Truths of Chriſt in the moſt ai 
dulterous and gainſaying generation. profeſs your 
bclief of Chriſt and of the truths of Chrit , ev- 
deavour. 
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ofideavour that the light of theſe truths may ſhine 
Chrfgoad , and caſt forth ſuch bright beams In the 
Þ dark world where you live , that others may be 
defygought hereby uaro the knowledge of rhe Truth. 
hrs Endeavour to maintain Chriſts truths, earneſt- 
y contend for the DoRrine of Faith once deliver- 
rnigg to the Saints , endeavour rt convince galuſay- 
ruches, and to defend Chriits :iruchs againſt thoſe 
es hprrupt and errouncous Opinions and Dottrines, 
ookhich like leaven is very apt to ſpread and infe 
e minds of men. 
hr. 
ear. 2, Shew your love to Chriſt in your pud'tck ſp1- 
hafitedneſ: , and zeal for Chritis honour and Inte- 
ripeſt : let your aff<Rions be Publ:ick, nor private, 
emaarrow, contracted, and centring 11 icli; let your 
ovfove be a publick and general love, Love not only 
ouRclations, bur love all Chrifts Di.ciples, though 
onOf different Perſwaſtons and intereſts; becauſe of 
hethe Image of Chrifl; 1nd love nor only your friends 
n- that love you, bur alſo your enemies that hate you, 
et becauſe of the command of Chriſt. Let your de- 
"1 fires be publick detires, defirc rhe welfare of the 
ut unſverſal Church, and of all Gods people through- 
ft our the world, and accordingly Pray for their 
h Peace and Proſperity, and endeavour as you have 
y opportunity ro promore the Puvlicx good more 
. than your own private advantage ; ſeck nor your 
, own things, bur the things of Jeſus Chriſt. Ler' 
' your grief; be publick priefs, grieve not only for 
your own fins, ur alſo for the ſinz of orhers, where» 
 byChriſt is diſhonourcd in the world; grieve not 
obly for your oivn affli tions, bur allo for the af- 
E 4 fIictionsy - 
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affiitions of 7oſeph, Heb. 13,3. Remember the 
re za bonds, ay bound with them, and them 
ſuffer adverſity, as bring your ſelves alſo in the 
Youare io the ſame myſtical body with all C 
'  affliRed members,and when ſome niembers 
| the reſt ſhould ſuffer too , by way of ſympai 
Bleeding in their wounds and grieving in th 
ſorrows, be ready alſo to relieve any, eſpecid 
Chriſts Diſciples, when they are in diſtreſs & 
i | want, according to your capacity and as you hi 
i | opportunity. Employ all your Talents for yo 
WW | MaftersGlory, and endeavour to promote the! 
| rereſi of the Lord Jeſus unts the utmoſt of ya 
abllicies. 1. In reference to thoſe which are whi 
our, If you are called your ſelves, labour to & 
athers unco Chriit, as Andrew called Peter, Phil 
called Nathaniel unco the Mefſias, Fob. 1. go, zi 
44 45+ If you have found the Meas, or rath 
have been found of him , let your love to Chrij 
and [ove to ſouls prompt you, to endeavour th 
Converſion of others that are your Relatiom 
your Friends and Acqualntances. Pur your un 
eonverted Fricnds in mind of their miſerable F. 
ſtates, whilſc under the guilr and reigning powe 
of ſin,whilſt ſlaves to the Devil and their own luſts 
mind them of Death , and the fearful conſequen 
ces thereof, to all unpardoned finners; rell then 
of Chriſt that he is the only Saviour and Redeem 
er of Mankind; How able and willing he is 
| favethcm, If they ſeck after him, and apply them- 
} ſelves unto himztell them, that not long ſince 
Wh were 1n the ſame eſtate with themſelves , ig 
i & inthe prattice of the ſame fins, and going on i 
'Y rl 


— OD— — —_ 


oe . 
. 


CY FIT Ow - - - _—  ——— 


to the unſeen Chrift, 123 
bemithe ſame way to deſtruRion; and that the Lord 
” th ſhewed mercy unto you in your Converſion, 
the 6 @nd bringing vou into a State of Salvation : teff 
| Chg them tha: there Is mercy alſo for them , If they 
's ſaf ſÞok aſter it , thr Gods Grace is moſt free , his 
npat Mercy moſt plen;iful, that Chriſt 1s moſt Gractous, 
n © #nd caſteth out none that come unto him: Tell 
xecly them of the amiableneſs of Chriſts Perfon, of the 
eſs 4 ſurpaſſing love which he hath ſhewn to fallen 
u by mankind in his dying for them; and that though 
he were dead, yet he [s alive, and lives for ever- 
thej More to intercede for all them that make choice 
fy of him, and make uſe of him for their Arlvocatces 
wig. Theretoze perſwac's chem that they wonld break 
og ft ticir fins by Repenrance , which otherwiſe 

will te the ruine both of their bodies and of their 
' Souls in Hel!, an i vtchour delay that they would 
c>me unto Crit, and accept of him upon Goſ- 
pcl-rerm;. It -1y of you cannot manage theſe 
Arguments wel! your ſelves, perſwade them, If 
you can, to hear ſuch Miniſters and Sermons, as 
throughGods bleſſing have been effeRual for your: * 
Converſion , ard thus you may be inſtrumental 
to augment the Kingdom of Chriſt, which Is one 
cs Of the belt way of expreſſmg your love unto 
S Chriſt. 2. In r<ference to them which are with- 
" 1n.; l:bour to promote the Intereſt of Chriit a- 
 mong(t them tjar are trucly Gracious, by vigorous * * 
endeavour: t9 (rrengthen and eſtabliſh them, ro 
1uicken an4 encourage them jn the ways of the 
Lord : Co:mmuntcare the experiences which vou 
nave had, as you ſee there js real need, and it may 
tend, not ſo much to your praiſe, as your Maſters, 
F 5 10: 
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honour. Labour in your places to be both ſhi 
ing and burning lights; be forward to every goa 
word and work. Look upon your ſelves as th- 
devoted Servants of Chriſt, and that you .are n 
your own, and therefore lay out your ſelves to th 
utmoſt for him, and give all diligence to glori 
fie him with your bodies and ſpirits, with you 
eſtates and intereſts, with your gifts and talent: 
all which are his,aad ought to be at his devotion 


3. Shew your love to Chri(t in your vigorous re 
fiſrance and oppoſition of Chriſts Enemies, There 
are three grand Enemies of Chriſt, which you are 
by your Baptiſm engaged to fight againſt, namely 


the Devil , the Flcth and the World, which war 


both againſt Chriſt, and againſc your Souls, This 
Trinity of Adverſarics agrec in onc,and conbine 
together againſt his anointed, doing their utmoſt 
endeavour to break his bands, to untie his cords, 
and to unhing his Government; they would pluck 
the Crown off of Chriſts head, could they reach 
It, and the Seepter out of his hand , they would 
deveſt Chriſc ( if they could ) of all hls power 
here on Earth, aud confine him ro his Territories 
in H:aven; but all their artempcs in this kind have 
becn, -nd will he in vain, Chriſt hath tryed the 


frrength of theſe Enemics, and hath vanquiſhed! 


them, bur (ti]1 ſome Jife and power 1s left with 
them to war again(: the holy ſeed;you are Chriſcs 
Souldiers, liſted under his banner, ſhew your fi: 
delny and your love to your Captain and Gene- 
ral, in.mantully maintaining the ſpiritual combat 
2gainic his and vcr ſpiritual Enemies ; fight the 
8% 
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nl good fight of Faith, reſiſt unto bloud, don'c yield 
0a pon any account; diſdainfully rurn a way the Eye 
th-2nd Kar, when theſe Enemies would eritice and 
ne allure you, and ſtourly make reſolute oppoſition 
th againſt them, zgwhen they do moſt furiouſly affaulc 


IN! you; hearken to no ſuggeſtions of the Devil, remp- 
OU 


tations of the world;zor motions of the fleſh, which 
would induce and draw you into ways of fin, of 
which woul1 force and drive you out of the ways 
of Chriſt ; reſiſt and oppoſe, and labour to gain 
ſome viRories over thoſe adverſaries every day, 
eſpecially ger conqueſt over the Fleſh, and the 
other two will be ſoon varquithed; Chriſt ſhew- 
eth his love to you , In (ub vitring himſelf ro be 
Crucified tor you;do you ſhew your Ive to Chriſt 
in Crucifying your Flcſh with 11s afteRtons and 
Juſts for his ſake, in your ſelf-denial,and mortif- 
ing the deeds of the body, when you deny your 
carnal Reaſon, your carnal Wiſdom, your carnal 
Will, your carnal AﬀeRions, your carnal Intereſt, 
ail inordinacies of your ſenſual appetite for the 
ſake of Chriſt; when you cruſh pride, envie, rc- 
venge, malice, jgordinare anger, inordinare love, 
nordinate defire, inordinate grief, luſtfulneſs ard 
all evil concupiſcence for the ſake, and becauſe of 
the Coramand of Chriſt, all theſe are a&s and evi- 


2d dences of love ro Chriſt, and herein you ſhould 


exerciſe your (elves daily, -, 
of 4 

4- Shew your love to offrit In your following 

of his example, diſcover your affeion unto him ' 

:2 your 1mitation of him, in writing afrer his copy, 


vag-1 


11 treading 10 his ſteps, in walkihg as Chriſt him -* 
(cif 
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ſelf walked , when he was here upon the Euth, 
ſhew your love to Chriſt by labouring after like- 
neſs unto Chriſt, that you may be like him both 
In your inward diſpoſition, and in your outward - 
Converſation : Chriſt was lowly, be'you humble ? 
and mean in your own eſteem : Chriſt was meek, 
be you gentle, cafic to be intreated, and nor cafi- | 
ly provoked”: Chriſt loved God, let God be the 
; object of your love: Chriſt hated fin, ler fin alſo 
| be the objeR of your hatred : Chriſt contemned 
| | the world, do you get crucified affeR1ons unto 
| 


It. Chriſt was compaſſionate to thoſe that were 
in diſtreſs , do you labour for the like bowels. | 
Chriſt uied to worſhip publickly in thbeſynagogues, 
to pray with his Diſciples, and to ſpend time alſo 
1n ſecret praycr, do you glye your attendance in 
the publick aſſemblies of Gods people , worlhip 
God in your Families, and be often upon your 
knees at the Throne of Grace in ſecret. Chriſts 
mind was a heavenly mind, let the ſame mind be 
in you as was in Chriſt. Chriſts will was ſubmiſ- 
tive to his Farhers will, ler the ſame will be in you - 
as was 1n Chriſt. Chriſts words were Gracious - 
and edifying , let your ſpeech be always with 
Irace, favoury, and which may he for edificatl- | 
O00. Elnſls life was an aRive life, he was always : 
doing good, and he was exaGly holy 10 all hy- 
W. 2Qcions, be you aQivec and diligent in the ſervice 
of God in doing good to orhers, and be holy-as 
Chriſt was holy in alt manner of Converſation,thus 
- thould you ſheiv your love to- Chriſt in following 
Chrifts example, and in imicating of him in every 
thiog whercta you arc capable of ſuch imitation. - 
5-068 * , 
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| lo. ſhip withChrilt; above all companic and fel»: 
lowſhip, deſtre the company, fellowſhip and ac-; 
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. Shew your love to Chriſt 1n your readineſs 
ro take up and patient)y bear Chriſts croſs : | 
don't ſay you ſhould defire ſufferings for Chrift, 
bur ſure I am, that ſtrong love ro Chrilt will nor 
permit you to decline them; don't go out of Gods 
way for them, neither go out of Gods way from 
them, if you meet with theCroſsin the way of duty 
don'c either turn back,or ſtartaſide,but chearfully 
take jt up,and when you have got it up, patiently 
bear ir,and don't throw i: off, till God take it off, 
whepit is your duty to ſuffer forChrifſt, look apon 
it alſo to be yourpriviledge,and be glad of rheop- 
portunity , rejoycing that you have wy thing to 
part withal for the ſake of Chriſt , if it bz good 
name, or good eftate, or good Friends, if it be 
liberty, or life ir ſelf; ſuch expreſſions of love are 
very honourable, and verie pleaſing to your 
Lord and Maſter. 


6. And laſtly, Shew your love to Chriſt in your 
aefires after Chriſts preſence here, and in your | 
longing for his ſecond appearance at the laſt day. 
1. Dcfire Chriſfts Graclous preſence here, and che 
manifeſtations thereof, that according to his pro- 
miſes h: would come unto you , that he would 
draw near,and that you miphr feel that he is near; 
deſire that you might have clearer diſcoyerics of 
Chrift , and more intimate communion and fe'- 


quaintance with Chriſt,that you might walk wich. 
him, and conyerſe with him, and that there might, 
* a dallic inteeconrfe berween Chriſt _ 
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ſouls, and that all diſtances between. you , and 
ſtrangeneſs might be removed ; let your love ex- 
preſs it ſelf in defires afrer Chriſt when he is ab- 
ſent, and in delights whenhe 1s preſent; rejoice 
In the Lord exceedingly, when he doth manifeſt 
himſelfunto you graciouſlie,admire t.is beauty,and 
delight in his (miles, admire his love,and delight 
in the perſwafions of his favour, let the aRings of 
your love,and the workings of it, be ſuch to your 
Beloved daitlie. 2. Defirealſo and long for the 
ſecond appearance of Chriſt at the laſc day; when 
he ſaith, Surely I come quickly, do you ſay, Amen, 
Even-ſo come Lord Ftſus. Look upon time as ſlow 
of heel and wing,that 1c runs no faſter, that it flies - 
no (wifter ; look to the end of Time, and long 
for tt, becaiiſe then with theſe Eyes you ſhall ſee 
him whom your ſoul loveth, becauſe then you ſhall 
ſee Chriſt come down from the Throne of God, 
$ with ſuch Brightneſs of Majeſtie , and Brightneſs 
FE. of Beauty, as will tranſport you with Wonder and 
ys joy. Say, when Lord Fijus wilt thou tabtto thy 
elf thy great Power , and cloath thy ſelf n ith thy 
Authority,and come down to judge the world? when 

wilt thou open the evtrlaſiing gates of Heaven which 
bave been ” 59 fo long? when wilt thou deſcend from 
Heaven with a ſhout , with the ſound of the Great 
= TY umpet, and ſend thine Angels to gather all thine 
Wy Zlet from the four Winds, that all who love thee may 
Wl meet zn one Soczety? when ſhall we put on ow Gar- 
ments of Immortality, and be caught up inthbe'Clouds 
go meet thee in the day of thy Triumpy? when ſhall 
the day of our Coronation comt, and of our admiſſion 
p the Glorrwous Manſimns which thou-haſt prepared 
: Jor- 
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ſor us in the Glorious Palace which 1s above ? when 
wilt thou ſhew us thy ſelf, and give us to behold thee 
ſace toſace ? woen wilt thou ſhew us the Father,and 
give us to behold him immediately without a Glaſs? 
when wilt thou (hew us thy Glory wh:ch thou had{? 
with the Father before the world was, and give us 
not only to ſee it, but alſo to ſhare init? when wilt 
thou open theTreaſures of thy Lovegand receive us-into 
the ntare(t, cloſe(t, and ſweeteſt embracements thereof, 
and giveus to drink of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures 
which are with thee ? O haſten Lord, haiten thy glq- 
ri0us appearance, that tho maye't be Glorified beſore 
the whole world, and we be glorified with thee,that 
we may be then taben to live with thee , and.rtign 
with thee , and be made perſeftly happy in tht ſull 
and eve" laſting enjoyment of thee. 

Thus I have done with thcſe DireRions, the 
laſc thing in this Uſe of Exhortation. 

And what do you now ſay after all Motives to 
excice and perſwade you to the love of Chriſt,and 
DireRions therein? ſhall all be in vain ? 

What do you ſay ſinners ? ſhall Chriſt have 
your hearts or no? will you harbour baſe luſts in 
your hearts , that will damn you, and keep our. 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who alone can ſave you ? 
(hall I gain no hearts for Chriſt by all my Ser- 
mons which I have preached concerning the love 
of Chriſt? My Lord and Maſter hath ſent me to 
woo you, to win your hearts for him; may I ſpeed 
or no? ſhall my Meſſage be accepted, and Jeſus 
Chriſt the moſt lovelie Perſon find entercainment 
with you ? If any perſon or thing in the world 
which you do moſt dearly love , do fo well dey 
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ſerve your love, lock your ears (till againſr all my 
| words, and let them periſh like an empty ſound 
in the Air, lock your hearts againſt Chriſt, who 
ſrands knocking at the door and plve an abſolute, 
and peremptory refuſal , to give him any room 
there; But if in the whole world you cannot find 
ont a ſutrabie Beloved beſides Chriſt, if there be 
nothing herc below but isunworthy of your hearts; 
if all infertour things whileſt they have your chief 
Love, do debaſe you and defile you , and unleſs 
your hearts bc raken off from them, wlll certainly 
ruine and deſtroy you everlaſtingly ; O then be 
perſwaded without any further delay, to open the 
everlaſting doors of your hearts; fo ler Chriſt ;: to 
them, and fet Chriſt up in the higheſt ſeat of your 
Aﬀe&tons; O be perſwaded to give Chriſt vour 
chief Lovesto give him your heart,and your whole 
heart; with grief and hatred let go your hold of 
fin; and embrace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the arms 
of your deareit Love. And then I wou'd ſay to 
you as our Saviour did to Zacheus, when he gavc 
himenteriainment in his hovſe, This day 7; 54: 
tzon comt ;vit9 vou, O happy dav vntoyou. © 
happy you that ever you were born, If this d2y 
Chriſt ſhould be heartily entertained by you ! Th:: 
then would be the cay of your Converſion , 1n 
which the a\npels would rejoice;and thovgh 2:1-! 


7 ay 
and trouble might invade you for a while, becautc: 


of your fin,yer this would make vay for your [pi- . 
ritual Joy ; weeping might endure for a Night, 
bur Joy would come in the Morning ; bur O the 
& Joy which you will then have in the day of your 
Coron:tion, when al] tears ſhall be vyjped ab 
ON *: | 


» O Auvwd 


nw. > bk. DS 


my, +. 


_— 
- 


"FO WGW__ TY "Y ey  M' T_T. 


Sermons which I have preached, be a means to 
= and heſghten your Love? Your love hath 
been too muck mixed, will you loye Chriſte - 74 
| nbip your love hath bcen very weak, | 


a flame ? after (uch blowings, hal] there be no 
|burvings? When you think of Chrifts Perſon (© - 
' amiable, his Love ſo ſncomparable , his benefirs 


 dently than ever ? will you be perſwaded to get 


. and get up your hearts to your Lord which is in 


; Can never love roo much ? will you now dwell in 


= 
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your Eyes, and when you fhefl have admiſh- 
into the glorious preſence of the Lord, where 
ere is Fulneſs of Joy awd Pleaſures for Ever- 
ore. 

And whatdo you ſay,Believers? you that have 
me Love to Chriſt, ſhall this DoRrine,and thefe 


ove Chrift more ſirongly ? Your love to Chrift 
hath been bur a ſpark.ſhall ic now break forth 1nto 


fo incſtimable, ſhall not this fire your hearts? and 
will you not now love him more dearly and at- 


off your hearcs from Earth and Earthly things, 


Heaven, and to ſettle your love there uppn him, 
loas never to withdraw it from him any more ? 
Will you love the Lord Jeſus much , whom you 


the love of Chriſt, and be more frequent and fer- 
vent in the aRings of it? Then O what comfort 
would you find in your love / and what ſweetneſs 
In the ſenſe of Chriſts Love ! This would be the 
fureſt Evidence that Chriſt loveth you 3 becauſe 
Chriſt loveth firſt; and how would this ſweeren 
your paſſage through the Vally of AﬀiQion, and 
through the Vally of Death, This would (weetet 
a bitter cup, and make a ſweet cup more ſweg 
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In Life, rhe ſenſe of Chriſts Love will be bert 
than life, but at Death this will be che'only St 
and Supporc which you can hav? . nothing el 
can give you ny wec'l-g;ounded comfort in a d 
log hour. Death rageth and playeth the Tira 
every where, ſhootcth [1:13 Arrows hither and th 
ther, ſometimes he ſmiteth tho{e that are Elde 
than your ſelves , and ſometimes thote thar ar 
Younger; ſoretimes thnſe that arc weaker tha 
jour ſelves, ſomerimes thoſe that ure ſtronger 
ſometimes thoſe that are b«tter, ſometimes tho 
thit are worſe; ſometimes the Righteous are (mit- 
ren, ſo:netimes the Wicked; ſo.netimcs the Pro- 
fane, and fom-rimes the Profeſſors; thar all might 
be awakenr-d to prepare, And what is it that can 
plve you comfort when you come to the ſides of 
he pit? You may have the love of your dcar 
Yoke-fcliows, wer ping and mourning at your bed» 
ſide, Children , Kindred and Fricn%s wringing 
their hends , and looking with a pitiful Counte- 
nance upon yov, grievinp to part with you, bur 
what comfort can all their love yield unto your 
departing Spirits? thcir love may diſturb you, and 
make you the more unwilling to die and leave 
them, berauſe they are (o unwilling to part with 
you. Bur the love of Chriſt and (cnſe thereof, 
willbe a Comfort indeed. becauſe he is a Friend 
whom you are nor departing from, bur going un- 
to, and O the delight which thcn you may have, 
when Friends look moſt ſad.,and Death looks moſt 
grim , when the trembling Joints, the clammy 
Sweats, the 1ntermicting Pulſe, the falling Jawes, 
the ratling Throat, and other ſympromes give 
\ no- 
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detterporice of near approaching Death ! then to think, 
/ Sa)J am now come not only to the Door of Eternity, but 
'8 Clſegiſo to the gate of my Fathers Houſe, where many ſaints 
a dyegyy gone before me , and many Angels ave attenang 
Iran or me, and where my dearly beloved Felus is ) ad 
q ': oh prepared for my Reception and eternal Havitatis 
E|dePon: Here a'e friends ah1.ut my Bed-ſiae, woo ere Long 
Are will contty this Bondy to the Grave, to be fed upon by 
than 1yorms, but bere are Angels alſo by my Br1-(34e Waite 
'RET; ang for my (onl, that (a ſnon as it is lorſned from tous 
noe aying Carcaſe, they may convey me to the H-avnly 
mit- Paradiſe : within af:w minuts now, and 1 hill be 
"r0- with my deareft Lord, where my Faith will be (wal- 
git lowed up in Viſtan, my Hope in Fruition , a14 my 
can Love will come to Perſ-tion. O the G!9* i945 Light 
S of which there and thin will hint into every CARED of 
car. my mind! O the Love and Foy and inefav't Delight, 
cd» wtn 1 come to ſee and enjoy, ant ive for ever with 
ng my moſt dearly Beloved | This, This only will make 
te- you willing to die, and this ſenſe of Chri'ts love 
Dur will effeually ſweeten your paſſage through ric 
ur gark Entry of Death. 
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of l1mſelf unto them that 
love him. 
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Joh. 14. latter part of v2r. 21. 
And 3t that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Fa- 
ther, and 1 will love him , and 1 will manife's 
ry ſilf unto hin, 


VW= Red, Lube 4.22. Ana all bare him wet- 
xeſs, and wonared at the grarious nur 
ny42 proceeded ont of his month. ever did wch 
671C10us and fweer words drop from the |ips of 
« an fun thitever lived, as thoſe frum rhe {+ps of 
Chrilt.uten he wa: here upon the Exrrit; ad of 

1 2; Chritis wards, thofe whic'y he fouk-: 19 hs 
Dwoeples tn his laſt Sern;on, b:fore his [ff Sitfee 
rig, MN The 14. 15,391Q 16. Chavet of F4in are 
perfively (wect; atid none invre ſect 1:1 ihiis 
\[{7iro00 Than tne words of myTcRt rcad uni Yau, 
Ant hethatioutth me fall oe? lived of my Fathis,and 
[ri (mth, and wi! manijrit mi {4 anto ni, 
Inte nOrmer part of the ve: ſe we tave the Chi- 
tor of one that dot truely love Ciirtft: He the 
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hath my Commandments and beepeth them , hei 
that lovety me. In the latter part of the ve 
which is my Text, we have the Priviledpes ofc 
that doth trucly love Chriſt, and that is in the 
Promiſes whichChriſt doth-make unto him : 1, 
that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father. 2, A 
I will love him. 3. And will manifeſt myſelf un 
bim. Tt 1s the laſt of theſe Promiſes which I ſh 
ſpeak unto by way of Appenazx, unto my Treati 
of the Love which true Chriſtians have and oug} 
to have unto Chriſt, ard that is the Promiſe « 
 Chriſts manifeſting himſelf unto ſuch as love hin 
i And the Dodtrine is this. 
Dot. Tha: Chriſt will manifeſt himſelſ unto ſuc 
| as love bim. 
In handling of this point I ſhall ſhev 
1. What 1t 1s for Chriſt co manifeſt himſe 
q 2, That Chriſt will manifeſt himſelf rt 
them that love him. 3. How Chriſt doth mi 
| nifeſthimſelfunto ſuch. 4. When Chriſt dot 
# | manifeſthimſelfunto ſuch. $5. Where Chriſt dot 
manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch as love him. 6. An 
laſtly , make ſome Applicatiou. 
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Hat it 1s for Chriit to manifeſt Himſel 

:. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf whe 
he makcth a clear diſcovery unto his Diſciples c 
| the cxcellency of his Perſon , when he derth fut 
ther unvail himſelf , and lets forch ſome bean 


» 


1, 
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2 it i4and rays, with great luſtre and brightneſs, to dif- 
rerlover more of the orlency and tranſcendency of 
of one his ſoul-raviſhing beauty upto them, which they 
three.had but a dimmer fight and darker apprehenfions 
' L-Hyof before 3 and this is done when Chriſt doth 
, Andmore fully imparc of the ſpirit of wiſdom and re- 
f unts velatioa unto them. Upon this account the A- 
| ſhalpoſtle did pray in behalf of the believing Ephefs- 
eatiſ&ans, that the Lord would give them the ſpirir of 
pughtwiſdom and revelation to enlighten thelr under- 
ſe of' ſrandings in the knowledge of him, Eph. 1. 16,17, 
him. 18. They had the ſpirit before,end ſome know- 
ledge of Chriſt before , bur he prayes that God 
0 ſuch would give them fuller meaſures of the ſpirit, to 
make a clearer diſcovery of Chriſt, that the eyes 

hew, of their underſrandings might be more and more 
mſelf enlighrened unto a more ſpiritual diicerning of 
f ro the ſurpaſſing Beauty and Excellency in Chriſts 
| ma-i. Perſon, 1n the knowledge of whom, the moſt en- 
doth: lightned Chriſtians are capable of further growth 
doth unto the end of their life; hence that Exhortation 
And: ot the Apoſtle Peter , 2 Pet. 3. 18. But grow in 

þ grace and 1 the knowledge of our Lord and Sauiokr 

. Fiſus Chriſt. 
"—>> 2, Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf, when he ma- 

' keth a deep impreſſion, and giveth a ſweet ſenſe. 

+ to his Diiciples of his preſence ; Chriſt Is never 

4: really azſent from ſuch as Love him, but he may 
(elf?y, ſeerm ro be ſo ſome times , they may apprehend 
heng} him ro be a far off, he may and ofren doth with- 
ot draw the ſenſe of his preſence,Cant. g. 6. Iopened 
ur-F# to »y belovea, but my beloved had withdrawt him - 
gz: /*'} and was gone, Chriſt doth manifeſt himſe'* 
anc : when; 
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| When kedoth draw near to his people, and 
eth them feel that he is near , giving th 
| feet ſenſe of his preſence through the po 
({ ful breathings of his Spiritupon them, wher 
| theſr hearts are quickned and enlarged,and dr 
forth rowards himſelf , and their graces exc| 
| unto powerful exerciſe. 
| 3.And chiefly,Chriſt doth Manifeſt Himſelf,w! 
. WM |} hc makes diſcovery of his Love unto them t 
| | love him; when he = them to ſee, not only. 


beauty of his Face, bur alſo the ſmiles of his fa 


when he gives them to behold the amiableneſ! 


| his Countenance, and wirhal lifts up upon th 
| the light ofhis Countenance , when he ſhedd 
'_ abroad the ſenſe of his love into their hearts, 8 
| inp chem a full perſwaſion of his ſpecial Love 1 
| tro them, and alſo a ſweet ſenſe thereof. T 

Chriſt doth ſometime luok kindly,and ſpeak kit 
| ly unto his people , and this (weer Language 
| Not ſpoken ro the ear of the body, but inwardly 
| his Spiric ro their (;uls, when he ſaith to the (0 
| TI an thy ſalvation and thy Saviokr , I have lo 
| 


thie with an tverlaſiing Love , and my Lout 3s 
change. ble; The Mountains ſhall depart and the b 
be removed , but my loting kindneſs ſhall newer 
payt , and be removed fromthee ;, I bave given 

ſelf jor thee, and I hate given my ſelf unto thee, | 
| 1 wall never repent of this Giſt; I bave choſen t 
* for myſelf, called and jeyred thee unto ny ſelf, | 
I will newer repent of tais choice, nor ſuffer thee t! 
disjcyned from me for ever; 1 bave tbe upor, my bt 
. and keep thet in my hand, and no pewtrs of Eart 
\ Biel! [hall be abitto pluck thee thence ; 1 bave gli 
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te my grace, and 1 will ſhew the my glory, and* 
e long 1 will appear in the world and receive thee 
my ſelf. that where 1 am there thou mayeſt be alſo. 
ry up then thy tears,cltar up thy countenance, baniſh 
r;,dr00p n1 longer,asſpond no more, but be of good 
ar, thy (ins ave forgiven thee,thy name is written 
my book, which nont can blot ont, Thou haſt a true 
ve for me, and y Father himſelf lovtth thee, and 
ove thee with a moſt endeared Love, and therefore 
not queſtion or doubt of my Lowe any more. Thus 
Shriſt doth manifeſt Himſelfand his Love ſome- 
nes unto drooping diſponding ſouls. 


. ther 
& 


SECT. Il. 


Hat Chriſt will manifeſt himſelf unto them 
that love him, appears, 1n that his Love 
(1 engage him, and his Word doth engage him 
dly bErcunto. His Love doth engage him, the Lore- 
Cliriſt is Thke fire, thar cannot conceal _je (clf 
"ye; and no fire (o {tron2, and hath ſuch a veke- 
ent i13ime, as the Love of Chriſt to his people. 


Is | | 
pe bs ep n:da pre:: love co his Brethren, notwirh- 
yer d@" ing 2ll thetr unkindnels 3 and alchough he 
ven W2cce1:cl hin feif for a whil-, and (pake ramgaly 


O them, yer after they were (enfivle of thatr 
it, and were filied with perplexing fears, he 
uid conceal nim'elt no longer from them, : '@3 
Gin. 45 1. Ts forth cnld not refrain bimlel 
ot <li thatilogluts; Hig ut We?! 4.Sif, andj1;d 
torts brethrey, 1 2m | nh 2, and verf. Le Zolepi 
a 129 bis breti is , come nta” 2, I dn "Joſe 
(3 30:47 - 
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30 brotuer whom ye ſ9;4 into Egypt. So C 
may conceal himielf for a while icom his p20 
whatever love ne hath co tnem , and whare 
eney have to him; ſone unkindaciles they 

ſhewn, may be the cauſe of chis hiding, but w 
they are (cnſivle of ccic faule , ſull of grief ; 
perplexity for their off-nc:s , his Love will | 
| permic him ro hide himi-lf much loager; His l 
will eagage him co manifeſc and diſcover him( 

and (ay, Iam Jeſus your Saviour , cone near 
my brethren, com? near me, thic you may h 
a clearer view of me, that ye miy know my, ; 
knoiv that I do love you. The Word al(2 of Ch 
| doth engage him to mnifelt himſelf unto th 
| tha: love him: Ir is Chriſcs promiſe here in 
' Text, He that loveth me hail 52 loved of my Ft 
and I lave bum, ant will miifelt my ſelf unto b 
Chriſts word 1s (ure, True and Faithful is Che 
Name; the Ordinances of the Heaven mai 7 (oo 
fail, chan Chriſt fail of his W >cd and Promile 


ti. 
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Ro * HP wChriſt doth manifeſt himſelf unto t 
cat love him. 

I. Chriſt doth here in this world manifeſct 
ſelfbur in parc and darkly. The (ſoul 15 not now 
le of rhe fulleſc a44 cicareſc miniteſcarioo 
Chriſt, This is a happinels reſerved for the 0 
world, 1 foh. 3. 2. B:loved, now are we th 
of &d& 3 411 it doth not yet r ir wot wil 

T we £14 that woen bt (hull apptary'l 
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| 'S 17 be him, for _ ral jee him as t rs, Joh. 19. 


fChr dead; there Isneed, beotuſe of their weakneſs, 
3 thay 
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24. Father 1 wi'l that they alſo whom thou baRR gt- 
xin we. b: with me whirel am,that thty may behold 
my G'ory which thau haſt given me, Ir 15 hereat- 
ter that Chriſts Diſcip!es ſhall be perfeQly hike 
unto Chritt, and ſhall have a perfe manifeſtarl- 
on of Cliriſt, that they ſhall ſee him as he 1s * Ie 
X hercafter that they ſhall behold his Glory; The 
luſtre and brightneſs of Chriſts Glory Is ſo grear, 
that ſhould he now ler<forth the beams thereof 
vpon them, it would dzzle and amaze them, tr 
would firike them blind,yea, 1t wonld ſtrike them 


that Chriſt ſhould keep a vail on his Face, when 
he makes diſcovery of himſelf; they cannot now 
bear the full pxtcſaR&ion & manifeitation ofChriſtz 
therefore Chriſt doth diſcover himſelf bur in part. 


Wildom and Preſperity, 1 Kzn. 10.5, 7. It was 
a :Yue report that 1 heard in mine ewn land of thy 


words, until I came and mine tyes had ſeen it ; and. 
venold the ant balif was not told me, thy wiſdom and 
" proſprrity excircieth the farce thereof, Ir ibs not the 
one hair wii Chritis Diſciples do now hear,ocr 
can diicern of rinvhe maiers excl encies. It hach 
no: now enred Into ther hearts to conc-ive what 
Bills and Glories,, aud moſt armirable Per- 
(elo's there irc nil in their Beloved; not only 
Ciirtfts Lovepur alſo Chritts Lovelineſs doth palſy 
the'r knonicdee there are fuch dimenſions of 
molt wontei iu! Glury 1n Chrifts Perſon, a3 do Be - 
aggte;” tranſcend che copaciry of the moſt eter» | 
Ex. G 2 gf . <a 
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ed minds , fully co comprehend. Chriſt dc 
manifeſt himſelf truely ro chem that love him, yd 
It is but partly, and that but a lictle part, ir is t 
darkly, by the beams of a more obſcure Light 
I Cor. 13.9, 10, 11, 12. For we know in part,and 
propbeſee in part, bat when that which is perſett i 
come, then that which is in part (hall be done away: 
when I was a child I ſpakt as 4 child, 1 underſtood 
as a child, I thought as a child, bat when 1beca 
a man [put away chil1ih things: For now we ſet 
thorow a glals darkly, but thin Face to Face; Now 
I know in part,then (ha'l 1 know as I 4m known.We' 
Miniſters propheſie tur io pert, we can tell you 
bur a lictle of what there really iz In Chritt , and 

both we and you know bur in part ; ous concep.' 
' tions of Chriſts excellencies and our expreflions; 
Bow are childiſh, hercafter there vil} be a perfe& 
manifeſtation of Chriſt, and rhe all imperfeRt: 
ons of knowledge will be removed. Now you! 
may ſee Chriſt, bur ir is through a Gla's darkly ;| 
hereafter face to face : Indeed it Is ſaid, 2 Cor. 
3. 18. eall with open face beholding as in a Glaſs 
the Glory of th? Lord, are changed, &c. There Is k 
comparative open diſcovery of Chriſt now in Go- 
ſpel-times , over what there was under the Law; 
* . the vail of Types and Figuie: , which covered, 
.and in a great meaſure hid Chriſt from the view, 
Is now removed, our face is now open from that 
vail, but Chriſts face i; nor fully open, there is 4” 
ſtill "erween our eye and Chri'ts face ( the 

glaſs of Ordinances, which, thoug' ir doth helpy 
$ toſcchim, yet ir keeps us trom the clesteft ai 

, very of him ) we ſee bur chorov a talk; 
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our cves now need this glaſs to help our weakneſs, 
and that we may ſee what we do fee : thcre Is a 
ime coming wizen we? ſhall be above the need and 
Sole of the Ordin.ance-glaſſes, I mean when we 
E (ha'l ſc Chriſt face to face, and know him In hea- 
ven as we? are known by him. 


2. Chriſt doth now manifeſt himſelf gradually 
unto them ti3;t Love kim , Chritt doth not ſhew 
at onc=, ani alr«.g-thcr what he means to diſco» 
rer of Nimſcif an of his Love, but he doth It by 
+ degrees, a lifcl- art one time, and a little at ano» 
ther tim2, a ':ctle 11 thiz O-dtnance, and a little 
In that;no he lets 09:41 lone comfortable heams 
ep-+ 0: the Lighr of hiz C-11:c227c2 1nto the Soul, by 
20s; and by Cloud; do ariſe ani oofcure thts Light,and 
e&* darkne't 13 uvon the Spirir: Somertmes Chriſt 
Rj-; opens the Curtain and 1994s upon the ſaul, gives 
/ou gractous ſmile:, by nd 7 the curtain is drawn, 
y 3; and his Face 13 hid; now he appears, and then ' 
or, * he diſappears; he manifcſterh 1:i-nſelf at one rime, 
af withdraws himſelf at another time, and (o leads 
s a? his people on from one diſcovery of himſelf uato 
0-4 another, unrl he bringzth them ar laſt unto the 
wz © Jull diſcovery of himſelf 1a Glory. | 
d 
wh 3. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf moſt ſweetly 
jath unto them rhac Love him,eſpectally after long ab- 
FL (nſe. When the (cu! hath heen ſeeking and can- 
gs: not fin him, wandring in the wilderneſs, under 
amazing f:ars, perplexing doubrs, dol-ful defpon- 
dencies. ſinking, and heart-overwhelming grlet; 
after a black nizht of deep deſertion , Oh how 
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Frveet 1s the day-ſpring from on high ! Oh how 
comfortable are the bright beams of the mornin 
Iight ! when he fhineth upon their dark, dejeRed 
and (orrowful ſpirits, giving them ro know aſſu« 
redly, that they are the dearly beloved of his Scul, 
that he hath nor forgorcen them, that lic will nor 
foxſake them, that he hath a more tender love un- 
tothem, than the mother to her ſuckling child ! 
Oh the rayifſhmenrs of ſpiric | O' the craniverts 
of ſoul which do ariſe from hence ! © the {5ngs | 
which are then in their mouthes. This is our 
Beloved , we have watted for him! This 15 our | 
dear Redeemer, w' have truſted in him! rongue 
Ccannor expreſs the delight, the joy and giadneſs 
of heart, which doth ariſc from the manifeſtation 
of Chriſts preſence and love ; the joy of harveſt, 
ahe joy of the Bridegroom on the wedding-day, 
the joy of vi&ory aad ciking great ſpoils from an 
Enemy , the joy of 8 p3or aan in finding preat 
Treaſureszand the greaicſt delight which ever was 
fzund in the (weerett (eaſuul enjoyment 1s not 
worthy to be compared with the joys and exul- 
tings of heart , ln tie manifeſtaiion of Chri!t ta, 
phe Soul. 
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CE Ch: IV. 


4: 7 Her. doth Cihr1it manifeſt him{clt ung, 
them that love him ? 

' x, Sometime Chriſt doth quickly manifeſt hin 

ex, after q lictle (cecking; tome young Conyeg 

arc carly aud [002 d1Ccuycrles of Chil a J 
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ove ; they are caf} down for a litiie white and 
JC :rift ſoon comes unto them, and Iit'ts fem up 
apainz weeping endures but for 2 nic; and that 
a ſhott ſurmmcr inghr. and joy comet; Ear IN the 
moraing; thev have the (pirtc of 5504 01ape, whod- 
 wakereth them to (car, by ard by the Spirit of 
| Adop'i5n do:h gractoutly vifir finem , and m-ke 
a&icovery of rr ro lation thiuFarker, the wwve 
ON EI-CIT Q 'Viu7 ; <nd ihenoOtth Gi Gat 1.C :0:;1E 
of 1.15 io0+c 1:40 thor hear's. 

2 Sure ms Cinkt 1tlons taford ks matnfelt 


Einfoifs 17 1s lon: uatore rome & 15 (een Chiiti, and 


I: 1s lore {1 wu do find him : Chrifi wars 
long to be 4 aut unto tm and Chrilt dot. of- 
ten mk wit 21 Jong biiore he maniteit co 


1 


thim' (53love pg rnduriies ; via fometrmes carly 


ſeck: >. env carl\ fn:icesz Chriſt makes ſome 
wait! torn, to try their faitit and paitence, 
ther ov. eng oh2itence , and that he may 
Pr-Pire TERS © Br 255 6 More than crdinary comfurts 
and 1.01 Ss '1Þ3ch he intendeth to give 1n the 
allcov. ry of limicl untothiem. 

2.d0mciim:s Chirt't doth ſuddenly manifeſt un- 
tOt:.m 1: love lim, Cart. 6. 12. Or ever 1 ww.25 
awe? 1) | ul mane me like theChario!s ofAminadab, 
Or Ever *:..Y are awar they (ee the Chariors of 
Iirzs;, and the horſemen thereof, ard the Lord 
J<ius doth come uato them in the Chariors of ſal- 
Vatio”, with {uch Glory and Luſtre as doth tranſ- 
port and ariaze them. Some Chriſtians that crue- 
ly love Cliriſc,have ſought him in this Ordinance, 
und liayc not found him , and they haye ſoughs 
Chriir1o that Ordinance,and have nor foupe liime 
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them, and indiſcouragement they have been rea 
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they have been looking and waiting and hopi 
that at this time Chriſt would difcover himſelf. 
at that time he would diſcover himſelf, and: 
he hath hid himſelf, ſtill they have come off vi 
diſappointment ; this hath been their Grief, t 

they have complained of before God , and the 
have been under fears, leſt rhey ſhou'd never ſe 
him, never meet with him at all; hereupon thei 
Spirits have heen ready to fail and fink withii 


dy to (ay or think, that all their labour would be 
In vain; and yet they have reſolved to ſeek him 
© their death , and though he ſhould kill them, 
to put theſr truſtin him: And behold, on a ſud: 
den, when they have had the lea expeRation, 
and their hope hath heen ready to give up the 
Ghoſt, they have mer with Chriſt, and found hin 
whom thcir Soul loverh; on a ſudden the Vail 0 
the Temple hath been rent ,, and they have ſer 
their B:loved In the Holy of Holies; on a (udder 
the clouds have fled , their darkne(s hath paſſed 
away ,and the light hath ſhined; the Norch-wine 
of trouble hath ceaſed, and the (weet Southerr 
Gales have blown upon them ; I mean they kave 
been under ſuch ſhinings and breathings of the 
Spirit, that they hive (ſeen and felr the preſence 
of Chriſt; and ſuch a ſweet ſenſe of his Love, a 
; hath filled chem with Soul-raviſhing Joy. 
; © 4+ Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf Seaſonably unrc 
them that love him. Though he doth not alway: 
manifeſt himſ-1f when they moſt deſire, yet hc 
doth manifc(t himſc. f when they have moſt need, 
and then chey have moſt need when rhey are "Y 
, OW 
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opigton , when they are moſt low in their Spirits 
elf Froſt poor and m-an In their own eftecmn, as wel 
d-ſtjſas moſt lov in their condition, through Afﬀiat- 
E vi fefon and Trovby's; Humility and Pattence under 
 thi\fi;Qion, doth make way for the Experience of 
| theChriſts manireſtatior; Chriſt doth many rimes re= 
-r ſe@{crv< his Cordia's for the Fainting fits , and the 
theigdweereſt Confolations in the dilcoveries of his 
ithinf Love for the time ofgreateſt adverſity ; eſpecl- 
| rea+{aily, when the troub!e fs for his ſake, he 1s gra» 
d be; ciouſls. preſent 3 John had his Viſtons when he 
him was oaniſhed for the ſake of Chriſt unto the Tile 
em, of Patmos. And when all men forſook Pal at his 
ſud. atifiver before Nero , then the Lord came to him, 


fon, f!o0d by him and ſirengrhned him. 
the Fo "Sl 
h'm 
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den 5: VA fie Joth Chriſt manifeſt himſelf unts 
- them that love him ? This is in the 
1nd way of his Ordinznces, there he 4orh walk, there 
ern |:e doth appear vnto his people; ſomerimes Chriſt 
ave voth maniteil |11m{lf in the way of private Or- 
the dinances, when they ſcck him in their Families, 
nce Or 1a their Cloſets, when they (peak of himin 
as conference , or when they think of him 1n their 
Meditation an4 Contemplation;ſomerimes Chriſt 
_ Goth mantteſt himſelf unto them char love him in 
the way of Pub!.ck Ordipances, in Publick Pray» 
cr or Faſting, in hearing of the Word,” or when 
they are Feaſting 2r 1:13 Tavle , eſpecially in this 
[aſt mentioned Ocdinurce, Chriſt doth frequent- 
QO < ly : 
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ly manifeſt himſeifunto his Diſciples moſt ſwe 
ly : Ac the Lords Tavle, the Lord doth appea 
M.breeking ofBread he dilcovershimfielf,as to t| 
Dilciples thar went to Im4:5;in his Birquertin 
vouſe he gives them to fealt 01 hi; Love; Ther 
are many who can lay by cxpericnce, that if ev' 
E they met with Chriſt in their lives , and in ar 
Ordinance, they have met wiih him at the Sacr 
ment, there he hath unvyailed his face, there} 
hath revealed his Love, there he hath breathe 
upon them by his Spiric, there they have foun 
and feir the Lord to be near. 


. 
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| Come now to the Application : And here tha 
[ may give to every one his Portion, I (hz 
ſneak, 1. To.you that have no Lov? unto Chriit 
2. To jon that have ſome Love to Cariſft, bur ar: 
withour theſe Manifeſtations. 3.To you that bott 
| | Love Chiriſt, and have Manifettations of his Love 
| 


w —O ro —— _— —_— 
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unto you. 

Uſe 1. The firſt Uſe doth concern ſuch as have 
no love at all unto Chriſt:Chrift will maniſeſt him 
ſelfunto them that love him , this 1s Children: 
Bread, and doth not belong to you, becauſe you 
8 | donot belong unto Chriſtychis is a cholſe and mofi 
i + rich Priviledge, but you have nothing to do with 
# | it; Procul zte Proſani, Avant all all ye profane 
*& Sancs,all ye unclean ones,all ye ungodly ones, all 
abelieyers whatſoever, who being withour Faith, 


allo without Love t9 Chciliz(ce rhar you comt 
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Inct near t& 133 © 047 unclean hanCs upon this moſt 
"romiic; rover look for any ditcovery 


\ 1996 
PPearg; C:ritis Love unro you, Whileſt you goon 1h 
Oe ways of Sings! left vu are in yourNarural Eſtate. 
-LUINgar ulieve ſong Clu may be ready to ſay134t if 

Fe: Cot not mani bamſelf unto us ? Tet us hat 
fever 0:7 B0ono"s 444 Digrity, (tt ns nav} our Wealth 


; £ 
IN afy .,jP;mtv, lit ns haute 0:7 Friemds and Delights, 
Sacre 1 1 5 p47 '5ob ajtiv t10\2 atery and fanciful 


rche Satiifaftions in Chrifls Maxiio iff i ung Sinners. 
ated” ;. this your language, cltier of tongue or heart ? 
ound |<. murcil you , one day you will fing another 


[pal terep Grief ur inivard wounds,grips,and dreads, 
= * upoarhe tizhr of appreaching death, and under 
Ads 3prchenfions of appioriching Wrath, 47G EtET - 
Joti \ 


nl Torments in Hcll, Then what would you give 
OV for antnieceft in Icſus Chriſt, and a well ground- 
ef Perſalion of tits ſpecial Love unto your Souls? 
{non ihe Wankſtitions of Chriſt will appear to 
he no atery thing , and that nothing 5clides this 
£40 rationally ſupport your Souls YG yOUCoMets | 
the Borders of rhe grave,and to the Contines o1E- 
rernity. And ler me {urther.tell you thar [ave rp 
love ro Chriſt, thar alchovgh Chrift ( whilelt,y@Þ. ? 
are ſuch ) will never manifeſt h1ysſelfunto yg 3n.- 
4 way of Love, ver there 1s a day coming vi;en he! 
«1 manif-ft himſelf ento vou; but this manitelige 
[1 


® 4 
a 
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tion will be with a Vengeance,it will be in a 1 
of moſt Furious Anger; I mean, at the laſt day 
Judgement , wh.n Chriſt will be revealed tri 
H-:aven, not only to thoſe that love him, but 
to thoſe that hate him , for every cye ſhall r 
ſce him, and he will come in fl:ming Fire to ta 
V.ngeance upon you that have not odeyed 
Goſpel Precepr, to Love him. The Confidera 
on of this ſhould awaken you to fear, and fly fro 
fin, which otherwiſe will be your ruinc and ere 
nalPerditjon; and O thit withal you would t 
perſwaded to apply your ſelves unto the Lord } 
ſus Chriſt by Faith, that you may hereby have lr 
tercſt in him, and 1n that greaa Salvation which | 
hath purchaſed for you. and which in the Goſp 
is freely rendered unto you! and this Faith 1 
Chrilt would work Love to Chriſt , and pi 
you in a capacityof theſe maniteſtations of Chrif 
Love unto Vour Souls. 


SECT. VII. 


He ſecond Uic concerneth ſuch of yo 
| as have ſome< love unto Chriſt, Hut ac 
without theſe manifeſtations ; and there are rw 
ſores of ſuch ; 1. Some of you never had theſe m+ 
nifcſtations. 2. Some of you have had theſe ma 
nifeſtati--ns, bur have loſt them. ET 
1, Some of you never had theſe manifeftation 
+ of Gbriſts Love. Ic may be you are non ne 
raw Chriſtians, a little while ago you were for 


| wg Scholars ip che School of the Devi,and! oe 


ſe 2. 
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2 ved divers lutis with all your might and ftrengrh; 


day@hc Locd hath lately hedged up your way with 

ira@Thorns, bach opened your eycs to {ce your fins, 
ut n4 inade you ienfiole oat your dang.r, but as yet 
11 cheFour cycs are not open. as io any comfortable fight 


o tat your Savicur, indeed Cnrifl hath been reveal- 
d rhed un:o you 25 able and willing co fave you, and 
erarffiyou nave been drawa by the Word and Epirict9 
 fronftakte hold on lim, and to give up your ſelves un- 
| erert to him; bur 45 yet you ure 1n the dark, as ro Your 
11d be Spiritual E:tare; you are under douNts .ind.tears 
rd Jes ot unſoundnels and rorrenne's at heart, that you 
7e [n-. arc Hypoctrites, ant (hill fall away, as other P-0- 
ch he. ſ{cſſors like your (elves have done; you fear you 
ofpcl® ſhall one day periſh by the hand of $441, rhar the 
th in' D-vil and your own !ults will >< roo hard for you, 
d put. and prevail ſo tar with you, 3s to pull yon back 
1raſts into ways of fin, and thereby to pull you doin 
10:0 tre bItromiets pit of Hell : This cauteth a 
dread upon your ſpirits, an1 fearful appreiienſ1. 
ons of Gods wratn and turuce. venzcance 5 rhis 
fe:ch < many a ſad and heavy (igh from your 
| beitts , many a Hrintth rear fram your eves, 
you - you are troubled, bow down grearly,and go mour- 
are . ning all rhe day : Yeryou aic reſvlved ro give 
two * your at nance 1111! unro O'dinances, and rhere 
to w-1t upon th* Lord,and tor the Lord; yoh are 
rclolved , notwitchtianding all diicouragemnts, 
t'1a! you w:l] he the Lords, thouzh you kno'y not 
whether he 1c yours; you ire rc(>lvea rhatEhmſt 
ſhall tyve your hearts, and you will vewuſe' . 
your Sc uls up:-n him, though you no ace ; 
ther you are accepted by him, This cong-ba ao: 


4 *%s 
. - 
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Lie of Ercouragement unto you ; certainly y 
are ſuch as love Chriſt, and are beleved by Ch 
and Chriſt will manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch as h 
ſuch love; let me tcl] vou, that Chriſt 1s nor 
from you, whatever vov may apprehend, thouy 
he be out of your ſighr, yer you are not out 
of his, his eye is upon you , and his heart is to 
wards you; he hears all your fighs , he ſees 

vyourtears, he pites you, and ſympathizeth wi 
you in all your Grtefs; he loves you, and erc lony 
wiiller you know 115 he is now preparing you far 
ſweet diſcoveries of himſelf, and ere long he wil 
give you thoſe diſcoveries. If you follow on to 
ſeck him, he will certainly, a7 may ſuddenly be 
found of you: And who knows bur this may be 
the time of Chrifts manifeſting his Love ? Ir may 
be wh! you are Reading this Diſcourſe , you 
may have a glimpſe of his Face , and hear hi 
Voice ſaying unto you, Be of good chear , Jour fir; 
art forgiven y07, Lift up the hands that hang 
down, lifr up the heart that is caſt down; Look 
up &!: en dcj<Red Soul, thy Saviour is before thee 
open thine eyes afd look , look with the cye ol 
Faith, canſt thou not ſee a marveilous Beauty 1n 
his Countenance ? doſt thou not perceive {ome 
{miles jn his Fac2 , ſome ſmiles upon thy Soul! 
Poſt thou not feel hls Spirit ſweetly breathing 
upon thine heart , perſwading thee , and giving 
, thee a ſ\veect ſenſe of Chrifts peculiar love _ 
« 1,2e?Doft thou nor perceive ſome inward Kng 
1ngs atthe door of thine heart, and hear ſome 
ward callings 2 Open to me , and I will con 
and ſup with thee: This t3 the Voice of my:l 
ed 


\ 
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of oved; NTSC irfie int open to him, 0p21 2: the 
yy ezculcies of the £2ut 1: - up the everlattinz Gues 


othis Ring of Glory, fend forth ihe lt: nt maids 
of thy Dc lires zo Ify; _ 'C Lord in, ler thy Falch 
ra4c bre a On a "I a7! li her him no thy Soul, 
21d B14} em.) <ce 134;11 inthe Arms Ot thy deare (1 
Love, an: ive mM (121 enertalement, that he 
may a}:!c Sithit MCC re ever. 

Th;:ro are orhers <f you have had fone ma- 
7 fo nit. :tha ations CE Ciriit unto 5 yo formerly, but you 
hive It then: your Bcloved bath withdrawn 
tim Gtand is gone, you call, and he giveth no 
2N to. NOWvery vou {cel hi Mm, ur you cannot find him, 


eh 12e! FF 4+ Jecn WIC! Your Lord was preſent,and 
's - £2070 \0 a Grdetons viſits freq Ion! lY, (many 21cCTct 


_y LV: 2 Vo 1] h 1y:: Co [2 [is 40% MANY 7 COmiore 
JOU JELEN \p. i YOU nivei nal tf ron his S MOUL, Many a 
NIs TC Garg 0] \0t 32V0 received at rs Ry I INC 
ins $1373 eE1-NW:; AE YOu : 24.1 Y* nur EvLIeAncces W ritten 


408 part tale 20d cican, with the Scal of the Spirit ic CC 
£072 HEM , and Now cxcerdingly did you ti; 
215402 in 3;e ſeaſe of Chritts love ? Nov Ad yau 
a1! YOUr ſeITes Upon hits r1clt enteral :!nment of 
"__ priviiedges, wiici through him you were 
eifted vithil? A (= Otne admirings which then 
VOu had of free Grace  O the tweer meltings of 
heart in the Kindly {cn of fin! O the enlarge- 
ments of defire which you had Ba your Prayers: 
; O the burniags of love to Chriſt which you have 
7" of:en fel: in your boſoms ! O the lively hopes 
which you had, and: ineffab!c delighc in hop 
the Glory of God! Buc no rhece i; a ſtrange de- 


cay Within you of Grace, and Alteration, as If you 
were 
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were not the ſame men and women as you we 
before. You have wichdrawn your ſclves fre 
Chriſt, and he hath withdrawn himſelf from ye 
Souls : you have ler down your watch, and tl 
D: vil hath gor advantage againſt you by hisd 
vices, he hath watched his opportunity. ande 
tangled you 1n the ſnares of ſome finz; whilſt ye 
have heedleſly gone to the utmoſt confines of dy 
ty, and been upon the borders of fin , the Devi 
hath ſent fortha ſquadron of tempration3., no 
with fiery darts, bur with filken cords, which hav 
treated and parlyed with you to entice and per 
[wade to go a little further , they have told ya 
wh:t pleaſant fruit doth grow within thoſe bor 
ders, moſt (weet and delicious to rhe taftc; tha 
there are ſilver and go!denMines, which you m1ch 
quickly dig up, and find precious ſubſtance; thi 
tnere you might have honour and eftcem , 2nc 
what, would you turn your back upon all th< ſc 
would you be fonice and firiR as not tro diſp-nſ 
with a little duty , as nor to ſtep over the hedg 
a little way. where the dclighres and advanr:g' 
would be {o great. And if you have hefirated 
they have told you that it was very diſputable 
whether the confines of duty did not reach be 
yond rhe place which they wovld bring you untc 
propuunding the example of others of the ſam 
Religious Profeſſion, that have frequently gone 
for, and why ſhould you (cruple : or If it were 
trapſgreſſion jr was bur a little tranſgrefſion, the 
woutd nor defire you to go far, and who is ther 
that {ives, and doth not tranſgreſs thoſe bounds 


and you might cafily repent and find mercy a 


- 
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ad were off-ndedzvou might quickly rerire& re- 
ara into your former I'mitz:rhen whilft youhave 
ken parlying with remprations, the ſilken cords 
ave been faſtaed ayour you,& ere younave been 
war,you have hzen drawnalon? partly willting.& 
artly unwilling & enticed unto ſome kind of fins, 
comp y*d wir! me kind of uſts, indulging your 
Fclves co give them ſarisfation, wher:by you have 
Keen beguil'd , and »:fool'd, whereby you have 
Þ-en ſecretly wounded and inwardly defi ed; and 
r thus your Evidences for Heaven have been miſe- 
ya rably blotred.(5 that now you are nor able 15 read 
Hos, them. Time hath been when worldly Aﬀ-&ions 
Tp ſeemed to b2 morrified within you , to be dead 
deb and bnried, many a fore thru!i and wound you 
jr ad given unto them , and how did they bleed 
= and faint, and grew ſo weak, thar they ſeemed ro 
£4 be giving up the Ghoft , and you have thought 
Caſs ſurely they would never \tir much in you any 
edge more; and rhen vour love ro Chritt was ftrong and 
IT active, ic did hurn and ume within you; and O 
b- the zeal which vou ch<n ha i for :our M -fters ho- 
by ! pour. and you ſeemed to hove no intereſt} to carry 
ck on in the world. tur rhe Tnrereſt of Chriſt, and 
© you minded not vour own things upon your own 
NO paccou it, Hut all your in:ereſts were ſwallowed up 
«mM*fn the intereſt of J-ſu3 Chritt, which you chiefly 
c 19pminded :nd cared for, and mage every thing elie 
bp 40 truckle nnd: r ir, and to bc (u1;crvienr unter ft; 
heYSÞur nov your aftedtions roChriſt are ſtrangly.cook » 
ered; if there be the fire of love tn Chriſt Hill wirh- 
a+ you, ic is nor fire 10 Hurning coa's,or in a vehe- - 
» Wor flame, bur ic i5a fire in a fery ſcatcerediparks,' 


and 
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and thoſe raked over that they give neither light 
nor heat, and are hardly. if at all. diſcernable by 
you; and your worldly Aﬀe&tons which ſeemed 
ro be dead, they have gotren Spiric 253d Life, and 
Vigcur, and Strenprh : O the cager defire which 
you have after the world,and tie world.and theſe 
accompanied with eager proſecution of the world, 
now the world hath your thouph:s 1n con: r:e- 
men:s abour 1r, and the world hathy cur ton;ues 
In your moſt frequent diſcourſe tir; row the 
world hath your hand and your tim- , but that 
which 1s worſt of all , the world hath your heart 
toogzrhe world hath juſtledChrif? off of his Throne, 
and for tlc preſent doth uſurp h!s ſear. And 1517 
tnen a worer if your bc'oved be offended that 
you ſhou'd thus decline 1n ytur [ve , thir your 
heart fhould goa whoring from 1.1m unto che 
creature, In your givit, thole affe inns unto any 
thing 1n the world which are iis Cu ?Hence It 15 
thatChriſt harhſhur up tisC-untenarce from you, 
or if he looks, iris with ſron:; upon 10u3 you 
have loſt your firſt love, avi vou (avs off your 
firſt fights , and your firſt ra 'cs ft 1:6 Love of 
Chriſt ; now your ſpiritua! jos and comfor':s are 
fled our of fight, they are loſt an © ne, and rhe 
bare remembrance of them only doth rc maliz,.nd 
whatever delights you have, they ar< 021 1ucit as 
come 11 at the door of Scnſc,you have none a: all 
that comes 1n at the door of Faith, and your ſen- 
ſual delights have expelled and baniſhed your ſpi- 
rituals now the rich Goſpel-priviledges nave not 
thatſavor and ſweet reliſh with you as heretoiore 
your mindipg and favouring ſo much the Ear 


light { 
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le bynd Earthly things, hat; diſrel'ſhed your ſpiricnal 
:medpperice. O the milchtef witich indulge, {1n hath 
, 4ndBone unto vou ! O the unfelr wounds, bur lo much 


h1 


he mcre deep and dangerous , which ft21 hath 


heſeſhiven you ! O the defile ments of itn 18 your Con- 
>-1d;Mciences , and tlie fialns and blots witich tin tath 


176. 
cues 
the 
that 
cart 
Ine, 
'Sir 
hat 
our 
he 
any 
t Is 
ou, 


iſt upon your profettion | O the hoes which 
ja hat made amoneit vour Graces, an:! amIr ett 


> ur Comiorts . Leaves Vou have iti! of an out- 


ward profeſlion , but where 33vour fruit io be 
found ? If you have ſome ſruic, 15 it Not vathered 
fruit, ſour and il] r{iſhed , not tucii ripe and 
mellow , and ſweet frulr as heretotore in your 
flouriſhing cfiate ? Sarcly the Lord 1s at a great 
diſtance from iuc'tofyou, and are there nvitod 
many ſuch ainon2it vu ? Ard what nced have 
you to remember whence you are Ialicn, 79 ralt- 
12ck your hearts ro find out your fins, to fume 


b, 


your fclvesdeeply,to repent,and grive,nny MUuri, 


tO turn your jJaughtcr 1:19 weeping, and Vour jay 


' Into Heavincls, ani ro return unto the Lord Ipee- 


cy, and doyou, & ft works, otnerwiſe ſome 
{cariul judgements are like to bufai you 3 and the 
Lord may b: even forced to awaken you with 
a VENgEANCE , and Mare You 4 terrolr Unto Your 
ſelves , and to ail ayour vou: Don't provoke the 
Lord, by your thus runting away from him , to 
(2110v You with a ſtorm as te did foras , and ro 
aevrour YOu 14 the flouds ard waves of dreadful 
aHIRIOns,that hcreby he may reduce and reftore 
jou, and keep you from being drowned in utrer 
perd1t30n and eterval deftruion. Ir way be rhe 
Lord hath fcourged fame of you for your faves, 


WIEN if 


153 An Appendix concerning 


with the rods of ſome croſſes and diſappoly 
ments, fone our ward loſſes and troubles; 1c ma 
be he Fati: put bitterneſs upon thoſe breaſts whit 
you have been ju-king ; and mingling gall in tþ 
cup of +onr pleaſures which you have been dri 
king; and you have becun to think of vour e 
wave, and ſcen what an evil thing and hicrer it 
to backſl:de from the Lordzand you have thoug 
Ic was beſt with you when you were neareſt u 
Ch'iſt, Tr miv he God hath dealt with you as 
tell-rh his backſl;ding people he would do wit 
them. Jof 2.6, 9. Brho!1 1 will bedge up thy w 
W2!n tirrs, and mabge 4 wal! that the ſhall not find 
bir p1 hss 4nd (ht (hall follow ajter hev Lavers bel 
jrai! ot our tabe trem, an he all ſeeb them, bu 
11: (hall nn! finrl them; Torn ha'l tbe ſay, 1 will g 
ana veiturn to my fv it hisvand, jor then it was bettn 
with me than naw. And naw you are fecking afre| 
yGur Beloved. bur he h:th withdrawn himſel 
from you,and ſeems ro tike nn notice of you; va 
call and cry, and fizh, and weep.an1 lament.anc 
complain,and ſeek and wair,and yer he withhold 
from you all ſpecl:l 4iſcoverics of his Love: Pol 
fi>ly doubts may hence ariſe, and fears grow uj 
cn your ſpir''s, and you are ready to fink , 
ſomerimes arc almoſt overwhelmed with in 
trouble. Let rhis Do@rine be an encouragem 
to you, ſtill ro ſeek diligenrly, and wait parient 
for the Lord will manifeſt himſelfagain unto y 
In his ov n time, which is the beſt time : H=- mi 
try vou for a while, whether you will follow hit 
in the dark; he may ſuffer you ro wait ſome rim 
for him, wko have made him to wait ſo long tim 


. 
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polnWor you; But if you perſevere to ſeck him diligent- 
C y in his ways, you ſhill find that it will nor be 
vhin yiin. And what would you (ay, ye backſl1- 
In tþ Jing ſouls. if the Lord thould manifett himſelf unto 
drifou ar this cime , would you not abuſe his kindneſs? 
r er he ſhovld dilcover his Love to you again, would 
r it you nor grow wanton and carnally ſecure ? if he 
uglFſhould now reneiv your evidences, and give them 
unfair wrireen , and cafi- tobe read by you, would 
as you nor blot them again »y your ſins ? if he ſh.,v1d 
witif now i|peak peace to your Conſctences. would you 
' wifi nor again return vnto tolly ? 1fhe ſhould gow re- 
f find ſtore unto you the jov's of his ſalvation, and ſend 
$,hf* down the Ho'v Ghoſt from He.ven, to come unto 
buh you, to be your Comforter,and ro dwell with you, 
[l && would vou not grieve 4r:d quench the Spirit, and 
tm provoke him to another retirement , and more 
afrex. dreadful withdrawings than brforc? 1t may be the 
nſelff Lord will cry you 3, it may be the Lord mas draw 
vog* near ant make ome diſcovery of himſc If, and diſ- 
and? covery ot his Love unto you : it may he the L xd 
olds4 may look kindly now upon you , and ſecretly by 
Poſ-Þ his Spirit ipcak kindly unto yu : you are now 
uſe} looking, and longing, an4 hoping, and waicing, 
as pollivly this may be the rime of your ſceing his 
Face, and the (miles that are there. of your feel- 
Ing the ſw-et ſheddings abroad of his Lnve into 
your hearrs hy his Spirit, ar leaſt he may g1ve you 
a glimpſe, a glance,a little raſte,ſuch as ſhall raviſh 
your hearts. ' However wait for him, and with 
earacft defires and 1mporrunate requeits , plegd 
with him for his tcrurns,and theſe manifeſtarojns, 
and that 1n (uch kind of Language as this'$ Come 

Lord 
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Lori Jeſus, Ceme quickiy, make haſte O wy bell 
make baile to iy Joul that thirftethfor thee , as 
parched land after the jweet ſhuawtrs that fall 
heaven, as the bunted Hart aſtty the cooling and 
freſh ing ſireams of the watier-bronks. O when ſh 
kh of thoſe waters of Life which thou baft to gi 
t tre fountain and (pring from whencetl 
en (hall I taſie again how gooi thou att 
(all I ſee thee again, and ſtd, ana fralt my 
agazn with thy love ? when Lord, O when 1 
thou come unto me ? wilt thou calt off | 
ger ? wilt thou be favourable no more ? þ 
thou in anger ſhut up thy bowels ? ſhall th 
cloud always ſit upon thy brow ? ſhall this curta 
aways be drawn beſore thy face? Truth Lord,1 he 
grievouſly ſinned, and greatly offended thee; but he 
1 not, ao I not truely repent £ Is tuere any thing 
the world (o grictors unto me, as the rememorat 
of my miſcarriages? 1 acknowledge my offence, 1 
folly an1 harrid ingratitude; v:t [hall my ſis 
always a wall of ſeparation between me and myl 
lave1? are not thy bowels tendei? are not thy meu 
plentiful? Is there not forgiveneſs with thee that th 
maye it be ſtarted, and the more deariy beloved ? d 
thou not fyrggur freely without upbraiding? haſt th 
not promiſed to be found of all them that diiize 
ſeek thee? and diadſ(t tho euer fail inthy word 
an)? and (halll bethe fir i? are not tat deſires of 
ſoul after thee, and tha: chiefly, and tgrpeſily 2, 
there not aearty and 1Y0ugut in al things beneatl 
jelf, nothing that can gie me [4ti5j24ion? bgi 
nat Yenounced the ittorld for my Po tion? Tha ani 
ſend me to the 139: 4 for trelp and comfort, tf 
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world whic' 1 have outr-earneſily defired and loved, 
and over-tagerly ſought ſor conteniment and happinels 
ins But is this thy wont ,and thy way,and the manner 
of thy dealing with them that are grieved for their 
ſin, ana aſhane.1 of their folly? haft thou not promiſed 
to maniſe't thy ſelf unto them that love thee? and do 
not 1 love thee ? doſt not thou who knoweſt all things, 
b13w that I love thee? though my Love be amperject, 
yet, 7s it not true? though it be weak. vet, is it not 
ſincere? elſe whence are theſe deſires ajter Thee above 
all Perſons and Things in the world? are nor theſe th? 
produtt of tris Love ? and wilt thou not make good 
thy Promile then, to manifeſt chy ſelf unto me ? and 
if 1 bad the Manifeſtations of thy Trove, would nat 
my Love grow and encreaſe hereby ? Shoul1 I nat love 
the more dearly and ftrongly,ifl had clear diſcoceries, 
and wtre perſwaded aſſurtdly of thy love unto mt ? 
Truth Lord, am altogether unworthy of juch 4Javor; 
but dzdil thou eutr beſtow this fauour upon any for 
their deſerts? are not all thy Gifts fre: ? aun am int 
I 45 capable as any of Free Gyace ? the yore unworthy, 
the more I (Hall admire thee ; the mote is forgiven, 
I [hail love the mire, And may I not-i5zw have 4 
taite of thy Loving kindneſs? Halten my Buloved, 0 
112/ten unto me, and be as a Roe upon the Mountains 
of Spice; ! Dy not wail try face rom me any longer, 
ao 1t conceal thy L1ve, butnow , O now, 
ar1:y near, and mibe m2 exceeding glad in the light 
of thy Conn::1ance.and in the beauty of thy Face, and 
ſmiles thtreof. Sucii deſires and pleadings a3 theſe 
might,prevail with che Lord forch:vith to rewen 
again unto you, and to (ay, ell Soul,l haut * | 


- d- 


toy Prayer, thy breathing, and thy cry; thy p 
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#ngs bave prevailed witn me , ard 1am now C 
unto thee, ana bt 21 to thee accorazng to thy Defir 
Come Soki., and |: "0h Up, liſt 9 thine eyes, and( 
|| Here I ani. Berold me, Beio(d with, this diy 1 am ca 
| to bring glad tivings of great Joy wnto tht. 1 

| ſure thee, that 1 am thine, and ail mine 15 thine, « 
| thou ari mine, and ſhalt be mere for ever, And wv 
words can {ound ſo (weer, and y1eld ſuch comfok 
as theie or fuch like , ſpoken by the Spirit u 
ro the hcarts of thoſe from wtiom Chritt 1s with 
drawn ol | 
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SECT... VII. 


Uſe 3+ FE Third Uſe doth concern you tha 

do love Chriſt, and have the Manife 
ſtations of his Love to your Sou:s : Thre: thi 
be exhorted unto 5 1, Rejoyce 1n the Lor 
2+ Admire fits Frec Grace, 3. Labour to retan 
thete Mantteftations, 


1. You that have the Mamifeflations of the love 
of Chrift , Rejoyce in the Lord; of all. P: rſons 10 
in the world , You have moſt reaſon to rc J 25 C6 
You are the 1. ;Ppicft men and women el.ve. ; 
15 nor wealth 1n the greateſt abundance wi:ich 
z -, make men happy , the richeſt purions have ofrh 
thorns of the preareit diicon:ert to P1ETCE he 
hearts, and Stings cf the pre.:c{i guvtr royon 
their Conſclt neces; Itis not rh hiptreft Bord 
and worldly Digr:irv which can make men NY 


the vilett men ace often cxalt.d, ant rhoſe 
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V (af are in the kigheſt places, are in the moſi \lippe- 
fir ry places, from whence they re ſoon caſt down 
"4ſt ijnto deſtruRion,and whatever ſecurity they have 
 cof in Life , yet they arc uſually conſumed utterly 
IS with Terrours, when grim Death doth appear, 
?, 4G and ſummon them to depart. Ir ls not the ſweet- 
te eſt (enſual Delighr, which can make men.h Z 
niols yaniry is the Attendant , and Vexation of Spirtr 
It ui 5s the Conſeqaent of all thoſe pleaſures that are 
withf ſenſual and (infal, which are the ſeed alſo of Pain 
' and Everlaſting torment : Such only can be ſaid 
' to be happy In truth, as are really united and re- 
—; lated unto Jcſus Chriſt, and through him recon- 
ciled unto God, and entituled unto the Kingdom 
of Heaven; hut you are the moſt happy, and have 
tha reaſon to take the moſt comfort , who h2ve not 
nife4 only Relation unto Chriſt, bur alſo the Mantfefia- 
ing! tlons of him; who know that Chriſt is yours, and 
you arc his, that Chriſt loveth you, and that his 
tan), Love , as it had no beginnjug , ſor is without 
changing, and will know no ending. If you know 
; that Chict*t Joyerh you,vyou have reaſon to rejoyce, 
ove] becauſe her-by you may know aſſuredly that you 
$igh are Elcated,that Gol hy an erernal and unchagee- 
of able Decree, hith choſen you,when he hath cho- 
ſen ſo fc :v of fall-r; Men, and none of the fallen. 
Angels, and whcn there was not the lcaft foreſeen 
Motlve to lidnce htjm hereunto; the affurance of 
this may yiel3 uncx prefiible ſweetneſs unto you. M 
hen khow :}27 Chriſt toverh you,you may know 
auredly vou. Ef:&val Calling. Converfion, and 
wondentwi Uni... vic Chriſt; aud O what matter 
of Joy I; it to th.vk, how God bath called you 


fH out" 
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; vill, and the bonds of your own luſts, and ſer ye 


# * 
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A, | — of Chriſts perfe& Rightcouſneis | Wh 


- affuredly fay : 4” 
: ofrhe Lord Almighty; and will you aot rezo Vn: 
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out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light ! hog 
he hath delivered you out of the ſnare of the 


Souls at liberty ! how he hath wrought a Mirat 
In your firſt Reſurre&ion from the Grave , aw 
ſpirirual death of Sin ; and pur forth the a 
er in your New Creation and Change of you 
tures; as inhis firſt Creation of the Wort 
how he hath diffolved and made a dfvorce be 
tween your hearts and your fins, and ſo wonder 
fully Uniced and eſpouſed you unto the Lord J& 
ſus, and by this ConjunRion and Relation givey 
= an Intereft in all the Priviledges which Chrift 
ath purchaſed. If you know that Chriſt doth 
lore you, you may know afſuredly that you are 
Jaftifed through his Merits and Mediation, and 
O what matret of Joy is this, to think that all your 
fias Original and ARual, arc pardoned, that none 
can lay any fin to your charge, becauſe God hath 
juſtified you!rhar there is none that ſhall condema 
you,. becauſe Chriſt hath loved you, and our of 
Love hath dycd for you , and is now making in{ 
terceſſion for you at the right hand of God, Ro 
8: 33; 34- to be acquitted from all Guilr, and 
lyable unto future wrath , than if you hs 
never offended ; and when you had no Righ 
onfwets. of your own , to be accepted as perfe 
Righcoous In the fighr of God, chrough che Im 


reafon to rejoyce, if you have not reaſon? 
you know know thar Chriſt loveth you, you md 
,that you are the Sons and Uaagirnem 


* 
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when of Children of the Devil, Children of Dif- 
odedience, Children of Wrath, you are made the 
Children of God , the Glorious Jehovah, that Is, 
Supream Soveraign and King of the whole 
rid, and whcn you have not an empty Name 
only, bur are jntituled to all the Priviledges of his 
Children? 1f you kno-v that Chriſt doth love you, 
you may know aſſuredly that he will keep alive his 
Intereſt iu you,preſerve his Grace 1n your hearts, 
and enable you to prog in Faith and Holineſs, 
notwithſtanding all che alluring remprationswhich 


you may meet withal in the World, notwithſtan- 
ding all the Suggeſtions and Oppoſitions of Satan, 
and notwichſianding all che powerful workings 
of your remaining luſts and corruprions, all which 
doconbine together, and ule all their power and 
policy (which is great) ro extirpate your Grace 


to draw you unto fin, toentice or force you out 
of the ways of God; and O what matter of com- 
fort is it.th.t the Lord Jeſns who loveth you,hath 
undertaken for ycu, to keep you in his hand,and 
by his unſcen ( but mighty) power to enable you 
to reſiſt and overcome, to hold on in his ways, 
and hold our unto the end, ſo that you may Uti- 
umph with the Ap>3ſile, and (ay, as Rom. 8Yg, 
37- Who ſhall ſeparate 5 from the love of ChriſMhall 
tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or ſamine, * 
or nakeani(s, or peril, or ſword? Nay, in all theſe+ © 
things we art more than Conquerours through bin 
that loved us. And you miy be perſwaded as Payl | 
was, and greatly rejoyce therein , that, as verſe 
38, 39. Neither death, nor life, nor principalities, 
nor powers , nor things preſent , nor things to come, 

; W-- nor 
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nor heught, nor depth , nor any other CYtature ſha 
be able toſeparate you jrom the love of God which þ 
#n Chrift Jeſus our Love. Tt you know that Chil 
doth love you, you may know aſſuredly that yu 
Prayers have audience with God, that whatevg 
I!mperfe&ions and fivful mixrures they have, ye 
that they are mingled i:h the ſweer Incenſe « 
Chriſts Merits, through wich they are perfurned 
and accepied ; and-what comfort is this , that 
whatever you ask of the Father in the Name of 
your dear Lord Jeſus , If it be for his Glory and! 
your Good, he wIli certainly procure it for you. : 
To conclude, Tf , ou kno:s that Chriſt dotii love 
you , You may know aſluredly that you are kein 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and that as certainly 
as you are alive, you half attain eternal Felici 

In the Bearijfical Vion and Fruftion of ark 
as certainly as you have the firft Fruits, fo cer: 
tainly ſhall you have the Harveſt; as certainly as 
you have the Erneſt, fo certainly ſhall you have 
the Iohericance ; as ceria.nlv as you ſee Chriſt b 

Fairh kece, (o cert.inly ſhil! you have the Beati- 
fic.;l Viſion of his Perſon and Glory in Hcaven,and 
be made perfe&ly happy In the eternal and full 
Enjoyment of hinz O how fhould you then re- 
joyce in the Lord, rejoyce in his Perſon, rejoyce 
1n hi. Love, rcjoyce in his Benefits, r<joyce in 
what you have, and rcjoyce In what you hope to 
have by him; rejoyce in what you ſee now, and 
fecl now, and taſic now; and rcjoyce 1n the fore- 
fights and foretaſtes of your Happineſs to come. 
Refoyce in the Lord always , and again I ſay Rte 


oyce. 
"e 2. I 


Chrifis manifeſtation, &#t, 16 
2, If you have Manifeſtations of Chriſts Lo-- 
unto you, admire bis free Grace in theſe Mani 
feſtations; as Job. 14. 22. when Chriſt had pro- 
miſed to manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch as love him, 
7adas ( not Iſcariot, he was the Traytor,and had 
no true love to bis Maſter, bur Judas the Brother 
ot Jams) ſaith to him, Lord, how 7s it that thou 
wilt manife(t thy ſtiſ unto 15,4nd not unto the World? 
This Qu<zſtion is not a Queſtion of Enquiry, con- 
cerning the Way and Manner how Chriſt wouid 
manifeſt tiimſelf unto them ; bur it is a Queſtion 
of Admiration concerning the Thing; Tz 9430y 
3] tuly pinnue tunnyiCty gaavley, What Is 
done ? or what is come to paſs? How1s It? or 
whence is 1t? His Queſtion did not expect an An- 
(wer, neither do we And any to 1t, but only ex- 
preſled his Wonder thit Chriſt ſhould manifeſt 
himſelf unto ther. And how ſhould you wonder 
then that the Lord ]: (uz ſhould manifeſt himſelf 
unto you! That the Lord Jeſus , whoſe Name 1s 
Wonderful, and ha '1 (0 many Wonders in him, 
a Perion of to great Eintnercy and Excellency, 
who hatin {uch a Cro-.n ct Glory upon his Head, 
(1c1 Robes of Glory v4 21 his Back, and cn the 
Veſtrvre 5.115 Gerinc:: and tis Thigh a Name 
written, Az pif tings. and Lard of lords; that 
th's moſt. excclient Puricn :hovid manifeſt himſelf 
vn's You, ſuch as You, v-!:£7 he conceals himſelf 
f.om the greateſt Princes ths Earth, who by 
the Iorerefr, Auchority aud Ivnilzence might that 
E12hly promote his Glory,he ſhould manifeſt him- 
(elf unto T7 ou, who ſur the moſt part are lowand 
mean, v&2r ara delp!iecd in the Worid ; that 
Hz when 
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when he hideth himſelf from moſt of the Wiſe an 
Prudent, and great Scholars in the world, wh 
by their Parcs and Learning might magnific hl 
Name, and ſpread his Fame, he ſhould manife 
himſelf unto you, who for the moſt part are per 
ſons of mean parrs and Education 3 that whe 
Chriſt hideth himfelf from many Moraliſts, wh 
have eſcaped the groſler Pollucions which are tt 
the World, he ſhould reveal and manifeſt himſel 
unto you, ſome of ivhor before Converſion, wer 
notoriouſly guilty of moſt foul fins 3; that whe 
Chriſt manifeſterh h1mſclf unto ſo Few, that you 
ſhould be in the Number of thoſe Few;zhow mag 
wonders are here ! That this Glorious Perſot 
ſhould ſend down another Glorious Perſon , | 
mean the Holy Ghoſt, from Heaven, ( which i 
mere than if he had ſent down all the Gloriou: 
Anpets which arc in Heaven ) to make this Diſ- 
cavery of him(clf unto you; That he ſhould make 
uſe of the Fooliſhneſs cf Preaching as a mean tc 
effe & this great Thing, that while a man of like 
p:\ons and infirmities with your ſelves, 15 open- 
ing 26d applying the Scriptures, the Lord by this 
means ſhould unvail himſelf, and open the Trea- 
(ures of his love unto vou : that your humble, 
fervent, and belicvitig Prayers here on Earth, 
ſhould aſcend up to the Throne of God , that 1s 
in Heaven, and move the Lord Jeſus that Is there 
ro come down thence, though not in Perſon, yet 
by hfs Spiric ; that Prayer ſhould open Heavens 
Gate, and have ſuch a prevalency for this manl- 
feſiation and diſcovery of Chriſt; though the beſt 


\ Prayers of the beſt men aze not without __ 
0 
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of fin : That whilft you are firting at the Lords 
Table , the Lord himſelf ſhould give you a vific, 
and whilſt you are ezting bread and wine at the 
Sacrament , he ſhould give you to (ce and feel, 
and taſte himfelf and his Love by your (picicual 
ſenſes, It was wonderful humiliation 1n Chriſt, 
that when he could have cominanded the moſt 
ſtately Horſes, yea Lions, Elephants, or Unlcerns, 
he ſhould ride to 7eraſa'tm upon an Aſs,and when 
Chriſt hath the Chariots of ſo many thouian | 
elorious Angels, which he could command, and 
ride triumphantly in , when he makes diſcovery 
of himſelf unto hls people , tha: he ſhould make 
ue of che Chariots of ſo mean Ordinances in the 
diſcovery of himſelf unto you; how many wonders 
are here ? how ſhovld you admire his wonderful 
Grace and Love, and ſay , that is man that thou 
ert thus mindful of him, or any of the ſans of men, 
that tho (houldft thus viſit them? What are we 
unworthy wretchts ?£ and why (houraſt thou man - 
felt thy ſelf unto us ? cen ſo dear Jeſus becauſe it 
ſeemed good in thy ſigh: : Eſpecially you have rea- 
ſ2n to wonder and admire at the manifeſtarions 
which Chriſt hath given of himſelf and love ro 
you , when vou conſider the excellency of theſe 
manifeſtations and diſcoveries beyond all other 
diſcoveries. Tf you have (cen the mo{r rare works 
of Art and Humane Invention, the moſt curtous 
Piitures, rhe moſt ſtarely Eltfices, or any other 
works of the moſt ingenio 1s contrivement ; Tf ., 
you have viewed the works of Nature, which do + 
far exceed thoſe of Art , the beautiful frame. of {| 


the Heayens oyer your heads ., and the glori9us 
Lum - 
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Luminaries of Sun, Moon, and Stars , in theit 
wonderful light and motion 3 the Earth under 
your feet when it hach got on its beſt attire, whey 
the fields are cloathed with Graſs in the Spring, 
or enriched with Corn in the Summer; If you have | 
ſcen the moſt pleaſant Brooks and Streams , and ; 
Fountains of Water , the moſt ſtatcly Groves ' 
with lofty and broad ſhadowing Trees ; the moſt 
flouriſhing Orchards , moſt richly laden with va: 
riecty of the moſt delicious Fruit; the moſt de. 
lighrful Gardens with variety of the choileft 
Flovers, caſting forch the moſt fragrant ſmell; 
If you have ſeen all ſorts of Blrds , and Fowls in” 
the Air, All ſorts of Beaſts on the Earth ; All 
ſorts of Fiſh in the Sea; 1f you have (cen the 
moſt goodly men that ever were born, the faireſt 
Women, with the moſt ſparkling beauty : whar 
is the fghrt of all theſe things, and the moſt love- 
ly Objcc&s that ever were viſible to the eye of the 
bodv ? The fight of all js but mean aod con- 
temprible , and nor worthy to be namcd in com- 
pariſon with theſight of the Lord Jeſus by the eye 
of th.e Soul z Whatever Beauty and Lovelinels 
there is to be found in any, or 1n all vifible Crea- 
tures, there 15 1nfinitely more beauty and lovcl!- 
neſs in Jeſus Chriſt ; all viſible beauty 1s bur 
a ſhadow , in Chriſt chere is ſubſiantial beau- 
ty 3 all viſible beauty 15 fading; like the flower 
that ſoon withereth , like the leaf that ſoon fa- 
ceth ; but 1n Chriſt there is permanent beau- 
ty; al! viſible beauty 1s ioferiour and mean, ve 
deformity , compared with Chriſls tranſcendent 
| lovc- 


'4 ons? 1t doth warm the H-arr with Lnve, and 


| leet peace and tranqui{/iry to rhe ſpirit , and 
\ Virhal brings In ſuch ſpiritu l Joy , as is un- 


' and R'ndnefijc of the Lord Jeſus Chritft unto 
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Lovelineſſe. There 1s no diſcovery to the eye 
of the mind comparable to rne diſcovery of 
Chrift unto the Eye of Faith 3 the Light cf Na- 
ture in the greateſt Improvement of it , is but 
a weak 2nd dim Light In compariſon with the 
Spiritual Light of the Knowledge of Chriſt ; no 
l1pht fo clear and ſo bright , no light fo pure 
and (weer , as that which makes Diicovery of 
tic Lord Jetus unto the Soul. Thi; Diſcovery of 
Chrift doth diſpel Clouds from the Mind , 2nd 
ex'1:]1- Luſts from the Heart 35 It doth brighten 
the Underſtanding, ard cieanſe the AﬀeRt- 


f'l the Heart with Comtort 3 It quiets the 
Con:ctence, and purifies ir ; it giv:s a moſt 


ſpeaketble and full of Glory. O how then 
ſhould you admire the Riches of the Grace, 


you ! that hc ſhould give unto you this Dif- 
covery of himſelf , when rhe dicovery ts (oad1- 
ml: avle, lo excellenr. ſo 2 -firable, ſo uſeful, and 
W11.ci doth lite you up \uroa far iipher degree 
of Excellency, than the otherwiſe moſt accom- 


pl }:r per;ons in the world, that are without this 
Dilcovery. 


34!y. To conclude, If you have theſe Mani- 
feftations of Cnr1tt and his love unto you, labour 


to r£tain theſe Manifeſtitions. In a word, rake 
heed 
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= heed of indulging your ſelves in any fins, which 
- my provoke him ro depart from you, and with 
draw the ſweerand comfortable influences of his 
Spirit , and be diligent jn the uſe of all meanz 
and orclinances , publick , private and ſecret, 


wherety you may maintain daviv Co:nmunion 
and Fellowſhip with him. 


